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Workshop on the role of customs in environmental protection
Ronne (Bornholm), 22-24 May 2012
Main conclusions



Our environment does not have borders but needs protection. Authorities should join forces!
Environmental protection is an essential EU policy enshrined in the Lisbon Treaty. Customs can contribute by ensuring that international trade in goods complies with environmental laws
Customs have a long experience in enforcing environmental legislation, like the CITES Convention on endangered species
Customs are solicited to carry out new tasks for protecting the environment, for example under the EU FLEGT licensing scheme for timber.
Environmental control is a challenge for customs. In order to facilitate their work, there is a need for:
- Clear legal provisions on the responsibilities and tasks of customs.
- Organisations responsible for the delivery of environmental activities to ensure that appropriate priority is given to this in their national plans.
- Close cooperation between customs and competent authorities.
In Bornholm, the Danish Presidency and the Commission organised a workshop with representatives of customs and competent authorities from 26 Member States and Candidate countries, to discuss how to support customs in carrying out environmental controls in an efficient way.
Three themes were discussed: control of Waste shipments, FLEGT/CITES and the REACH legislation
The main challenges identified are the complexity of the legislation, different concepts and procedures in the environmental and customs areas and identification of the products concerned.
The workshop found there is a need for:
- developing guidelines on the control of waste shipments
- developing guidelines on the control of timber in the context of the FLEGT licensing scheme, taking into account the CITES enforcement experience
- developing common risk criteria wherever necessary for the application of environmental legislation
- providing for a national framework for cooperation between customs and competent authorities, in particular by adopting national legislation and by concluding memoranda of understanding
- providing training at national and EU levels.
The legal basis for customs controls of the REACH legislation was discussed. Clarification and necessary adoptions are still needed
These conclusions will be presented to the European Parliament, the Customs Policy Group, the Council Customs Union Group and the relevant environmental committees such as the FLEGT committee and the REACH Forum.
The workshop endorses the idea of setting up an expert working group to address the above-mentioned needs.
A summary of the outcomes of the workshop is attached in the annex.
