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The climate and ecological 
crises
Key facts and figures



Planetary 
boundaries



The 
doughnut 
economy



World 
Economic 
Forum

The Global Risks 
Report (2020)
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9.5 billion people by 2050



140 million people are joining the middle class every year
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By 2050, 70% of the world’s population will be living in cities

50% of which are not yet built



We produce about 300 million tonnes of plastic waste each year



60% of the world’s ecosystems are degraded



85% of the wetlands present in 1700 have been lost



The biodiversity crisis



18.8 million new disaster-related displacements

(2017), the vast majority weather-related



• Ambitious mitigation 
actions are indispensable 
to limit warming to 1.5ºC

• Current NDC are not 
sufficient

• Must reach net zero CO2

emissions by 2050 and 
deep reductions of other 
GHG, esp. CH4

• Human-induced warming 

reached approx. 1ºC 

above pre-industrial 

levels 

• Past emissions are 

unlikely to raise global 

mean temperatures 

above 1.5ºC

IPCC 1.5ºC report (key findings)



Paris Agreement: 
Impact of NDCs on global emissions



IPCC 1.5ºC report
Key message: 

there are significant differences between a 1.5ºC 
future and a 2.0ºC one



• Goals for conserving and 

sustainably using nature 

cannot be met by current 

trajectories. Transformative 

changes are necessary.

• Nature and its vital 
contributions to people, 
are deteriorating 
worldwide

• Direct and indirect drivers 
of change have 
accelerated during the 
past 50 years

IPBES Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 
(highlights)





• Many land-related CCM 

options do not increase 

competition for land, many 

w/co-benefits for CCA

• CCM options related to 

land are key to most 

scenarios

• Climate change is already 

affecting food security

• Combating land 

degradation and restoring 

degraded land is urgent 

to protect biodiversity and 

ecosystem services

• Unless urgent action is 

taken. Implementation of 

proven actions to combat 

land degradation will 

become more difficult and 

costly over time. 

IPCC and IPBES reports on land



Responding to the climate 
and ecological crisis
The policy basis for transformative action



The Treaties

Art. 11 of the Treaty on the 

Functioning of the EU

“Environmental protection requirements 

must be integrated into the definition and 

implementation of the Union’s policies 

and activities, in particular with a view to 

promoting sustainable development”





• EU committed to support the 
implementation of the Rio Conventions

• Convention on Biological Diversity

• Aichi Biodiversity Targets - Strategic Goal A: 
“Address the underlying causes of biodiversity 
loss by mainstreaming biodiversity across 
government and society”

• COP13 (2016) and COP14 (2018) promoting 
mainstreaming of biodiversity into different 
sectors. 

• EU Biodiversity Strategy (2020)

• Will strengthen the “biodiversity proofing 
framework”

The Rio Conventions



• Emphasises implementation of Agenda 2030  
and the Paris Climate Agreement

• Promotes integration of environment and 
climate change in all development cooperation 
sectors

• Promotes resource use efficiency, sustainable 
consumption and production, uncoupling of 
economic growth from environmental 
degradation

• Promotes integration of environment in policy 
dialogue

• Supports implementation of NDCs

• Promotes clean energy, sustainable agriculture, 
IWRM, resilient infrastructure, green and circular 
economy...
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Approaches for transformative action

DEDICATED PROGRAMMES

Global Climate Change Alliance

Switch to Green

Biodiversity for Life

FLEGT

Geographical programmes

INTEGRATION

Agriculture & Food Security

Private Sector Development

Water & Sanitation

Infrastructure & Transport

Energy



An increased ambition 
towards sustainability and 
climate action



Financial commitments up to 2020

Dedicate at least 20% of EU budget 

(2014-2020) to climate-related actions

Double financial flows to 

biodiversity in developing 

countries by 2015 and up to 

2020

>332 M€/yr

20%



New ambition for 2021-2027

25%

Dedicate at least 25% of EU budget (2021-2027) 

to climate-related actions (tbc)

???



Where are we now – on Biodiversity?

* Data for DEVCO-managed actions



Where do contributions to biodiversity 
come from?



Where are we now – on Climate Action?

10,3%

12,9%

22,8%

25,5% 22,3%
24,6%

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

% of commitments

Average
20,4%

* Data for DEVCO-managed actions



Where do contributions to climate action 
come from?



Challenges under geographisation –
can you spot it?



The European Green Deal in 
action
Aurelie Godefroy – DEVCO C2 Deputy Head of Unit



By using the European Green Deal as our 

compass, we can turn the crisis of this 

pandemic into an opportunity to rebuild our 

economies differently and make them more 

resilient,” the Commission president said.

A FAIR AND GREEN TRANSITION TO BUILD BACK BETTER

European Green Deal: EU ambitious roadmap for 
economic and social transformation toward climate 
neutrality and resource efficiency



A very comprehensive strategy…

Covering all policies (energy, transport, industry, trade, agriculture… but also education…)

And mobilising all tools: regulations and standards, policies, investments, taxation, research, 
diplomacy



Going beyond the EU

• Continue to promote and implement ambitious environment, climate and energy policy across the world

• Convince and support partners to take their share through diplomacy, trade policy and development support

• EU set standards – Market leverage and EU expertise to increase norms and standards in partner countries

• Engage on the phasing out of fossil fuel subsidies

• Make the respect of the Paris Agreement an essential element of all future comprehensive trade 

agreements

• Work with Africa to bring climate and environmental issues to the centre of our relations. Proposal to launch 

NaturAfrica

• Build Green Alliances with partner countries and regions (Latin America, Caribbean, Asia, Pacific)

• Set up a Green Agenda for the Western Balkans and establish environment, energy and climate 

partnerships with the Eastern Partnership and Southern Neighbourhood



Implementation: policy developments

• European Climate Law enshrining 2050 climate neutrality objective in legislation

• “Towards a comprehensive Strategy with Africa” (March): partner w/Africa to maximise benefits of 

the green transition and minimize threats to the environment in full compliance with the Paris 

Agreement

• Circular Economy Action Plan (March): promotes sustainable products with focus on resource 

intensive sectors and calls for mainstreaming of circular economy in external action

• Biodiversity Strategy 2030 (May): strong external dimension; calls for stepping up actions with 

partners to tackle biodiversity loss and its root causes

• Farm to Fork (May): to ensure transition to sustainable food systems globally

• To be followed: Renewed EU sustainable finance strategy (Sept), Climate Pact, climate and energy 

intermediary targets plan (2030-2050), forest strategy, EU adaptation strategy, energy reform, EU 

Emissions Trading Scheme, smart and sustainable mobility, chemicals and zero-pollution



• All policies and actions must contribute

• DO NO HARM / DO GOOD

• Review of existing policies

“All EU actions and policies will have to contribute to the European 

Green Deal objectives…the Commission will refocus the European 

Semester process of macroeconomic coordination to integrate the 

United Nations’ sustainable development goals, to put sustainability 

and the well-being of citizens at the centre of economic policy, and 

the sustainable development goals at the heart of the EU’s 

policymaking and action”

“All EU actions and policies should pull together to help the EU 

achieve a successful and just transition towards a sustainable 

future”

Implementation: greening EU cooperation



• To be translated in the future programming through specific programmes and mainstreaming +

• Enhanced focus on transformative sectors/areas

• Greening across the board, using a number of processes and tools:

• Diplomacy and policy dialogue ・ Capacity development

• Budgets and PFM ・”Do no harm” - safeguards

• Investment and finance – the sustainable finance agenda

• Joint programming and Team Europe Initiatives as preferred options

Looking for transformative interventions, complementarity and subsidiarity

Implementation: greening our cooperation



Promoting transformative 
action
Beyond “do no harm”



Action

Environment



Direct impacts, examples:

• Deforestation/land use change

• Landscape fragmentation

Indirect impacts, examples:

• Induced water pollution from 
subsidies to inorganic fertilisers

• Coastal erosion from sediments 
retention in a dam

Direct and Indirect impacts



• Cost of electricity increased up 

to 167% per unit cost following 

degradation of the Gishwati

forest and Rugezi wetland

Ecosystem Services - Rwanda



• About 4.2 million premature 
deaths globally are linked to 
ambient air pollution (WHO)

• 1.6 million deaths each year  -
mostly women and children - can 
be attributed to diseases from 
smoke inhalation from open 
cooking fires

Impacts of air pollution



The “do no harm approach”

Monitoring

Integrate environment and climate change in project monitoring

Sound design

Minimise impacts 
on the environment

Minimise GHG 
emissions

Climate proofing

Key questions:

• Can the project negatively 

affect the environment?

• How can adverse 

environmental impacts be 

minimised?

• How to ensure climate 

resilience of the project?



The “do more good approach”

Monitoring

Integrate environment and climate change in project monitoring

Sound design

Minimise impacts on 
the environment

Minimise GHG 
emissions

Climate proofing

Project identification

Alignment to environmental and 
climate objectives

Contributes to NDC implementationKey question:

• What type of project is 

needed to achieve 

development objectives in 

an environmentally 

sustainable, climate resilient 

and low carbon manner?



Do no harm approach

• Can the road route avoid sensitive 

environmental landscapes?

• What construction techniques and 

materials to minimize impact?

• How to climate proof the road?

Do more good approach

• What’s the best alternative to 

achieve sustainable mobility 

objectives (road? railway? public 

transport?)



• Metalexacto, a small lead foundry in 
Peru, increased productivity of 
secondary Pb by 34.7 t/yr (some 
$16,980) through simple EE measures 
* burner replacement, change of refractory bricks, hood on 
furnace

• Improved operating efficiency, with 
waste reductions of 35,500 kg/yr in raw 
materials and reduced emissions of 
almost 240 tCO2eq.

Success story: energy 
efficiency



Renewable energy creates jobs

Employment in off-grid jobs



• Development of drought-tolerant maize 
varieties

• 160 varieties released and scaled-up

• Farmers harvested over 600 kg more 
maize per ha (equivalent to US$240/ha 
- a buffer of 9 months’ worth of 
additional food security)

Switching to drought-
tolerant maize in Zimbabwe



Guidance and support





Country Environmental 
Profile (CEP)

Environment and climate 
risk screening

Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA)

Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA)

Climate Risk Assessment 
(CRA)

Environmental 
Management Plan (EMP)

Performance indicators

Identification/formulation 
studies

Monitoring missions

ROM

Mid-term evaluations

Final evaluations
Budget support eligibility 
assessment

Policy dialogue

Climate Risk Management 
Plan (CRMP)

Mainstreaming tools in the EU cycle of 
operations



Technical assistance in support of programming and implementation of the external dimension of the 

European Green Deal implementation 

 Unit 
Current 
Amount 

(M€) 

Planned 
Amount 

(M€) 

All 
countries/ 
restricted 

 
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

Climate action 

Global Climate Change Alliance (GCCA+, including ACP) C6 4.9 - All         

National Determined Contributions facility (NDC facility) C6 - 14 All         

Biodiversity 

Biodiversity for Life (B4Life) C2 1.8 - All 

 

        

Forests for the future facility (F4) C2 9 - All        

Horizontal support to greening  EU cooperation 

Environment and climate change mainstreaming C2 1.4 4 All 
 

      

Circular economy 

SWITCH to Green and Water Facilities C2 5.7 - All 

 

      

From Farm to Fork 

Value Chain Analysis (VC4D) C1 8.3 - All        

Advisory Services for Resilient Agri-Food Systems (ASRAFS) C1 6 - All        

Capacity for Nutrition (C4N) C1 20 - All        

Comité de Liaison Europe-Afrique-Caraïbes-Pacifique (COLEACP) C1 16.1 - ACP        

Sustainable energy 

Technical Assistance Facility (TAF) C6 39.1 - All        

Sustainable cities 

Sustainable cities C5 p.m. p.m. All        

     Confirmed duration  Potential extension 

 



Further 
information

EuropeAid-C2-
MAINSTREAMING@ec.europa.eu

Guidance documents available in:

capacity4dev.eu (public group on Environment, Climate Change 
and Green Economy)



Q&A



Save the date! – upcoming webinars

• Greening EU Development Cooperation II: key tools and instruments – 14 Sept 2020

• Greening EU Development Cooperation: Crash course for top management – 13 Oct 2020

• Updates on international climate negotiations – 22 Sept 2020

• Introduction to the circular economy – 29 Sept 2020

• Updates on international biodiversity and desertification negotiations – dates tbd



Keep in touch

Use your EU Login credentials to join Capacity4dev.eu

Connect with us

https://twitter.com/capacity4dev
https://www.facebook.com/capacity4dev.eu/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.linkedin.com/company/capacity4dev/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPE9vOTOGEIUbyTDTcVeXTQ?view_as=subscriber
https://soundcloud.com/capacity4dev
https://europa.eu/capacity4dev/


Thank you
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