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Agenda

• Going circular and zero-pollution: building the case

• EU’s ambition to lead a global transition to the CE and the fight against pollution

• National level processes: towards a circular economy and a healthier planet for all

• Circular economy intervention areas: examples in priority value chains, and in cities

• Closing points

Q & A

Q & A



Going circular and zero 
pollution:
building the case



Why circular and zero pollution?



Why the urgency?

Source: Stockholm Resilience Centre

Source: https://www.circularity-gap.world/

https://www.circularity-gap.world/


Circular economy transition opportunities

Eliminating Pollution 

/ Waste to avoid 

costs and create new 

revenue streams

Fostering greener 

and more resilient 

value chains

Protecting nature: 

addressing resource 

scarcity, biodiversity 

loss, climate change

Job creation: in 

waste management,  

digitalisation, 

materials innovation
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A pathway to sustainable development

• Decent work and economic growth

• Industry, Innovation & Infrastructure

• Sustainable consumption & production

Graph adapted from European Environment 

Agency, ‘Resource efficient green economy 

and EU policies’, Report No. 2/2014.

SDG 8

SDG 9

SDG 12



Understanding the circular economy:
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The circular economy industrial system diagram, adopted from the
EllenMcArthur Foundation (2013), “Towards the circular economy”

Two material cycles: 

a. biological cycle: residues are 

returned to nature after use; 

b. technical cycle: products, 

components or materials are designed 

and marketed to minimise wastage



How to achieve circularity: The principles

Giving back to 

Nature: 

Regenerate 

natural systems

Less Waste: 

Design out waste 

and pollution

Products and 

materials in use: 

Design long-

lasting, easy-to-

reuse products, 

change attitudes
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Recycling Buildings

• Technology: Construction 

materials from demolition waste

• Policy: Construction & Demolition 

Waste Management Regulation

• Economy: profitable C&DW 

products

• Society: Sustainable Housing

CE and zero-pollution 
in practice



Hello Tractor

• Farmers share the use of tractors

• App or Booking agents enable 

farmers access tractor services

• Improves productivity

• Reduces investment costs

• Offers security (asset tracking & 

virtual monitoring

Collaborative consumption by small-scale farmers

CE in practice



The EU ambition:
leading a global transition to the circular economy and the global fight 

against pollution



A cross-cutting priority of the Green Deal



A comprehensive framework

▪ 1st EU CEAP

▪ 2030 Agenda

▪ New Consensus

▪ Prosperity 

through Trade 

and Investment 

Updating the EU 

Strategy on Aid 

for Trade

▪ Connecting

Europe and Asia

▪ Africa – Europe 

Alliance for 

Sustainable 

Investment and 

Jobs

▪ EU, LA and 

Caribbean: 

joining forces for 

a common 

future 

▪ EU and Central 

Asia: New 

Opportunities 

for a Stronger 

Partnership 

▪ Green Deal

▪ Comprehensive

strategy with

Africa

▪ CEAP 2.0

2015 2017 2018 2019 2020



▪ High ambition to drive the global 

transition through measures at global 

level

▪ Possible impacts on third countries 

through new sustainability 

requirements for products and services

▪ Contributions to Policy Coherence for 

Development

A strong global dimension



Sustainable 
Product Policy 

Framework

• Design 
sustainable 
products

• Empower
consumers

• Circularity in 
production 
processes

Key Product Value 
Chains

• Electronics / ICT

• Batteries and 
Vehicles

• Packaging

• Plastics

• Textiles

• Construction and 
Buildings

• Food, water 

Less Waste, More 
Value

• Waste reduction 
and circularity

• Reduce the use 
of hazardous
substances

• Market for 
secondary raw
materials

• Addressing
waste exports

Circular Economy 
for People, 

Regions, Cities

• Support skills 
development

• Supporting CE 
through cohesion 
policy funds, the 
Just Transition 
Mechanism and 
urban initiatives

CEAP 2.0: Main actions



CEAP 2.0: Measures at Global level

▪ Lead by example

▪ Use diplomacy, trade, 

development cooperation 

and other external policies

▪ Set standards for 

sustainable growth across 

global value chains

Leading 
Efforts at 

Global 
Level

Global 
Agreements 
on Plastics / 

Natural 
Resources

Step up 
outreach 
activities

Global CE 
Alliance

Stronger 
partnership 
with Africa

Free Trade 
Agreements

Integrate CE 
to our 

dialogues / 
programmes



A Zero Pollution Action Plan: 
pathway for a healthy planer for all

Air: reduce by more than 55 % premature deaths caused 
by air pollution

Water: reduce waste, plastic litter at sea by 50 % and 
microplastics released into the environment by 30 %

Soil: reduce nutrient losses and chemical pesticides’ use 
by 50 %

Biodiversity: reduce by 25 % the EU ecosystems where 
air pollution threatens biodiversity

Noise: reduce by 30 % the share of people chronically 
disturbed by transport noise

Waste: reduce significantly total waste generation and by 
50 % residual municipal waste

Targets by 2030



Key actions in the zero-pollution action plan

Improve human 
health and well-being

Living within our 
planetary boundaries

Boost change across 
society

Zero pollution from 
production and 
consumption

Implement and 
enforce pollution laws 

more strictly

Minimise the EU’s 
external pollution 

footprint and promote 
change globally

Track progress and 
mainstream zero 

pollution



Zero Pollution 
Action Plan: 
Measures at 
Global level

EU external action 

combining Green 

Deal diplomacy, 

development policy, 

trade and investments



• Current contributions mainly through green business development (e.g.

SWITCH to Green) and cities (e.g. EIP sustainable cities guarantees)

• Encouraging attention to CE in the programming and TEI development

Integrate CE and zero-pollution in our 
programmes

Integrate CE 
& zero-

pollution in 
EU 

dialogues/ 
programmes



Integrate CE and zero-pollution in our 
programmes

Integrate CE 
& zero-

pollution in 
EU 

dialogues / 
programmes



Questions & Answers I



National level processes 
towards circular economy
How to get partner countries engaged in CE processes



Partner countries go circular: the stories behind…

• Over 65 countries globally are currently pursuing green growth or green 

economy strategies

• A Circular Economy transition is being actively supported in an increasing 

number of partner countries

Available at: 
www.switchtogreen.eu (and soon on Cap4Development)

http://www.switchtogreen.eu/


• Integrating Circular Economy 

approaches into different policy 

processes

• Endorsing multi-stakeholder 

commitment

• Enabling policy and leadership

• Disseminating information and 

sharing knowledge

Ecuador’s recipe

The case of Ecuador



Circular economy in Ecuador: Key milestones



Ecuador goes circular: Key lessons-learnt

➢ impetus to reach milestones
EU commitment to co-lead 

the Process

➢ drives the CE transition forward
A champion / key player / 

influencer

➢ informed dialogue

➢ coherent strategy formulation
Shared understanding of CE

➢ multiple entry points to the CE
A deep country and actor 

analysis

➢ actors engage in CE related actions
Topics that drive the debate 

within each sector



“Even with little or no dedicated resources, with the right 

mix of conviction in the importance of a transition to CE, 

dedication to the process, expertise, open dialogue 

spaces with key counterparts, a solid communication 

strategy and a pinch of creativity you can give important 

impulses to the process and achieve a large impact”

Andrea Ferrari Bravo, Head of Cooperation, EU Delegation to Ecuador

CE in Ecuador

Recommendations on EU support



• Translating international targets into 

national development plans

• Evidence-based decisions / 

Informing policy decision-making

• Formulating Strategy and Roadmap

• Mainstreaming the GG & CE Agenda

• Harnessing opportunities for 

cooperation

Uganda’s recipe

The case of Uganda



Circular economy in Uganda: Key milestones



Uganda goes circular: Key lessons-learnt

➢ Navigate the complexity of the 
green/circular economy environment

Experience of partners active 
in IGE/CE

➢ Promote synergies across programme 
components and value chains

A2F / Leverage private sector 
financing

➢ More detailed agenda as a clear 
definition is more broadly accepted

Early start / broad 
understanding of the process

➢ Implementation arrangements and 
conditions for engagement of actors

Shifting to green & circular 
takes time



“The green economy focus is 

topical. There is money to be 

mobilised. It is the future”

Jean-Baptiste Fauvel, Programme Manager, 

EU Delegation to Uganda

Recommendations on EU support

Circular economy in Uganda



Circular economy 
intervention areas
Examples in priority value chains, and in cities



Circular economy intervention areas

Implementing

Inspiring and 

learning

Financing

Enabling



Building the case for the circular economy

Improve awareness 

and understanding 

of the CE potential 

by businesses and

policy makers

Enhanced dialogue

and learning 

mechanisms on CE

Improved awareness 

of consumers on the 

environmental and 

social impact of the 

products they buy
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Circular Economy policy frameworks

institutional 

coordination

stakeholder 

participation
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inclusive

market 

access

favourable 

investment 

climate

Sustainability 

standards

trade policy 

for circular 

products

CE in TVET policy
Waste policy 

frameworks

Sustainable

consumption

policies



Financing circular economy investments

financial 

assessment of CE 

projects

availability of CE-

related financial 

products and 

services for MSMEs / 

regions and cities

quality of bankable 

CE projectsF
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A
N

C
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Circular economy in key value chains and in 
regions & cities

Increased market 

demand for 

recycled/re-used 

goods

Uptake of CE 

business models 

by the private 

sector in key value 

chains

Improved 

competitiveness 

and sustainability 

of companies 

adopting CE 

business models

Uptake of CE 

practices in 

regions & cities
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Circular economy outcome and impact

Uptake of CE 

business models 

and practices

Awareness and

understanding of

the CE potential

CE investment 

financing

Enabling policy

frameworks

a just transition to a climate neutral and circular economy

in key value chains, regions & cities



CE Results chain and indicators guidance

• Inspiring and Learning

• Enabling

• Financing

• Implementing



Technical Assistance

www.switchtogreen.eu

http://www.switchtogreen.eu/


Questions & Answers II



Further 
information

www.switchtogreen.eu

Guidance documents also available in:

capacity4dev.eu (public group on Environment, Climate Change 
and Green Economy)



Thank you
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