TRANSITION COMPACTS AS DEFINED BY OECD
See SUPPORTING COHERENT AND SUSTAINABLE TRANSITION FROM CONFLICT TO PEACE (DCD/DAC(2011)41).
Coherent and collective approaches can be promoted through the use of transition compacts. Compacts are light and flexible agreements between national and international partners. They should be based upon a collective agreement on key priorities and an explicit strategy for how, and from which instruments, implementation will be financed.

Appropriate management and monitoring structures of compacts should be agreed, recognising the

need for them to remain light and flexible.

The four elements of a transition compact

Compacts are in essence tools to link national priorities with an explicit strategy that combines

relevant funding sources and instruments in support of these priorities. They can be seen to combine four basic elements:

(i) agreement on a limited set of priorities; 

(ii) transparent overview of funding sources and flows; 

(iii) a strategy for how to finance agreed priorities; and 

(iv) a very basic monitoring framework to facilitate accountability for results.

Priorities

Compacts should be grounded in a commitment to strict prioritisation across sectors. This will

require complementing humanitarian needs-based approaches with explicit efforts to prioritise

peacebuilding and statebuilding activities based on more realistic assumptions about available resources.

Prioritisation should ideally be done on the basis of a national plan but should at a minimum be agreed based on international transition objectives, a national transition strategy and joint contextual risk analysis.

Funding sources and instruments

Compacts should map expected funding levels and flows and set out a strategy for how funds will

be used to deliver on agreed priorities. National governments and donors should agree how different

resource flows (domestic resources, humanitarian and development aid, non-ODA) will support specific priorities.

Monitoring and accountability

Compacts should include a few basic indicators to measure and assess progress against agreed priorities. Lessons show that monitoring frameworks can easily become big and bureaucratic, effectively preventing rather than facilitating progress. Key is to identify a few important context-specific indicators that could serve as basis for regular reassessments of priorities, progress and funding arrangements to ensure continued relevance and identify and address opportunities and risks to development investments.

Elements of transition compacts
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