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“As the world’s largest single market, the EU 

can set standards that apply across global 

value chains.”



Farm to 

Fork 

Strategy

(05-2020)

→ Possible initiative to include sustainability requirements for the food industry (2021)

→ Possible EU code and monitoring framework for responsible business and marketing 

conduct in the food supply chain (2021)

2030 

Biodiversity 

Strategy

(03-2020)

→ Proposed measures to support deforestation-free value chains (2021)

→ Mobilise all tools of external action and international partnerships to address biodiversity crisis

Sustainable 
Finance 
Strategy

→ Review of the Non-Financial Reporting Directive (2020)

→ Taxonomy Regulation - classification system for environmentally sustainable investments

→ Develop EU standards for sustainable financial products (e.g. EU Green Bond Standard)

Existing 

supply 

chain 

regulations

→ EU Timber Regulation / FLEGT (2010):  Prohibits import of illegal timber on EU market

→ EU Conflict Minerals Regulation (2017): Supply chain due diligence obligations 

for EU importers of tin, tantalum and tungsten and gold from conflict areas.

Green Deal policy initiatives on sustainable supply chains

Circular 

Economy 

Action Plan 

(03-2020)

→ Proposed sustainable products initiative with focus on resource intense sectors such as 

textiles, construction, electronics and plastics, incl. EU Strategy for Textiles (2021)

→ Initiative on sustainable corporate governance (horizontal due diligence rules)

→ Critical Raw Materials Action Plan to make EU raw material supply secure and sustainable



Sustainable Corporate Governance Initiative (DG JUST)

• Announced in the Circular Economy Action Plan and Farm to Fork Strategy,  and 

included in 2021 CWP for adoption in Q2/2021.

• Will propose new EU rules requiring companies to undertake human rights and 

environmental due diligence, and a directors’ duty of care for stakeholders 

and long-term interests of the company.

• Aim is to create a level playing field and legal certainty for EU companies.

• Horizontal rules as “minimum standard” with sectoral measures to follow.

• Important role of EU development cooperation to increase positive impact of EU 

legislation on developing countries.



EU development cooperation experiences

Textiles
Conflict 

Minerals



Thank you!
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