FR - Non paper on some issues concerning the handling of FLEGT licenses by Competent Authorities in the EU Member States 

· 1st issue : 

When an importer makes several declarations for the release in free circulation for a shipment covered by a single FLEGT license

Competent authorities, in cooperation with their customs authorities, will have to monitor the quantities of goods that FLEGT licenses holders are declaring to customs for release in free circulation. 

It is a common procedure for importers to keep goods in customs sheds and declare them to customs for the release in free circulation in several times. This means that some FLEGT licenses may be mentioned in several declarations to customs. Therefore it is necessary to monitor the quantities that are declared to customs in order to know what are the quantities left to be declared for each FLEGT license. 

To achieve this, it is important that each license mentions only on type of product, i.e. there must be only one code in box 10 of the form (“HS-heading”). Otherwise it will be impossible to use the informations about the volume, net weight or number of units (boxes 14,15,16 of the form). It is necessary to spread the message in every VPA-country that one FLEGT license should be issued for one HS-heading only. 

In the French version of the form, the box 10 is entitled “Positions du SH”, which is plural, whereas the legend on the next page is “Position du SH” which is singular. It would be a good thing if the Commission could correct this.

· 2nd issue : 

When an importer splits a shipment covered by a single FLEGT license and declares for the release in free circulation in several EU Member States

The case of importers splitting shipments and declaring goods covered by a single FLEGT license in more than one country will be problematic to handle in the absence of an IT solution at the EU level.

Currently many Member States are implementing IT solutions at the national level to communicate the result of licenses verification to their customs authorities. If a shipment with a unique FLEGT license is to be declared to customs in several member states, the importer will have to send the license to every concerned Competent Authority, which is impossible in practice because it is supposed to produce the original form. 

A solution to allow split shipments would be to develop an IT solution at the EU level that would connect all the national applications. 

· 3rd issue:

When a Competent Authority detects a fraudulent FLEGT license 

When a license is refused by a Competent Authority in a Member State it is important that the other Competent Authorities receive this information quickly to prevent this license to be used in another Member State. 

Informations about suspicious importers need to be exchanged between the Member States so that every CA can have the same level a awareness about the validity of licenses.

Building up an online forum or platform would be the simplest solution to do address this issue efficiently.

