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These 
stakeholder 

consultations 
comprised of 

representatives from 
every administrative 

region of Guyana, targeting 
concessionaires, saw millers, civil 

society, Community Forestry 
Organizations, International NGOs 
and more importantly; Amerindian 

Communities and Villages.

In response to the international 
issue of illegal logging the 
European Union (EU) created 

the Forest Law Enforcement, 
Governance and Trade (FLEGT) 
initiative. This initiative is 
supported by an Action Plan which 
sets out a range of actions to tackle 
problems of forest governance 
and law enforcement i n 
the sector. 

The centrepiece of  the Action 
Plan is the formation of voluntary 
bilateral Agreements between 
the EU and timber-producing 
countries. These Voluntary 
Partnership Agreements (VPAs) 
aim to support governance reform 
and strengthen enforcement 
activities in the timber-producing 
countries (Partner Countries) 
to ensure that legally-produced 

timber products are 
exported to the EU. 
FLEGT licenses, 
covering all exports of 

timber products 
listed in a VPA, 
will be issued 

by the 
Partner  ▶



Country’s authorities under national 
FLEGT Licensing Schemes on the 
basis of a Legality Assurance System 
(LAS).

In 2012, a policy decision was taken 
by the Government of the Cooperative 
Republic of Guyana (Guyana) to enter 
into formal negotiations with the EU 
on a FLEGT VPA. As a result, the 
National Technical Working Group 
(NTWG), a steering group comprising 
of various stakeholders, was formed 
to steer Guyana’s efforts. 

These efforts include the hosting of 
stakeholder consultations and the 
development of documents pursuant 

of the Roadmap for Guyana’s EU 
FLEGT VPA process.These stakeholder 
consultations comprised of 
representatives from every administrative 
region of Guyana, targeting 
concessionaires, saw millers, civil 
society, Community Forestry 
Organizations, International NGOs 
and more importantly; Amerindian 
Communities and Villages. 

They utilized a “cluster” based 
approach; where different stakeholder 
groups were invited at a central 
location to participate in the 
discussions concerning Guyana’s 
vision of a VPA and its various 
implications for them as stakeholders."
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