EU BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY 2020-30

«Biodliversity — an important external component of the Green Deal _ The
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The new EU biodiversity strategy 2020-30 is an important component of the Green Deal. Most of its components are primarily EU related (though some have important international implications), but it also has an external component (of which EU commitments for the CBD COP).
 
The main internal EU commitments are to:
Increase protected areas (30% land and 30% sea)
Restore ecosystems (pollinators, free flowing rivers, planting trees, organic farming, pesticides, etc)
Transformative change (more global and integrated vision of resources available and impacts on nature as part of European Green Deal, enforcement and monitoring, business for biodiversity and sustainable finance taxonomy, natural capital accounting, research and education).
 
This slide focuses on the external component of the strategy:
 1. Ocean governance. Important to support SIDS in particular to make sustainable use of biodiversity. Zero-tolerance on IUU fishing also have important implications for certain developing country partners.
2. It is a key step forward to state explicitly that the EU trade policy will be supportive of biodiversity. Some key measures: 
The FTAs will have reinforced provisions to ensure multilateral agreements on environmental and labour matters are applied
Legislative measures will be adopted to ensure commodity imports are “deforestation free”.
The EU action plan on Wildlife Trafficking will be reviewed.  
3. International cooperation: though the financial targets of Hyderabad have been reached by the EU (mainly thanks to EC and Germany), support for biodiversity will be increased. More information on funding is needed from all MS.
This includes “direct” support, on conservation, restoration etc. Naturafrica summarises our approach, we will develop it later in this presentation.
But renewed attention will be paid to other sectors’ positive or negative impacts on biodiversity (cf. later on mainstreaming).
The “people” dimension is at the heart of our support: gender, human rights, etc need to be enhanced hand-in-hand with biodiversity.
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3 main strands of intervention in future + 2 transversal dimensions

1. Direct support to the protection, sustainable use and restoration of areas and species of strategic importance for biodiversity 
Support strategies and flagships (national or multi-county) that have benefits for nature, such as NaturAfrica, including for large scale land-restoration actions.
Develop large scale integrated approaches to biodiversity conservation and ecosystem restoration at landscape levels
Scale up support for small scale local action in partnership with leading donors, local communities and CSOs in key biodiversity hotspots.
Support biodiversity-friendly and climate-proof restoration of ecosystems.

2. Reduce pressure on wildlife and forests, tackle wildlife and timber trafficking and promote legal, sustainable and safe trade and consumption of wildlife.
Continue supporting international cross border initiatives on wildlife trafficking (e.g. ivory, pangolins, and precious woods) and its connection with insecurity, conflicts and crime.
Support action at local level to address wildlife crime, including the definition and implementation of national legislation and effective regulation.
Step up action on the “one health” dimension of deforestation, encroachments on natural land
Promote sustainable and safe trade and use/consumption of wildlife and timber

3. Integrating biodiversity considerations in key sectors (including education), tackling the drivers of biodiversity loss and promoting a win-win development scenario for nature and people
It is essential to help partner countries ensure negative impacts on ecosystems and biodiversity are understood and to the extent possible averted in sectoral policies and programmes.. 
Integrate climate and environment actions to end the mutually reinforcing trends of climate change and ecosystem degradation. 
Support the development of enabling policy and regulatory frameworks. Use policy dialogue, capacity building and budget support.
Step up cooperation on implementation of key international agreements and instruments for biodiversity (CBD, CITES, but also UNCCD,   UNFCCC, Paris Agreement and other major MEAs). 
Foster support of partner countries in view of the adoption and effective implementation of an ambitious national commitments in line with the global framework for Biodiversity to be adopted at the 2021 CBD COP in China.
Address indirect drivers of loss through a range of other actions, e.g. focusing on pollution, circular economy, environmental governance, sustainable consumption and production, green economy, etc.

These three strands of interventions will require adequate human capacities, knowledge-sharing and robust monitoring systems. They will mobilise scientific research, higher education and technical/vocational training, from the ground-based observations to the setup of regional platforms able to measure the progress in the indicators and the impact of the biodiversity-related activities.
defined by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) as “actions to protect, sustainably manage, and restore natural or modified ecosystems, that address societal challenges effectively and adaptively, simultaneously providing human well-being and biodiversity benefits”.

All these activities strongly take into account the ‘human rights’ dimension: rights of indigenous people, community-rights based approach, gender, defense of nature activists, youth…


INTEGRATED LANDSCAPE AND SEASCAPE MANAGEMENT

Natural / human landscapes with multiple
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governance, ecosystem services
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The ‘Watershared’ initiative was developed by the NaturaBolivia Foundation. It’s an interesting variant of the Payment for Ecosystem Services model. Here upper watershed farmers and the downstream water users enter into what’s called a Reciprocal Water Agreement whereby, in exchange for protecting and sustainably using the upper watershed, the farmers receive incentive packages from a three-way Municipal Water Fund comprising the Municipal Government, the Water Service Provider and the NGO facilitator. They’ve developed these kinds of agreements in about 10% of the Municipalities in Bolivia. The incentive packages are not in the form of direct cash payments but rather the form of equipment like piping for irrigation, water tanks, fencing, fruit tree seedlings, bee hives, etc…
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Virunga National Park (784.368 ha) is the oldest park in Africa (1925) and a World Heritage Site. One of the most biologically diverse protected areas of the continent. The park harbours more mammal, bird, and reptile species than any other park on the planet.


The EU has been supporting the Virunga National Park over the past decades through an integrated response linking biodiversity protection with economic development. This support has brought good results: the Park is now seen as an example of how the EU can bring stability and better living conditions for the local population.
 
The main areas of interventions for the period 2014-2020 and their key achievements are: 
i) Stabilisation and security through law enforcement: 
Ongoing restoration of State sovereignty and non-predatory economic activities, through the creation of a network to re-establish the administrations in charge of the rule of law. 
Around 60 000 jobs will be created, including for reintegration of ex-militia.
ii) Ecotourism development:
Tourism generated € 0.5 million over summer 2017 and is expected to grow to € 2 million for this year 2019. 
Of the revenue generated by the park: 1/3 is reinvested in socio-economic development (schools, hospitals, and support to the private sector), the rest contributes to financing the park rangers and is transferred to central government.
iii) Sustainable energy through micro-hydropower 
4 hydropower plants (60 MW), providing energy at a lower price than charcoal. This allows a green economic development through small loans via a smart grid.
iv) Agriculture and fishery added value chains:  
Energy availability has allowed SMEs creation, unlocking fisheries in Lake Edward as well as agricultural value chains (coffee, chocolate, soap, maize and vegetables).
Potential “cascading” effect
i) Larger development of eco-tourism
The mountain gorillas makes this landscape a “unique” destination. Facilitation of tourist access could enable the establishment of a network in Eastern DRC, Rwanda and Uganda protected areas fostering the link between biodiversity, jobs and stability.
ii) Expansion to sustainable cities
Virunga National Park is analysing the potential of special economic zones around the towns of Beni and Butembo combined with sustainable city development: access to energy (underway), drinking water supply, waste management, good local governance, urban planning, access to health and education. The recognition of local authorities and their empowerment can foster sustainable economic development.
iii) Renewable energy and Energy efficiency 
The completion of the network of hydropower plants should reach a production of 100 Mega Watts. The financing is not completed but it would have enormous impact in Eastern DRC.
iv) Agriculture and fishery value chains small and medium enterprises
Upscaling local value-addition for fish, palm oil in soap, coffee, cocoas, plants… This contribute to improving the local business environment and livelihood as well as to regional economic integration (trade through Rwanda and Uganda to Kenya and Tanzania ports.
v) Small and Medium Enterprises
Emergence of small and medium enterprises around the Park through “enterprise incubators”. The tertiary sector will be promoted using energy and access to Internet to link MSMEs with potential regional and international markets.
vi) Food and nutrition security
Biodiversity plays a crucial role in food and nutrition security, wild and indigenous plants can provide year-round harvest of healthy, nutrient-dense foods, which will fill specific nutrient gaps. Promotion of the production, consumption, and conservation of local underutilized species will help to sustain livelihoods and ecosystems.
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A virtuous circle….

Supported since 1988. 
For every Euro spent on the park, 3 are spent on socio-economic development. 
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Photo credits: Blue Ventures, G. Dubois, C.Aveling, P.Betts, M.Bellosta, C.Chatelain, P.Mayaux, Natura Bolivia, N.Ortega, Virunga Foundation.
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