
INVITATION
EU CO-ORDINATION MEETING ON THE ACTION PLAN FOR FOREST LAW ENFORCEMENT, GOVERNANCE AND TRADE (FLEGT)
Brussels, 19 June 2012
I would like to invite you to attend an informal meeting of the Commission and Member States. This meeting will continue the series of ad hoc meetings which have been held to support the development of the FLEGT initiative. 

The meeting will take place on the 19th June 2012. The meeting will take place in the Europe Aid Office for development and cooperation (DG DEVCO) office on Rue de la Science, 15, Salle Nyerere on the ground floor from 10:00 to 17:00. 
The meeting will discuss progress with the EU FLEGT Action Plan, discuss coordination of collective efforts under the Action Plan, update on progress with VPA negotiations and implementation and discuss technical issues arising in the implementation of Legality Assurance Systems currently under development in a number of countries. I attach a proposed agenda to guide the discussion. If there are additional concerns that you would like to discuss, please feel free to suggest additional items for the agenda. 
The meeting is intended for representatives of Member State governments who wish to be more closely involved in the implementation of the EU FLEGT Action Plan. I would be appreciative if you could let us know of any changes in your officials who wish to follow FLEGT matters.  Discussions will be of an informal nature, in English without translation. 

It is important to register for the meeting in advance. For further information, directions, and to confirm your attendance contact Alexis Borremans (EuropeAid-FLEGT-MEETING@ec.europa.eu) +32 2 2953958. Those who cannot attend the meeting, but who wish to receive the relevant papers, should contact Julia Falconer.

Yours sincerely,

Cristina Pasca Palma
Head of Unit, C2
Enclosure: 
Agenda


EU co-ordination meeting on the Action Plan for Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT)
DG DEVCO Rue de la Science 15, Salle Nyerere 
19 June 2012
Start at 10:00 
1.  Update on VPAs

· Overview of country processes- note 4 new countries: Guyana, Honduras, Laos, Cote d'Ivoire 
· we are looking to Member States to indicate if they are prepared to accompany any these new processes
· Issues arising in on-going negotiations: Malaysia, Vietnam, Gabon, DRC

· Challenges of Implementation: establishing LAS;  Tracking systems update; Sustaining stakeholder processes; Impact monitoring; Independent Market Monitor
· Feedback from Joint Implementation Committees: lessons learnt. 

· MS reflections on Rules of Procedure, Annual report structure? The Aide Memoires of the Ghana, Cameroon and Liberia JIC are attached for information
· Preparation for FLEGT licensed timber on the EU side: See attached synthesis of information received from MS (through CIRCA for the FLEGT Committee). Update from workshop on Customs role in FLEGT license inspection.
· Please provide update on the attached Table that identifies competent authorities (note that the following still to be indicated: Czech, Estonia, France, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lux, Malta, NL, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovinia). 

In addition, on a number of occasions MS have raised concerns over coordination of approaches on verification procedures, sanctions and handling problematic licenses. 

· Does any MS want to volunteer to prepare a non-paper on questions of coordination on such matters? 
Lunch 

2.  Coordination and planning future FLEGT actions: Coordination of EU efforts and ideas on how to work more efficiently together. DEVCO to present an overview & MS ideas welcome!
· Identification of need for more support: new countries entering process (FLEGT Envoys needed in Gabon, Laos, Guyana, Honduras, Cote d'Ivoire); Estimates of the support needed for VPA negotiations and implementation – identification of important gaps.  

Summary information will be sent in advance of the meeting. We would welcome a discussion on what support MS can provide and a discussion on what measures to take to attract the required support   

Linked to the question of needs: any volunteers for a non-paper on how to tackle growing demand for VPAs, particularly in light of the EU Timber regulation? 

· Coordination of FLEGT projects: feedback from FLEGT week; introduction to the capacity4dev FLEGT group see:  http://capacity4dev.ec.europa.eu/public-flegt/
· We propose to set up a "closed group" on capacity4dev to share information and updates with the ad hoc group: Yes? No? We will sign you up on site!!
Interactive map of Commission FLEGT projects See:  http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/temp/flegt 

· discussion on whether to integrate MS projects as well. See attached template to upload project information

· Country level coordination: FAO Facility update, local call for proposals EU, MS initiatives.

· Update on ENRTP call for proposals 2012, timing, discuss opportunities for parallel coordinated support. See attached for description on FLEGT
· Feedback and further discussion on high level political meeting to reflect on FLEGT so far, to bring together Ministers of VPA countries. FAO Accra Lesson Learning event – October. High level segment to bring regional FLEGT partners together?
3. EU Timber Regulation and FLEGT VPAs: communications and outreach on VPA and EU Timber regulation. Discussion on key messages, planned outreach, private sector initiatives. Tour de Table MS and EFI, DG ENV to share ideas on communication strategy (and TORs)   

4.  Update on other FLEGT actions: China and India Env't dialogues, ITTO side event legality requirements, Burma/Myanmar, ASEM Summit  other actions to report from MS?

Close at 17:30 
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