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. UNEP'S WORK'IN THE REGION

The final laps of the race towards
Rio+20

Is the Arab Region now ready?

We have now reached the final countdown to Rio+20. Less than 100 days left.

Twenty years after the historic first 1992 Earth Summit, governments, major groups and stake-
holders, as well as UN agencies are called to show a“political, economic and social will to act and
make a transformational change at Rio+20 and beyond.

The green economy and poverty eradication, as well as the institutional framework for sustaina-
ble development are the two key themes that the Heads of states and other representatives will
discuss during the UN conference in June 2012. The conference strives to enhance the political
commitment for sustainable development, and assess the progress in the implementation of
the major summits on sustainable development outcomes.

The Arab region wants its voices heard in the June’s Sustainable Development Summit that UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon has described as a“once in a life time opportunity”

The preparatory process in the Arab region, led by a Joint Secretariat of the Economic and So-
cial Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), the League of Arab States (LAS) and UNEP has been
working with governments, the Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for the Environment, and
Major Groups and Stakeholders, in organizing a range of forums for discussion and developing
a range of background supporting documents.’

The joint secretariat is supporting governments and major groups and stakeholders in the re-
gion in the development of a vision relevant to the objectives that the Arab Region would like
to address at UN summit through a consolidated agenda reflecting the environmental priorities
and challenges.

In the run-up to the UN summit, UNEP is working closely with partners and stakeholders across
the region. It supports the background documents and provides technical inputs to meetings.
This has included working with the Environment Coordination Group of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCQ), providing technical support to the task team formed to work on the develop-
ment of a report from the GCC to Rio+20. UNEP has also participated in the meeting of the
Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (ISESCO) (Morocco, 13-15 March) to de-
) chnical inputs to g_hﬁ% Organisation of Islamic Cooperati amic Conference of
t Ministers scheduled to take place in May 2012 in Astana, Republic of Kazakhstan.

N UNEP IN WEST ASIA
\z“;y NEWSLETTER
YV MARCH 2012
UNEP page 2

2V Slabhsid)

o

Sl § &

20 + g3y gou
Loyl dbatk) S
$ 8 Ui

ps2 de Jadd Jla 420 g3, S5kl usll oy ut)
e bole oo s umd eall Susdl i e Lilads
1992 ple § JsYI (2)Y1 ded () Srusdl
Saseil] @Yl CYSgs doxlall Clovoly «losSadl
JlebY dgs s Lz (Jub] et Ololaing
258 Olasy delszzly dyslamdly dewlew 351
s leg +20 25 ded S 5y

SV ISy L3301 e sladlly pasYl slasdyl
Olud I Olegdsll loas doluud) deastl Glucwsdl
Saoel) @a¥l 5850 & Wbkl lyaatew Gl
A3 Bagsg Jll 50992/ 015e § Mimew gl
Jls delatucd) Ll dewled! SLlIYI 50555 JI
SlLall 3i5 & O i 3ol M puial eudd
(S8 daluzad) denid] 003 e Byolall

Wi gous OY duy=ll dihil) mud datob (e
LSS (bl Oly3o/ 55y & Basibl 0aY) dod §
«Bazgll Loy il Ose § Ob plall Yl ok
sl dudos ISiabl LY ol 08T Jes
dzale dgSell lgwly s o=l dabill @
OlogSodl za Islas il Cussdly du sl ool
did) 9958 oo (9gukl Wyl elyigll puleag
e delall Glowoly Gubl gaizdl Olobaiag
degazme dlue] I 08 Sl e dlule oo

Fotolia.com



. UNEP'S WORK'IN THE REGION

One of the key outcomes of the Regional Preparatory Process is a declaration from the Arab re-
gion reflecting its vision on views for the Rio Summit. The declaration will be the key document
for the discussions during a regional consultation and the Special Session of the Council of Arab
Ministers Responsible for the Environment taking place on 17-19 April.

As the Arab region navigates the final laps on the road to Rio+20, the discussions become more
focused and the coming few months will see a number of continuing efforts on behalf of in-
dividual governments, ministerial fora as well as of major groups and stakeholders to prepare
for Rio. More related events are also planned to ensure all the parties are properly prepared for
the summit. Thus, a Regional Media Consultation on Rio+20 will be organized by UNEP in Bei-
rut, Lebanon, 24-25 April in partnership with ESCWA, the United Nations Information Centre in
Beirut and the Arab Media Forum for Environment and Development. Discussions are also un-
derway with the Friedrich Ebert Foundation in Tunisia towards the organization of a civil society
meeting for the MENA region in preparation for Rio+20.
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UNEP-ROWA Convenes 1 TEEB
Workshop in MENA Region

he beginning of 2012 has marked one of the key biodiversity capacity building events

planned for the MENA region to confirm the implementation of the decisions of the Tenth
Meeting of the Conference of Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity, CBD COP 10,
and particularly to address national responses for “Aichi Targets” 2 and 3 of the global Biodi-
versity Strategic Plan 2011-2020.

The first TEEB workshop in the MENA region, The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity
(TEEB), was held in Beirut, Lebanon from 21-23 February 2012, witnessing one of the largest
number of participants (90) attending, with broad participation by delegates from 20 coun-
tries, representatives of ministries of the environment, ministries of finance and ministries
of foreign affairs and planning, as well as regional organizations including the Food and Ag-
riculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO), the Arab Center for
Studies of Arid Zones and Dry Lands
(ACSAD), Wetland International
Mediterranean Programme Office,
Global Mechanism, the Lebanese
National Council for Scientific Re-
search (NCSR), national authorities
on protected areas, and indigenous
and local communities (ILCs). The
aim of the workshop was to inte-
grate the economic benefits of na-
ture into decision making process
and avoiding harmful incentives to
biodiversity at the national level.
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The workshop was co-organized by
the United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme through its Regional Office
for West Asia (ROWA), UNEP-TEEB of-
fice in Geneva, the Secretariat of the
Convention on Biological Diversity,
the German Development Coopera-
tion (GlZ), the Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia (ES-
CWA) and the League of Arab States,
in cooperation with the Helmholtz
Centre for Environmental Research.

TEEB
(The Economics of Ecosystems & Biodiversity)
Capacity-Building Workshop for the
Middle East & North Africa

Beirut, Lebanon, 21-23 February The outcomes of the workshop were

2012 translated through coherent work-
ing group sessions which emanated
into key TEEB-related actions for the
Arab Region by the participants to
implement TEEB in the region more
effectively. These actions included
holding further training workshops
on valuation methodologies and
pricing tools of ecosystem services,
incentives and reforms of harmful

Supported by:
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subsidies, practical finance mecha-
nisms such as Payments for Ecosystem
Services (PES), national accounting,
and mainstreaming of TEEB into deci-
sion making. Also proposals for na-
tional, sub national or regional TEEB
studies were welcomed by UNEP-TEEB
office in Geneva. There was consensus
that the preparation of a regional TEEB
thematic report was needed for the
Arab region covering wetlands ecosys-
tems, marine ecosystems, forests, and
desert (dry land) ecosystems, which are fully representative of the region’s ecological habi-
tats. Finally, good lessons learned were derived from the successful GIZ studies in North Africa
and Middle East and requests included replicating their work in the West Asia region.

About TEEB

Launched in 2007 by the G8+5 ministers of environment under the Potsdam Initiative, and
coordinated by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), TEEB has drawn atten-
tion to the global economic benefits provided by nature, highlighting the growing costs of
biodiversity loss and ecosystem degradation and clarifying the link between nature, the eco-
system services it provides, and the role these services play in our economies.

Website www.teebweb.org

For more information: Diane.Klaimi@unep.org
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. UNEP’S WORK IN THE REGION

5.0.S: Save Our Sirenians:
UNEP initiative aims to conserve
dugongs and seagrass habitat

program to improve livelihoods and

create economic opportunity in ex-
change for the conservation of dugongs
and their seagrass habitat was officially
launched in Abu Dhabi on 26 February
2012.

The Dugong, Seagrass and Coastal Com-
munities Initiative aims to attract funding
partners whose investment in rural coastal 4
communities and local partnerships will . L
return financial and environmental ben-
efits to communities in developing na-
tions. The initiative provides incentives for
conservation activities and environmental
safeguarding across the dugong’s range
using innovative financial, educational and
knowledge transfer tools. The initiative
was launched at the S.0.S: Save Our Sireni-
ans — Dugongs and West African Manatees
event in Abu Dhabi, which opened with an
address from Dr. Thabit Z. Al Abdessalaam,
Executive Director of the Marine and Ter-
restrial Biodiversity Sector, Environment
Agency - Abu Dhabi followed by an intro-

MOU Secretariat.

Dr. Nicolas J. Pilcher, Technical Advisor for the UNEP/CMS Dugong
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Dr. Donna Kwan, Programme Officer, UNEP/CMS Office - Abu
Dhabi, Prof. Helene Marsh, Technical Advisor for the UNEP/CMS
Dugong MOU Secretariat, and Dr. Thabit Zahran Al Abdessalaam,

duction to the initiative from Dr. Donna
Kwan, Programme Officer for the UNEP/
CMS Dugong MoU.

Executive Director of the Marine and Terrestrial Biodiversity Sector,

. . . . Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi.
Dr. Nicolas J. Pilcher, Technical Advisor gency

for the UNEP/CMS Dugong MoU Sec-

retariat, went on to explain that this approach addresses the joint challenges of 21 century
environmental conservation and sustainable development, while maximising the impact of
investors'funding by combining investment with conservation and development tools. The
initiative's flagship species is the dugong, but its broader contribution will be to show how pio-
neering partnerships among investors, local communities, conservationists and scientists can
combine conservation efforts, sustainable development and financial investment to the benefit
of all.

Prof. Helene Marsh, Technical Advisor for the UNEP/CMS Dugong MoU Secretariat and interna-
tionally recognized expert on sirenians, gave presentations entitled ‘The West African Manatee
in Crisis’and ‘Dugongs at the Edge’ The presentations highlighted the need for coordinated ef-
fortin preserving the existence of both of these species, remembering that the dugong’s closest
modern relative, the Steller’s sea cow, was hunted to extinction in the 18" century.

The event was organized by the UNEP/CMS Office - Abu Dhabi which services two Memoranda
of Understanding (MoU): the Dugong MoU and the African Eurasian Birds of Prey MoU. They op-
erate under the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Convention on Migra-
tory Species (CMS). The UNEP/CMS Office - Abu Dhabi is funded and hosted by the Environment
Agency - Abu Dhabi on behalf of the Government of the United Arab Emirates.

The Convention on the Conservation
of Migratory Species of Wild Animals
(CMS) works for the conservation of a wide
array of endangered migratory animals
worldwide through the negotiation and
implementation of agreements and ac-
tion plans. CMS, which acts under theaus-
pices of United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme (UNEP), is a rapidly expanding
global biodiversity convention with special
expertise in the field of migratory species.
At present,116 countries are Parties to the
Convention.

For more information please visit:
http://www.cms.int



man, the oldest independent state in the Arab world and one of the more traditional coun-

tries in the Gulf region, was founded in 1650 after its independence from Portugal. Relying
on a moderate stream of oil revenue, the solar power is poised to play a key role in meeting the
Sultanate’s future energy needs.

The main environmental challenges Oman is facing are the high levels of soil and water salinity
in the coastal plains; the scarcity of water due to prolonged drought in certain areas; the indus-
trial effluents seeping into the water tables and aquifers; and the desertification due to high
winds driving desert sand into arable lands.

For a desert country, the land mass of Oman hosts a remarkably diverse flora and fauna, due to
its varied geology and differing climates. Caracal Lynx, Sand Foxes and Wild Sand Cats, with hair-
covered feet that help provide grip in soft sand, are some of the larger predators. Reem Gazelle,
Arabia's largest gazelle, also seem to prefer sandy regions.

Pressures on wildlife habitat are often greatest in areas where the human population has ex-
panded. In some places increased numbers of domestic animals share natural vegetation with
wild animals. In other less populated desert regions there has been pressure from oil and min-
eral exploitation. The environmental impact on these areas may be more damaging where the
natural food chains are most fragile.

Oman has ratified many international treaties related to environmental protection, including
the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and
Their Disposal, the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, the UN Framework Convention on
Climatic Change, and the UN Agreement on Prevention of Desertification in Countries Facing
Severe Arid Conditions.

Sources: Foreign and common wealth office, Environment Society of Oman, Oman Law Blog
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Brazil named Global Host of World
Environment Day 2012

he United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) an-

nounced that Brazil, with one of the fastest growing econo-
mies in the world, will host World Environment Day 2012 (WED)
on 5 June.

This year's theme ‘Green Economy: Does it include you? invites eve-
ryone to both assess where the Green Economy fits in their daily
lives and evaluate whether development through these pathways
towards a Green Economy can deliver the kinds of social, econom-
ic and environmental outcomes needed in a world of seven billion
people, climbing to over nine billion in 2050.

Brazil had previously hosted WED in 1992, on the eve of the first Earth Summit, when world
leaders, government officials and international organizations met to refocus, recalibrate and
deliver a route map towards sustainable development.

With a country of 200 million people, Brazil is the fifth most populous nation in the world and
has the fifth largest land mass on the planet with 8.5 million square kilometers.
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ESCWA launches the "Arab
Millennium Development Goals
Report 2011”

SCWA said the Arab Spring has posed "a knowledge and practical challenge" for United

Nations agencies, which they do not shun but have rather begun to reconsider the devel-
opment paradigm itself building on lessons from this experience. ESCWA Deputy Executive
Secretary Nadim Khouri said the Arab Spring has deepened responsibilities of governments,
international organizations and peoples to identify their clear path towards a national and Arab
developmental, revivalist project.

These statements were made during the launch of ESCWA's "Arab Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) Report 2011: An inclusive approach to development in a time of transition". The
event, held at the Lebanese University (LU) in Beirut on 21 February, was jointly organized by
ESCWA and LU's Institute of Social Sciences, and was attended by LU President Adnane Al Sayed
Hussein, Advisor of the Lebanese Minister of Economy and Trade Roger Melki, Lebanese MP
Abdel Latif El Zein, as well as professors and students from LU's institutes of higher education.

In a statement delivered on behalf of UN Under-Secretary General and ESCWA Executive Secre-
tary Rima Khalaf, Khouri said it is insufficient to rely merely on reading figures and statistics to
get people's pulse and grasp the dynamics swaying their hearts and minds, for people are both
the means and end of development. It was on that basis that the report contained new ideas
that are not limited to a narrow, specialized domain as much as they address first and foremost
those concerned with change, he added. The ESCWA official said the MDGs report is an program
of global development priorities for the 2000-2015 period, and opting to launch it from LU is
because it is the right setting for strengthening partnership between academia and the United
Nations. He noted that over the past decade Arab countries have achieved partial developmen-
tal progress and at rates different from one country to another, depending on the theme. "If we
are living in a globalized system as everyone asserts, this means the world community and the
global economic system are fundamental partners in success or failure, globally and at the level
of developing countries," Khoury said.

Al Sayyed Hussein, for his part, commended ESCWA's work that he said contributes to the pro-
cess of development through its studies, which were documented in books and publications
serving university students in their researches. He added that LU was able to keep up with re-
search and practical advances in this sphere, pointing out the need to reinforce cooperation
between his university and U.N. agencies. LU chief said overall regional stability is needed to
achieve development and fully benefit from this ESCWA report. This stability could be reached
when decision makers rely on science when practicing politics. Hussein highlighted the impor-
tance of the concept of citizenship, urging ESCWA to organize a scientific conference on this
concept in view of its nexus to the decision-making process that is based nowadays on frag-
mented foundations that are bound to fail.

In his statement, Melki noted that following the Arab Spring people were now speaking about a
new, more inclusive development approach after it was previously focused only on social, eco-
nomic and environmental aspects. The new approach includes demographic transformations,
rural-urban migration and their effects on national, regional and world economy. He pointed
out the need to compare figures contained in ESCWA's report with those of other countries of
the world to gauge progress or regression on a wider scale. Melki stressed importance of the
report, saying it can serve as a major reference point for university students and for govern-
ments' administrations and politicians who could benefit from its indicators in bettering and
fine-tuning data available to them.
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V. DO NOT MISS

Bahrain hosts global green tech
forum

ahrain's Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and

Wildlife opens on March 12 the 2012 Bahrain International Green Technology Exhibition
with participation from organizations around the world. In cooperation with the United Na-
tions Industrial Development Organization, the exhibition will promote the latest technologies
designed to protect the environment. The exhibition will focus on the preservation of power,
waste management and green lifestyle.

15% International Book Fair 2012

ost of the United Nations Agencies in the region will participate in the 15th International
Book Fair organized by the Ministry of Information in Bahrain, from 22 March to 1st of
April 2012.

Abu Dhabi hosts 1°* meeting of Saker
Falcon Task Force

NEP/CMS Office - Abu Dhabi will be hosting the 1st meeting of the Saker Falcon Task Force

on 29 March 2012. The Saker Falcon Task Force was established by CMS Resolution 10.28,
adopted at CMS COP10 in Bergen, Norway, in November 2011. The Task Force aims to bring
together Global Action Plan, including a management and monitoring system, to conserve the
Saker Falcon. It will operate under the auspices of the Interim Coordinating Unit of the UNEP/
CMS MoU on the Conservation of Birds or Prey in Africa and Eurasia (Raptors MoU).

(link to the Resolution:
http://www.cms.int/bodies/COP/cop10/resolutions_adopted/10_28_saker_e.pdf)

Tip of the Month

The Running Faucet

Avoid sending water and money down the drain. It would
seem to go without saying, but many of us forget that we
can save water in simple ways like not letting the tap run

while shaving, washing your face, or brushing your teeth.
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Useful Links

UN Millennium Development Goal drink-
ing water target is met

A UN report estimates that 92 per cent of
the global population will have access to im-
proved drinking water by 2015. But progress
towards the Millennium Development Goal
sanitation target still lags behind.
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.
aspx?DocumentID=2676&ArticlelD=9068&
=en
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