Minutes of the Break-out Session on Informing Research, at the Global Climate Chance Alliance – Learning Event, Brussels 14 Sept. 2012.

Objective: 

Whereas scientific research is usually flowing from the research community to the practitioners in the field (e.g. the approach largely taken by IPCC) the existing projects under the GCCA give a unique opportunity to understand what scientific data is needed by practioneers in the field, and inform and stimulate the research community as to provide more relevant scientific information in the future. 

Present: 
JRC IES H.7 Frank Raes (chair), Luc Feyen; 
JRC HQ A.1 Monika Antal

Angel Estebaranz (EU Delegation in Nicaragua for Central America) angel.estebaranz@eeas.europa.eu
Ranjan Prakash Shrestha (EU Delegation in Nepal) ranjan.shrestha@eeas.europa.eu
Norbu Wangchuk (Gross national Happiness Commission, Bhutan) nwangchuck@gnhc.gov.bt
Cynthia Henry Ehmes (Government of the Federated States of Micronesia) climate@mail.fm
Andrea Janoha (EU Delegation in Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean) andrea.janoha@eeas.europa.eu
Hanss-Peter Winkelmann (GCCA Climate Support Facility) info@climate-campus.org
Alain Houyoux (EU Delegation to Gabon) alain.houyoux@eeas.auropa.eu
Ann Gordon (Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre) anngordon56@hotmail.com
Notes:

The breakout session aimed to examine the interaction between research and projects/actions on the ground. Representatives from 5 GCCA initiatives presented their projects, covering a wide geographical range and aspects related to coastal management, forest management, glacier lake outburst, droughts and water scarcity, and extreme events such as hurricanes. In the first round representatives of the regions were asked to identify the problems they are facing when it comes to data and research needs. 
Unanimously the main issues in the different regions are: 
· lack of information: 
· hardly any data are available, especially of climate related variables; no existence of a baseline against which climate change can be evaluated

· in some cases (soft) information on exposure and vulnerability is available (mainly through donor driven projects)
· difficult access to existing information due to bureaucratic issues

· communication between projects, EU delegations on the one hand and DG R&I and JRC not optimale

· lack of capacity for data collection and lack of in-house scientific expertise; data and results from external research not optimally used and little follow-up when studies finish  

· lack of funding: data collection and scientific research are very much donor-driven, without continuation after money supplies finish
As a result of the above, it is very difficult to define the baseline climate scenario and to do trend analysis in order to understand to what extent the hazards these regions face are linked, or will become more severe, with climate change. As a result, projects often tend to be based on wishful thinking rather than proper data and evidence. Typically some information is available on current exposure and vulnerability, as they do not require long-term measurement campaigns such as for climate or hydrological variables and are often softer in nature. 
As an alternative to collecting weather and climate related data, the Barbados region has therefore first assessed current vulnerability with state of the art tools, before identifying any specific policy areas or starting pilot projects.  In the second round of teh discussions the rest of the regions backed that sort of approach.
For the long term solution, however, the following would be necessary:

1. a dedicated organisation collecting/managing climate related data – that can be either country or region specific. Examples do exist, like the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD) in Nepal and the Comite’ permanent Inter-Etats de Lute contre la Secheresse dans le Sahel (CILSS) in Niger
2. to build in-house capacity: to collect data within local universities/ colleges in order to research climate related issues
On the shorter run, GCCA's climate support facility can offer short term technical assistance which could possibly help with data collection and capacity building.

We believe further structured dialogue on this issue is needed and welcome other GCCA projects to share their experience about data and research issues and to stimulate the discussion through the specific space created on the CAPACITY4DEV platform

 (http://capacity4dev.ec.europa.eu/gcca-community/blog/open-space-5-informing-research)

