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European Development Days 2012

High-Level Panel on Financial Inclusion, 17 October 2012, 16:00 – 17:30
Making Finance Work for Inclusive Development

Today, about 2.7 billion people and 400 million businesses around the world lack basic access to financial services, impeding the development of individuals, businesses, and economies. Access to financial services provides stability and accelerates equitable development and growth for households and businesses. In addition, making financial and microfinance programs accessible for excluded groups such as persons with disabilities —1 billion people worldwide— has great social and economic impact.
This gap is a global challenge, but also an opportunity. New business models are making it possible to provide financial services to those once thought unreachable, thus tackling pervasive development challenges. This high-level panel will showcase how finance can work for inclusive development, highlighting innovative approaches to tackling the needs of financially excluded households, entrepreneurs, and vulnerable groups such as persons with disabilities.  

Panelists:

· Flavia Bwire, Programme Coordinator Micro Finance and Disability Program, Association of Microfinance Institutions of Uganda
· Henri Dommel, Director, Financial Inclusion Division, United Nations Capital Development Fund

· Charlotte McClain-Nhlapo, Coordinator, Office for Disability and Inclusive Development, United States Agency of International Development
· Klaus Rudischhauser, Deputy Director General, Directorate General for Development and Cooperation – EuropeAid, European Commission
· Imoni Akpofure, Director, Western Europe, International Finance Corporation
Moderator: Chris Burns, Talk Show Host, Euronews 

*****************************************

Event Outline

Event length: 90 minutes

Opening – Setting the context 

Moderator welcomes audience and panelists, introduces the represented institutions, panel focus and objective and provides a quick overview of issue.

Commission representative provides a short ‘keynote’ on the financial inclusion agenda, how finance can work for poor people, the EU’s focal areas, the numbers/issues etc – sets the context/bigger picture

Main Panel Discussion 

All panelists participate in the discussion that will seek to answer a set of previously defined questions (moderator will be briefed beforehand to ask specific questions to specific panelists) with the aim of having a debate that:

· Identifies and addresses sources of exclusion;

· Demonstrates how finance can work for poor people and excluded groups such as persons with disabilities;

· Draws lessons/conclusions from projects implemented by the represented institutions;

· Brings  ideas that could be scaled upon to close the financial inclusion gap;

· Makes concrete recommendations to the development community of what more is needed. 

Some sample questions:

· Why is financial inclusion important?

· How can inclusive financial and microfinance approaches make a difference on people's life? 

· What are the expected results for vulnerable groups? What are the positive spillovers on local communities?

· What are the key obstacles to accelerating progress toward financial inclusion? How can they be overcome? 

· How to remove barriers for financial inclusion which prevent excluded groups such as persons with disabilities from exercising their potential to be successful entrepreneurs?
· What is the role of the private sector in closing the gap in access to finance for households and businesses?  How can these commitments be encouraged? 

· How can we measure the development impact of achieving further financial inclusion?

· How do we scale these projects? 

Closing/Wrap-up – 30 min

· Q&A with audience and off-site participants via social media (Twitter, Facebook)

· Short concluding sentence from each panelist “what would be the one issue you would focus on to close the financial inclusion gap?” 

· Concluding remarks
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