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Background

Social Protection for Employment — Community (SPEC), supported by the Australian

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) and the German Development Cooperation,
Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), is an online platform for
promoting the exchange of knowledge on linking social protection to employment. The
community was born out of an international workshop jointly hosted by DFAT, GIZ and the
Government of Indonesia in Jakarta in 2016 to conceptualise the agenda. Since then, SPEC
has focused on facilitating knowledge exchange through webinars, publications, online
knowledge repository and interactions among interested stakeholders. SPEC published a
resources matrix on social protection for employment in 2018. The current bibliography is an
updated and expanded version of the resources matrix. The objective of this publication is to
help practitioners, policy makers and researchers access the literature in this field. The

current edition provides access to 430 materials in 5 categories.

Disclaimer
The views expressed in this publication are of the authors and not necessarily of the SPEC,

DFAT, or GIZ.


https://socialprotection.org/connect/communities/social-protection-employment-%E2%80%93-community-spec
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Executive Summary

Social protection has proven to be an effective instrument for reducing poverty. However,
social protection alone cannot bring the poor people out of poverty sustainably. This is why
many countries have linked social protection to complementary employment generation
programs. Historically, public works programs, active and passive labour market policies, skill
development programs and livelihood programs have been key instruments to facilitate
employment for poor or unemployed people. A new kind of intervention emerged during the
last two decades which is called graduation program or economic inclusion program or
productive inclusion program. The trend of linking such programs to cash transfer program is
growing. This bibliography provides access to the literature in the above areas, as detailed

below.

Chapter One of the bibliography deals with publications related to COVID-19 and
employment, published since 2020, with a focus on the informal sector. A range of sub-topics
are covered by these publications including impact of COVID 19 on employment, guidance
and strategies to address the employment crisis, implementation-experiences and lessons
learned. This chapter includes publications on economic inclusion programs, wage subsidies,
digital public works, adaptive social protection programs and active labour market policies.
The types of publications include infographic, policy notes, brief, report, podcast, video

records of webinars and blogs. A total of 74 materials can be accessed through this chapter.

Chapter Two contains publications related to cash plus/economic inclusion approach. This
approach represents a combination of cash transfers with one or more complementary
interventions or services. Such combination could be made by linking cash transfer-recipients
to services provided by other agencies or ministries e.g. health or education; or by providing
multiple interventions within a cash transfer program e.g. including an employment
generation component. We have prioritised employment generation programs in this chapter
including graduation approach and livelihood development programs because of growing

demand in this field. This chapter includes 158 materials.



Chapter Three offers access to a collection of publications that deal with public work
programs. Public work program represents a popular safety net that creates mass
employment opportunities. Public works have been a popular strategy to provide cash or in-
kind transfers to working-aged unemployed people living in poverty, in return for the
provision of labour. The materials in this chapter cover a range of areas including concepts,
design issues, implementation issues, impact on labour market and poverty reduction.
Further, the publications also explore other related aspects such as political economy,
limitations of public works, gender dimensions and types of public works including cash for
work, food for work, voucher for work and entitlement based programs. This chapter contains

a total of 94 materials.

Chapter Four represents labour market policies. There are two key aspects of labour market
polices: passive labour market policies (PLMP) and active labour market policies (ALMP).
PLMPs aim to provide income replacement or economic relief during joblessness or job search
periods, for example, unemployment benefits, unemployment assistance, and disability
benefits. ALMPs include programs that aim to help unemployed people to find sustainable
work through active measures, such as job creation, micro-enterprise/self-employment
assistance, public works, and wage subsidies. Beside ALMP and PLMP, this chapter covers
other labour market related topics, such as labour market trends, the impact of social
protection on labour market outcomes, and the role of social protection in stimulating growth

and employment. This chapter includes 83 materials .

Chapter Five contains publications regarding skills development to enhance employability. It
includes technical and vocational education and training (TVET) policies, technical education
linked to social protection, on the job training, life skills training, entrepreneurship training,
and training related to ALMP. This chapter predominantly focus on targeting youths,
interventions aiming at tackling skill deficiencies and programs which combine temporary

social assistance with skills development.
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Social protection for employment and COVID-19 responses
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This Background Note outlines the options for
providing social protection to informal workers, with a
particular focus on the implications for COVID-19
response and urban settings. It provides information
on the impact of COVID-19 on earnings and wellbeing
among informal economy workers, considering the
opportunities the crisis presents for reform to more
efficiently link informal workers with social protection
systems.

This blog discusses findings from a rapid assessment of
the situation of informal workers. While some

informal workers may benefit from a general stimulus
response, not all will benefit equally. Income recovery
in the informal economy will require broad and
longer-term support.

This webinar discussed how the different groups of
informal workers and self-employed were impacted by
the economic crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Moreover, the different social protection responses to
these groups were discussed, including their main
challenges, such as identification of beneficiaries and
payment modalities in the case of cash transfers for
example.

This preview highlights the key findings and some
critical discoveries and data from the State of
Economic Inclusion (SEI) report 2021 of the World
Bank. It introduces a framework for scaling up
economic inclusion approach, and identifies 10 key
findings from the full report.

https://socialprotection.or
g/sites/default/files/public
ations files/SPACE Inform
al%20Workers V1.pdf

https://oecd-
development-
matters.org/2020/04/22/t
he-covid-19-crisis-income-
support-to-informal-
workers-is-necessary-and-

possible/

https://www.youtube.com

/watch?v=_B-8UKhTNwlI

https://www.peiglobal.org
/sites/pei/files/2020-
09/PE1%20SE1%20Report%
20PREVIEW%209-28-

20 0.pdf
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The State of Economic Inclusion Report 2021 sheds
light on one of the most intractable challenges faced
by development policy makers and practitioners:
transforming the economic lives of the world’s
poorest and most vulnerable people. The report
provides a global assessment on the state of economic
inclusion programs that reach the extreme poor and
vulnerable.

To assess the impact of COVID-19 on Indonesia’s
households and to inform government policies,
UNICEF, UNDP, Prospera, the SMERU Research
Institute and the National Statistics Office (BPS)
collabourated on a ground-breaking survey in
October-November 2020. For many households, a loss
of earnings was not the only challenge. Indonesia has
continued to invest in strengthening its social
protection programs to respond to the crisis. The pace
of support must continue to boost child and family
wellbeing.

The Cash-for-Work (Padat Karya Tunai Desa: PKTD)
Program has been running since 2018. This note
suggests how this program can be implemented using
the Village Fund to support the effort in mitigating the
pandemic effects on households and villages.

This blog discusses how we could adapt public works
as a COVID-19 response mechanism. Although short-
term social assistance responses to COVID-19 centred
on unconditional transfers, there can be a growing
role for pandemic-adapted public works that are
adapted for social distancing.

This podcast discussed how governments around the
world are responding to the global crisis in order to
address to the urgent social protection needs of
vulnerable people, in particular, informal workers.

https://openknowledge.w
orldbank.org/bitstream/ha
ndle/10986/34917/97814
64815980.pdf?sequence=

24&isAllowed=y

https://smeru.or.id/en/co
ntent/analysis-social-and-
economic-impacts-covid-
19-households-and-

strategic-policy

http://tnp2k.go.id/downlo
ad/70672PB%20Pengutam
2anPKTDEFINAL%20(1).pdf

https://www.jobsanddevel
opment.org/suspended-
until-further-notice-is-
there-a-role-for-public-
works-in-covid-19-
coronavirus-response/
https://soundcloud.com/i
nformaleconomypodcasts
p/15-lessons-from-
government-responses-to-
protect-informal-workers
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The Sahel Adaptive Social Protection Program was
launched in March 2014 in six Sahel countries: Burkina
Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, and Senegal. This
webinar explored the design rationale, steps taken in
delivering the programs, and early insights and lessons
learned on designing and implementing economic
inclusion approaches through national safety net
systems.

The Guaranteed Minimum Income (GMI) program is
the flagship of Greece’s social protection reforms and
particularly effective by international standards in
reaching poor households. Findings from a pilot of
reformed active labour market programs (ALMPs) in
three municipalities covered by the Elefsina local
employment office of the Greek public employment
service (OAED) offer insights and may be of interest to
countries trying to link last resort benefit recipients to
employment services.

This blog looks at the potential of wage subsidies for
supporting jobs and incomes during the COVID-19
(Coronavirus) crisis. A key limitation of wage subsidies
is that they usually cover only formal wage workers
and the registered self-employed. The blog discusses
key design considerations that can help ensure the
effectiveness of wage subsidies in the COVID-19 crisis.
This note discusses policy options for managing the
employment impacts of the COVID-19 crisis aimed at
relief and restructuring. It provides relief governments
need to support the spending capacity of individuals
who lose income while at the same time supporting
firms to keep paying their workers and to start up
production again after the crisis passes without a huge
raft of debt that makes them insolvent, illiquid or
both.

This note discusses possibilities for policy responses to
the emergency in the context of high informality. The
policy options have mostly been disproportionately
focused on informal employment (and hence on
labour regulations). The issue seems to be more
related to finding ways of promoting productive
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/watch?v=r-yPInbc44k

https://blogs.worldbank.o
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Impacts-of-the-COVID-19-
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inclusion for those in the informal economy, a
challenge that requires a more integrated approach.

This blog highlights that the COVID-19 pandemic
recession not only had a disproportionate impact on
informal workers, especially home-based workers, but
also exposed and exacerbated the structural
constraints informal workers faced before the crisis.

Informal workers are twice as likely as formal workers
to belong to poor households. While some of these
poor households are beneficiaries of transfer
programs, coverage and adequacy of benefits to
combat the COVID-19 shock remain an issue. This blog
highlights that effective policy responses must reach
informal workers and their families quickly to prevent
them from falling (deeper) into poverty.

This clinic was part of the Global e-Conference
“Turning the COVID-19 crisis into an opportunity:
What's next for Social Protection?”, hosted by
socialprotection.org from 5 to 8 October 2020. In
addition to providing a space to evaluate, share
experiences on and learn about social protection
responses to COVID-19, the event also served as a
moment for reflection, allowing the community to
discuss the future of social protection in a post-
pandemic scenario.

This thematic clinic provided an opportunity to ask -
and answer - questions on the subject of "preparing"
the social protection sector for future shocks,
especially in countries with nascent or non-existent
social protection systems.
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WIEGO Focal City Delhi convened partners, academics
and informal workers in this virtual panel discussion to
launch the Delhi findings of the 12-city COVID-19 Crisis
and the Informal Economy Study. Panelists reflected
on the challenges of surviving 2020, the continuing
impact of the pandemic on the lives of informal
workers, the difficult road back to work, and the steps
needed to build back a better, more inclusive
economy in Delhi.

The Covid-19 lockdown implemented in India is
estimated to have tripled the urban unemployment
rate. Most low-income urban workers will fall through
the cracks of the provisions being put in place to
support workers, and almost none of them has access
to benefits. This column argues that the self-targeting
features of a universal job guarantee make it an
appealing policy option to protect informal workers in
urban India both now and in the longer term.

The ongoing COVID-19 Pandemic is not a great
equalizer — the poor and vulnerable are far worse hit.
The third webinar in PEIl's economic inclusion series
explored how economic inclusion programs can help
the extreme poor and vulnerable groups increase
incomes, build assets and grow their resilience in the
face of the current pandemic, and its economic
aftershocks. This interactive webinar discussed some
unfolding adaptations and early priorities in economic
inclusion programs in response to COVID-19.

This note considers initial adaptations and early
priorities in economic inclusion programs to support
medium and longer-term recovery efforts. The note is
intended to be a resource for policy makers and
practitioners faced with the dual challenge of adapting
existing programs in response to a pandemic and
ensuring the readiness of existing or new programs as
part of medium- and longer-term recovery efforts
This blog post is based on the forthcoming Partnership
for Economic Inclusion Policy Note Series: Economic
Inclusion for the Poorest & COVID-19: Adaptation and
Early Priorities for Medium- and Longer-Term
Recovery. There is already a credible base of existing
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economic inclusion programs that form an immediate
platform to support local livelihood recovery.
Emerging experiences across a range of countries
highlight the early priorities and adaptations now
taking place, with many building on existing safety net
programs.

This brief quantifies the extent of increased labour
market slack in the Asia—Pacific region resulting from
the Covid-19 crisis and examines what this means for
the welfare of impacted workers and economies
struggling to navigate recovery.

The COVID-19 pandemic is a major economic and
labour market shock, presenting significant impacts in
terms of unemployment and underemployment for
informal workers. Response measures should foster
the expansion of social protection coverage to
informal workers in agriculture and rural sectors,
including timely cash transfers, food or in-kind
distributions.

This blog discusses how supporting firms can protect
workers during the COVID-19 crisis. Some of the
strategies are to support firms by injecting cash and
minimizing their cash outflows, and temporarily
reduce firms’ outlays.

This blog highlights that major epidemics in this
century have raised income inequality and hurt
employment prospects of those with only a basic
education while scarcely affecting employment of
people with advanced degrees. A “New Deal” should
be done in sectors of the economy, and in regions,
where informal work and self-employment are
pervasive and where social protection systems are
scant.

While the unfolding economic crisis affects almost
everyone in one way or another, the evidence is
mounting that women are disproportionately
impacted with regards to livelihoods and work.
Beyond traditional labour market programs, other
programs that are reaching the informal sector and
are more likely to protect female workers are cash
transfers and public works.
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This “living paper” contributes to the global
knowledge on how countries are responding to the
pandemic by documenting real-time actions in a key
area of response — that is, social protection measures
planned or implemented by governments. Findings
should be considered preliminary and interpreted with
caution.

Skills development can improve productivity and help
workers diversify their employment opportunities. The
livelihoods and learning pathways of informal workers
are highly diverse. However, informal economy
workers face various barriers to accessing and
participating in skills and lifelong learning
opportunities.

This document presents thirteen selected
international experiences of Public Employment
Programs or stimulus schemes and highlight the
diverse shapes these programs take in different
contexts and part of the world.

Identifying the needs and priorities of the groups in
the informal economy that are the most vulnerable to
the COVID-19 crisis is essential to develop adequate
policy responses. These guidelines provide a step by
step approach to get this knowledge quickly by using
methods of collecting information remotely, without
interpersonal contact.

With most informal workers having no other means of
support, they face an almost unsolvable dilemma: to
die from hunger or from the virus. This has been
exacerbated by disruptions in food supplies, which has
particularly affected those in the informal economy.
This blog summaries the main messages of a briefing
paper issued by ILO discussing COVID-19 crisis and the
informal economy immediate responses.

19-Jobs-Series-

Blog9 internal COPY 01&
utm term=0 ef18b3e3f7-
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ILO Monitor: COVID-19 Brief Labour market
and the World of Work. policies
Fifth Edition
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Social Protection for Brief Labour market
Migrant Workers: A policies

Necessary Response to
the COVID-19 Crisis

This checklist is a management tool to implement
practical actions to mitigate the spread of COVID-19
pandemic at the workplace. The successful
implementation of the tool is dependent on the
cooperation between employers, supervisors and
workers to make positive changes in the workplace to
improve response to and preparedness for COVID-19.
Employers should involve workplace safety and health
committees or safety delegates in the process.
Workers in the informal economy are likely to suffer
disproportionally from the adverse effects of the
COVID-19 associated lockdown or physical distancing
measures. This brief quantifies these effects on
employment and on labour income through the
change in the average labour monthly earning among
informal workers, and change in the percentage of in-
work poverty.

This policy brief focuses on the immediate responses
that countries can take to address the consequences
of the Covid-19 pandemic on the informal economy at
its early stages, while pointing to areas that will need
sustained investment in the future in order to ensure
well-being and decent work for workers and economic
undertakings in the informal economy.

This brief overviews labour market disruptions due to
C-19 in the first half of 2020. It also projects the labour
market outcomes for the second half of 2020 and the
policy challenges. It suggests that the actual labour
market outcomes in the remainder of 2020 will be
shaped by policy choices and actions as well as by the
pandemic’s future trajectory.

This informative note presents policy options in order
to ensure comprehensive social protection for migrant
workers in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic and
beyond. Migrant workers make important
contributions to societies and economies and hold
essential jobs in the current crisis. Nonetheless,
migrant workers continue to suffer from a lack of
adequate and comprehensive social protection.
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One is Left Behind in the
Response and Recovery

Delivering Income and
Employment Support in
Times of COVID-19:
Integrating Cash
Transfers with Active
Labour Market Policies

Recovering towards a
Human-Centred Future
of Work in Asia and the
Pacific

Temporary Wage
Subsidies

Protecting the rights of
domestic workers in
Malaysia during the
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beyond

Brief
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Brief

Brief
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Labour market
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market policies

Labour market
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This brief is part of a series on leaving no one behind
in the context of COVID-19 and the world of work. It
provides an overview of specific groups that risk being
left behind: people with disabilities, indigenous and
tribal peoples, people living with HIV, and migrant
workers.

This brief examines how income support and active
labour market policies can come together to improve
workers' prospects in times of COVID-19, particularly
in emerging and developing countries. It identifies the
characteristics that determined the success of such
polices in the past, and discusses how they can be
adapted to today’s pandemic to contribute to
rebuilding employment opportunities.

As the COVID-19 crisis lengthens and continues to
impact on labour markets, countries have the
potential to think big in efforts to revitalize their
sustainable growth objectives and push forth durable
solutions that will promote a fair, inclusive and secure
future of work. This short document summarizes the
elements of the ILO Centenary Declaration for the
Future of Work that can help governments and social
partners to navigate the crisis towards a human-
centred future of work.

This factsheet provides an overview of temporary
wage subsidies implemented during the Covid-19
crisis. Experience from the 2007/08 global financial
crisis shows that temporary wage subsidies can
prevent mass layoffs, help enterprises retain their
skilled workers, and support the recovery of
production after economic shocks.

This report explores the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic on domestic workers in Malaysia. It
highlights the requirements of migrant domestic
workers in light of the existing and emerging impacts
of the COVID-19 pandemic and makes
recommendations to protect the rights of domestic
workers in Malaysia.
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Preventing Exclusion Brief
from the Labour Market:
Tackling the COVID-19

Youth Employment Crisis

COVID-19 and
Employment in the
Tourism Sector: Impact
and Response in Asia
and the Pacific

Brief

The Role of Public
Employment Programs
and Employment
Guarantee Schemes in
COVID-19 Policy
Responses

Brief

Coping with Double Brief
Casualties: How to
Support the Working
Poor in Low-Income
Countries in Response to
COVID-19

Adjusting Labour Note
Practices in

Employment-Intensive

Works in Response to

COVID-19

Youth
employment

COVID -19 Impact

Public
employment
programs

Labour market
policies

Public works

This policy brief highlights how youth, especially
women, are being severely impacted by the COVID-19
pandemic. The crisis is likely to be particularly severe
for youth across three dimensions: (1) disruptions to
education, training and work-based learning; (2)
increased difficulties for young jobseekers and new
labour market entrants; and (3) job and income losses,
along with deteriorating quality of employment. The
brief calls for urgent, comprehensive and targeted
policy responses to the global pandemic.

This brief offers the ILO’s preliminary assessment
concerning the possible impacts of COVID-19 on
employment in the tourism sector of the Asia-Pacific
region and proposes a range of policy options to
mitigate these impacts and facilitate strong and fast
recovery.

An employment guarantee would aim to arrest further
deterioration of labour markets. Large-scale public
employment programs or employment guarantee
schemes would form a critical part of such a
guarantee. However, these programs need to be
designed and implemented as part of a coherent set of
economic, social protection and employment policies
that collectively protect minimum conditions in the
labour market and at the same time support economic
recovery and transitions into formal employment.

This brief looks into the possible impact that the
pandemic may have on the working poor in LICs and in
countries facing fragility or the aftermath of a conflict
or disaster. In particular, it reviews possible measures
that could be undertaken as part of the ILO response
through the Jobs for Peace and Resilience (JPR)
flagship program.

This note offers guidance on preventive and mitigation
measures to be taken for employment-intensive works
being implemented during the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) crisis, and in the aftermath when the virus
remains a threat. It also supplements such measures
already established at employment intensive
construction sites.
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Tackling the COVID-19
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in Asia and the Pacific
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Effect: How COVID-19 is
Affecting Garment
Workers and Factories in
Asia and the Pacific
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This note promotes the design and implementation of
short-term emergency employment programs and
longer term employment-intensive public works
schemes to create jobs and generate income for
vulnerable people in the aftermath of the COVID-19
crisis.

The aim of this note is to identify the ILO's EIIP
initiatives in the WASH sector that also contribute to
local job creation in response to COVID-19. The EIIP
has a significant portfolio of projects around the globe
linking public investments, employment creation and
poverty reduction through improving access to basic
infrastructure, environmental and social services,
particularly in rural areas.

This report calls on governments in the region to
adopt urgent, large-scale and targeted measures to
generate jobs for youth, keep education and training
on track, and to minimize future scarring of more than
660 million young people in Asia and the Pacific.

This research brief assesses the impacts of the COVID-
19 crisis on workers and factories in garment supply
chains in Asia and the Pacific, presenting evidence
from the main garment-exporting countries of the
region, summarizing policy responses and proposing
ways forward.

This report focuses on the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic on vulnerable groups in the Jordanian
labour market, including vulnerable Jordanians, Syrian
refugees, women and workers in informal
employment. The impact assessment indicates that
formalization and decent work are effective measures
to support and protect workers during crisis situations.
The brief reviews emerging policy responses to COVID-
19 in Africa, assesses ways in which such responses
could affect the efforts towards the formalization of
the informal economy, and lastly, recommends some
measures that could help minimize the social and
economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic for those
who operate in the informal economy in Africa, and
therefore the majority of its population.
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Asia: Regional Socio-
Economic Implications
and Policy Priorities

policies

The COVID-19 crisis has fundamentally shaken
societies and economies across the Asia-Pacific region
and the world. As some countries begin to enter what
is likely to be a long recovery phase, this report, result
of a collabourative effort of the United Nations Issue-
based Coalition (IBC) for Inclusion and Empowerment,
explores how short-term measures can be
transformed into comprehensive and shock-
responsive social protection system.

The webinar shared experiences of how public works
programs (PWP) are responding to the COVID-19 crisis
and discussed policy options in the medium term, as
instruments of social protection and macro-economic
stabilisation. The COVID-19 crisis represents some
major challenges to current and future PWP activity.
PWPs are experiencing twin pressure: need to revise
the existing programs and expand public employment
provision in short and medium term.

This event aims to bring together scholars on
informality working across the globe to compare
experiences and discuss both how we can better
understand the crisis’ effects on informal economies
and which relief efforts are or should be made.

Active labour market policies (ALMPs) that connect
people to good jobs will help to promote an equitable
and sustained recovery from the COVID-19 crisis. This
policy brief highlights how OECD countries and a
number of other countries have responded to the
crisis in adapting and expanding the suite of ALMPs
that they offer to prepare for an inclusive recovery.
Economic growth, which was already weakening
before the COVID-19 outbreak, is facing significant
pressure and may weaken further. Timely policy
responses in health and labour markets, combined
with appropriate monetary and fiscal policies, will be
critical.
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Recovery in East Asia
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This blog highlights that public works will be important
in supporting informal workers following the crisis.
The design of public works must change. The public
health threat of COVID-19 (Coronavirus) brings new
challenges to deploying public works effectively — such
as ensuring participants have protective equipment
and that physical distancing is maintained.

The COVID-19 emergency is affecting almost everyone
in the world, regardless of age, income or country.
However, young people are likely to be particularly
hard hit by the economic fallout of the crisis. This blog
discusses five reasons why.

The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in a jobs crisis in
developing countries in East Asia. As some countries in
developing East Asia gradually reopen to a “new
normal”, moving from jobs crisis to jobs recovery
becomes the next big focus. What is needed during
the recovery are policies that address labour demand,
labour supply and the link between the two.

The webinar presented an overview of the Jeevika
program in the state of Bihar, India. Jeevika is one of
the world’s largest programs for strengthening rural
financial inclusion and livelihoods and operates as part
of India’s National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM).
This webinar has presented implementation
perspectives on how Jeevika has leveraged
communities, built on livelihood and financial
inclusion platforms.

The Pre-Employment Card Program combines
temporary social assistance with skills development to
help laid-off workers and job seekers. it has been
especially tailored to people affected most by the
COVID-19 crisis, including (informal) workers and small
business owners. This infographic aims to help readers
learn the key features of this program. It also provides
links for further learning.

This document is a snapshot of emerging practices on
livelihoods and economic inclusion to respond to the
social and economic impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic. Adapting graduation approach is one of the

https://www.jobsanddevel
opment.org/where-
theres-no-unemployment-
insurance-the-public-
works-response-to-
livelihood-shocks/

https://iloblog.org/2020/0
4/15/young-workers-will-
be-hit-hard-by-covid-19s-
economic-fallout/

https://www.jobsanddevel
opment.org/from-jobs-
crisis-to-jobs-recovery-in-

east-asia/

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=8vAU oh100s

https://socialprotection.or
g/system/files/SPEC-
Infographics-
INDONESIA.pdf

https://reliefweb.int/sites/
reliefweb.int/files/resourc

es/5ecfacab4.pdf
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Impacts of COVID-19 in
Four African Countries
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Brief
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efforts taken by UNHCR partners. They also provide
technical support to refugees to adapt their
businesses under the COVID-19 situation, with
anemphasis on using digital platforms to selltheir
products.

This brief evaluates how developing country
governments and international donors are responding
to COVID-19 in relation to social protection policies
aimed at supporting the poorest and most vulnerable.
The author makes five recommendations for
policymakers on designing and delivering social
protection policies to deal with the impacts of COVID-
19.

This blog highlights that public works can be
modernized using digital technology to leverage
access for low-income households and communities.
This is the eighth blog on ways to protect workers and
jobs in the COVID-19 crisis, based on a World Bank
note titled “Managing the Employment Impacts of the
COVID-19 Crisis, Policy Options for the Short Term.”

The first wave of empirical results from rapid phone
surveys in Sub Saharan Africa (Ethiopia, Malawi,
Nigeria and Uganda) confirm the devastating labuor
market impacts of the pandemic. But they also show
that the impacts are heterogeneous, with particularly
severe impacts on the urban informal economy.

Accra’s informal workers, activists and researchers are
coming together to call for urgent measures to aid
their recovery, as new research highlights little access
to government relief measures during COVID-19. This
groundbreaking research shows the devastation the
COVID-19 crisis last year had on Accra’s informal
workers. Since then, the study shows informal workers
have faced a slow and difficult recovery.

https://www.theigc.org/w
p-
content/uploads/2020/04/
Vazirelli-2020-policy-
brief.pdf

https://www.jobsanddevel
opment.org/digital-public-
works-a-viable-policy-
option-for-the-covid-19-
coronavirus-jobs-crisis/

https://www.jobsanddevel
opment.org/18-what-we-
have-learned-about-the-
labour-market-impacts-of-
covid-19-in-four-african-

countries/

https://www.wiego.org/re
sources/ghana-covid-19-
webinar-press-release
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From late March to end April 2020, WIEGO tracked
how governments were addressing the urgent needs
of informal workers during COVID 19 crisis. Some
government measures were developed in response to
advocacy and demands from informal workers'
organizations and their allies.

The current crisis has dealt the South African
workforce more job losses and greater economic
hardship. This online panel discussion will bring
together both first-hand accounts from worker leaders
at the centre of the crisis and data analysis from
national surveys and other research to distill policy
priorities. It will discuss the impacts of the crisis on
domestic workers and informal traders.

The Future of Jobs report maps the jobs and skills of
the future, tracking the pace of change. It aims to shed
light on the pandemic-related disruptions in 2020,
contextualized within a longer history of economic
cycles and the expected outlook for technology
adoption, jobs and skills in the next five years.

This blog reviews the types of policy responses that can
help to mitigate the impact of COVID 19 of the crisis on
MSMEs, the self-employed and their households, with
examples from Asia-Pacific. Measures to support
MSMEs must be considered holistically with broader
measures to protect livelihoods.

https://www.wiego.org/g
overnment-responses-
covid-19-crisis

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=Gfba57ZAvzg

http://www3.weforum.or
g/docs/WEF Future of Jo

bs 2020.pdf

https://www.youthcolab.o
rg/post/covid-19-policy-
responses-for-those-small-
enough-to-fail
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This bulletin summarises the results from seven
randomised evaluations of the Graduation approach,
a multifaceted livelihood program for the ultra-poor.
Randomized evaluations of the program were
conducted in Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Ghana,
Honduras, India, Pakistan, and Peru.

In the 1990s, BRAC realised systematically that its
microfinance programs were not reaching the
poorest of the poor. Determined not to leave them
behind, BRAC began experimenting with ways to
identify and work with the ‘ultra-poor’. Recently at
the Clinton Global Initiative, BRAC's graduation
program targeting the ultra-poor was singled out as
a rare example of real success at the bottom of the
economic pyramid by MIT economist Esther Duflo,
co-author of 'Poor Economics'.

The Philippines’ Department of Social Welfare and
Development has been implementing the
Sustainable Livelihood Program (SLP) since 2011.
This note describes the design and core processes of
the SLP and reflects on the opportunities that the
program has, to improve and complement other
Social Protection programs to make an impact on
households’ welfare.

These slides presented in a webinar highlighted key
considerations for governments that are planning
for, implementing, and scaling up the graduation
approach as a key strategy for addressing remaining
poverty and reducing inequality in Asia and the
Pacific.
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es/publications/building-
stable-livelihoods-ultra-
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This webinar highlighted key considerations for
governments that are planning for, implementing,
and scaling up the graduation approach as a key
strategy for addressing remaining poverty and
reducing inequality in Asia and the Pacific.

During the pilot phase of the CFPR-TUP between
2002-3, six enterprises were selected to offer to TUP
members: cage rearing of poultry, dairy cow rearing,
goat rearing, vegetable cultivation, horticulture
nursery and non- farm enterprises. The sector scan
of TUP enterprises is a comprehensive study
comparing and evaluating the selected TUP
enterprises on key criteria that relate to enterprise
sustainability- the likelihood that TUP members will
continue operating the enterprise after the
withdrawal of BRAC program support.

This paper focuses on linking social protection with
growth and productivity. The paper also
demonstrates that there was a shift in the
economists’ view on social protection, and now they
are seen as a force that can make a positive
contribution towards economic growth and reduce
poverty. Significantly, it looks at pathways in which
social protection programs (social insurance and
social assistance programs, as well as labour
programs) can support better growth outcomes.
This video documents presentations on nine case
studies on employment generation programs linked
with social protection systems in different countries.
These presentations were made in the "South-South
Knowledge Collaboration Workshop on Designing
and Implementing Social Protection Programs for
Employment" hosted by the Governments of the
Philippines, Australia, and Germany in Manila in
2017.

Based on a survey conducted by Partnership for
Economic Inclusion (PEl), this report provides
analysis around graduation actors, graduation as a
driver of change, as well as program design and
implementation. The report highlights that the
momentum around graduation approach is growing
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5BOOPUBLICO.pdf

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=mw6BgK-
cPlg&feature=youtu.be

https://www.findevgatew
ay.org/sites/default/files/
publication files/peis 201
8 state of the sector re

port final.pdf
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among governments and development partners to
help the extreme poor.

SPEC, in partnership with BRAC USA and the World
Bank’s Platform for Economic Inclusion (PEI)
organised the 8th SPEC webinar on how
governments globally are integrating the graduation
approach into their social protection and
employment generation programs. During this
interactive session, speakers reflected on key
questions including drivers behind adopting the
Graduation approach by these governments; how
the Graduation approach adds value to cash transfer
programs; what challenges they had to overcome
(e.g. cost and design-complexity); the roadblocks to
scaling up and so on.

SPEC, in partnership with BRAC USA and the World
Bank’s Platform for Economic Inclusion (PEI)
organised the 8th SPEC webinar on how
governments globally are integrating the graduation
approach into their social protection and
employment generation programs. During this
interactive session, speakers reflected on key
questions including drivers behind adopting the
Graduation approach by these governments; how
the Graduation approach adds value to cash transfer
programs; what challenges they had to overcome
(e.g. cost and design-complexity); the roadblocks to
scaling up and so on.

This research brief describes key findings from a
longitudinal (seven-year) evaluation of BRAC's
‘Targeting the Ultra-Poor’ program in rural
Bangladesh. It also includes recommendations for
policymakers and future research. The brief
highlights that BRAC’s approach can be scaled up
and successfully adapted to different contexts.
Results from similar programs suggest ‘big-push’
livelihood programs can help the ultra-poor
transition onto a sustainable path out of poverty.

http://socialprotection.org
/sites/default/files/publica
tions_files/Webinar%20Pr
esentation%20-
%20SPEC%20Webinar%20

8%20FINAL.pdf

https://www.youtube.com
[watch?v=h -

B1S CrDo&feature=youtu.
be

https://www.theigc.org/w
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content/uploads/2015/12/
IGCJ2287 Growth Brief 4

WEB.pdf
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The Philippines’ Sustainable Livelihood Program -
Employment Facilitation Track (SLP-EF Track) is a
scheme that facilitates the employment of the
Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program (4Ps)
beneficiaries. The SLP-EF Track aims to help the 4Ps’
beneficiaries overcome poverty through engaging
them in employment. For this to be realised,
however, the SLP-EF Track would have to be
effective in targeting beneficiaries and in identifying
employment partners for 4Ps.

This study reports the results of a randomised
impact evaluation of a program designed to reach
the poorest of the poor and elevate them out of
extreme poverty. The results of this study, based on
a pilot in India, indicate that this intervention
succeeds in elevating the economic situation of the
poorest. Our results are consistent with the notion
that the wealth transfer, in the form of asset
distribution, directly increased consumption among
beneficiary households through the liquidation of
assets, but other sources of income, notably from
small enterprises, appear to have contributed to the
overall increase in consumption as well.

This paper presents key results from six randomized
control trial evaluation of graduation approach, an
integrated approach to improve livelihoods among
the very poor. The results show statistically
significant and cost-effective impact on consumption
(fueled mostly by increase in self-employment) and
psycho-social status of the targeted households.
How can development policies and programs better
address the multiple needs of vulnerable youth
populations? This case study of BRAC's
Empowerment and Livelihoods for Adolescent Girls
program in Uganda and Tanzania emphasizes that
integrated programs are necessary to reach deeper
transformative goals of youth empowerment.
Programs that combine life skills and livelihoods
training, and generate strong peer support
networks, can go beyond improved employment
outcomes to also improve social conditions and

https://dirp4.pids.gov.ph/
websitecms/CDN/PUBLICA
TIONS/pidsdps1613.pdf

http://citeseerx.ist.psu.ed
u/viewdoc/download?doi=
10.1.1.592.1599&rep=rep

1&type=pdf

https://dspace.mit.edu/op
enaccess-
disseminate/1721.1/9704
7

https://www.development
bookshelf.com/doi/pdf/10
.3362/9781780448435
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Seeking Economic Program
Inclusion for refugees:

A Case Study of the

Graduation Approach

in Ecuador

The Economic and Study report Livelihoods
Social Returns to Cash Program

Transfers: Evidence
from A Ugandan Aid
Program

health outcomes for participants and the broader
community.

Research has shown that there exist two outlier
groups among previous participants of the Chars
Livelihoods Program. One group has built up
significant assets while the other group has not, and,
in some cases, has fallen back to being assetless. This
study analyses the causes for such different
outcomes.

Extending social protection to the rural population
engaged in the informal economy in lower-income
countries is globally a priority. In spite of a lack of
evidence about its costs and benefits and the small
scale of many programs, workfare, as opposed to
welfare, is often put forward as a favoured option
for providing social protection for the rural working-
age poor. This paper studies the reasons behind the
renewed interest in workfare. It outlines the key
characteristics of different types of workfare and
welfare schemes. It also proposes a simple
conceptual framework to assess the relative cost-
effectiveness and efficacy of different welfare and
workfare policies for labour surplus households
facing a diverse set of ‘states’ and ‘shocks’.

This webinar discussed how UNHCR and
implementing partner HIAS adapted the graduation
approach for refugees in Ecuador. UNHCR Ecuador
reached more than 2,300 refugees through the
graduation program nationally and planned to
collabourate with the Ministry of Economic and
Social Inclusion on a new initiative to incorporate
refugees into the government’s existing protection
system, Plan de Acompafnamiento Familiar.

This study followed groups of unemployed youth
two and four years after receiving grants worth
twice their annual income. The study found that
most of the participants invested the transfers in
vocations and earnings rose by at least 40%.
(However, a follow up study after few years found
that the achieved impact declined).

http://citeseerx.ist.psu.ed
u/viewdoc/download?doi=
10.1.1.1009.8824&rep=re

pl&type=pdf

https://www.opml.co.uk/f
iles/Publications/corporat
e-publications/working-
papers/wp-social-
protection-through-
work.pdf?noredirect=1

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=Dh1TQSc1IVY&f

eature=youtu.be

http://cega.berkeley.edu/
assets/cega events/53/W
GAPE Sp2013 Blattman.p
df
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Graduation programs have become increasingly
viable solutions in many regions to achieve
promising, measurable and sustained results in
poverty alleviation. To support organisations
implementing new graduation programs, BRAC has
created a suite of service offerings to smooth
adoption challenges and provide a comprehensive
set of tools for program success.

BRAC pioneered the Targeting the Ultra Poor
program (TUP) in 2002 to address extreme poverty.
The program has served 1.77 million extreme poor
households in Bangladesh since its inception,
instilling socioeconomic resilience, as well as
promoting sustainable livelihoods. This brief
provides a summary of BRAC's TUP and its 2016
annual program statistics.

Watch the stories of two women in Bangladesh who
started from living on less than 70 cents per day to
become savvy entrepreneurs who are independently
supporting their families. BRAC's 'Graduation’
approach to ending poverty gives poor women the
tools and opportunities to improve their lives. Watch
this video to learn more.

Watch this inspiring video on Romena, a participant
of the BRAC's Targeting the Ultra-poor Program in
Rangpur, Bangladesh. Through the program, she was
able to transform her life and get out of poverty.
BRAC has been at the forefront of poverty
alleviation, disaster recovery, and microfinance in
Bangladesh and 10 other countries. In this country,
more than 95% of BRAC's Graduation Program
participants achieve graduation by crossing an ultra-
poverty threshold and maintaining their improved
conditions for the next 4 years.

After decades of trial and error, starting in 2002
BRAC began deploying a set of carefully sequenced
measures tailored to the unique set of challenges
faced by the ultra-poor. The results have been
astonishing. Using intensive training and a

https://www.un.org/devel
opment/desa/dspd/wp-
content/uploads/sites/22/
2017/04/Lamia-Rashid-
BRAC-Ultrapoor-
Graduation-Paper-for-UN-
Expert-Group-Meeting-
May-2017-25Aprl7.pdf
http://www.brac.net/imag
es/index/tup/brac_ TUP-
briefNote-Jun17.pdf

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=UkfDhQZTQJs&f

eature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=elgtw85BiDA

https://www.ids.ac.uk/file
s/dmfile/2.1.Pahlowan201
4-CFPR-
TUPProgramBRACpptv229
-apr-14.pdf

www.brac.net/sites/defaul
t/files/BRAC%20Briefing%

20-%20TUP.pdf

26


https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2017/04/Lamia-Rashid-BRAC-Ultrapoor-Graduation-Paper-for-UN-Expert-Group-Meeting-May-2017-25Apr17.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2017/04/Lamia-Rashid-BRAC-Ultrapoor-Graduation-Paper-for-UN-Expert-Group-Meeting-May-2017-25Apr17.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2017/04/Lamia-Rashid-BRAC-Ultrapoor-Graduation-Paper-for-UN-Expert-Group-Meeting-May-2017-25Apr17.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2017/04/Lamia-Rashid-BRAC-Ultrapoor-Graduation-Paper-for-UN-Expert-Group-Meeting-May-2017-25Apr17.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2017/04/Lamia-Rashid-BRAC-Ultrapoor-Graduation-Paper-for-UN-Expert-Group-Meeting-May-2017-25Apr17.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2017/04/Lamia-Rashid-BRAC-Ultrapoor-Graduation-Paper-for-UN-Expert-Group-Meeting-May-2017-25Apr17.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2017/04/Lamia-Rashid-BRAC-Ultrapoor-Graduation-Paper-for-UN-Expert-Group-Meeting-May-2017-25Apr17.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2017/04/Lamia-Rashid-BRAC-Ultrapoor-Graduation-Paper-for-UN-Expert-Group-Meeting-May-2017-25Apr17.pdf
http://www.brac.net/images/index/tup/brac_TUP-briefNote-Jun17.pdf
http://www.brac.net/images/index/tup/brac_TUP-briefNote-Jun17.pdf
http://www.brac.net/images/index/tup/brac_TUP-briefNote-Jun17.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UkfDhQZTQJs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UkfDhQZTQJs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UkfDhQZTQJs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eLgtw85BiDA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eLgtw85BiDA
https://www.ids.ac.uk/files/dmfile/2.1.Pahlowan2014-CFPR-TUPProgramBRACpptv229-apr-14.pdf
https://www.ids.ac.uk/files/dmfile/2.1.Pahlowan2014-CFPR-TUPProgramBRACpptv229-apr-14.pdf
https://www.ids.ac.uk/files/dmfile/2.1.Pahlowan2014-CFPR-TUPProgramBRACpptv229-apr-14.pdf
https://www.ids.ac.uk/files/dmfile/2.1.Pahlowan2014-CFPR-TUPProgramBRACpptv229-apr-14.pdf
https://www.ids.ac.uk/files/dmfile/2.1.Pahlowan2014-CFPR-TUPProgramBRACpptv229-apr-14.pdf
http://www.brac.net/sites/default/files/BRAC%20Briefing%20-%20TUP.pdf
http://www.brac.net/sites/default/files/BRAC%20Briefing%20-%20TUP.pdf
http://www.brac.net/sites/default/files/BRAC%20Briefing%20-%20TUP.pdf

BRAC Development

Institute, NFPCSP,
& BRAC RED

BRAC World

Camacho, C. M., &
Martinez, C. C.

Cheney, C., &
Jerving, S.

Cho, Y., Robalino,
D., & Watson, S.

2009

2014

2017

2018

2014

Graduation
Approach

Study on the First
Phase of the 100-Day
Employment
Generation Program

Study report

The Graduation Model: Video
Escaping Extreme

Poverty

Social Protection Slide
System in Mexico: Presentation
Linking Social

Protection Programs

with Employment

Through Cross-Sectoral

Approaches

Ultra-Poor Graduation Newspaper
Model Results Show article
More than Just Cash is

Needed

Livelihoods
Program

Graduation -
Evaluation

Livelihoods
Program

Supporting Self- Working
Employment and paper
Small-scale

Entrepreneurship:

Potential Programs to

Improve Livelihoods

for Vulnerable Workers
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comprehensive package of support deployed over 24
months, the ultra-poor can “graduate” from extreme
poverty. This brief provides a summary of the global
issue of ultra-poverty and BRAC'’s pioneering
approach to poverty alleviation.

In September 2008, the Government of Bangladesh
embarked on the first phase of a 100-day
Employment Generation program (EGP) for the
poorest and jobless poor. The outcome of the first
phase of this program is encouraging with the
majority of beneficiaries, notably women, reporting
positive impacts that included long term impacts
such as investment in productive assets. The
program has been only relatively successful in
targeting the extreme poor which, in part, may be
explained by some confusion over the selection
criteria and little preparation of the field officials.

A short video on how BRAC is reaching the poorest
with an innovative set of interventions that creates a
ladder out of extreme poverty.

Mexico has a multisectoral approach to social
protection. Social protection system links with
employment through cross-sectoral approach. These
slides were presented in South-South Knowledge
Collaboration Event in Manila 2017.

A Devex article on evaluation of an entrepreneurship
development program in Uganda. The evaluation
was conducted by Innovations for Poverty Action
(IPA). The results demonstrated that
entrepreneurship program can increase sustained
asset holdings, consumption, well-being, and
nutrition.

A significant proportion of 55 per cent of self-
employed workers worldwide live in poor or
vulnerable households. In Sub-Saharan Africa, for
instance, close to 80 per cent of the self-employed
are poor. While numerous countries have adopted
programs that aim to promote self-employment and
small-scale entrepreneurship (SSE), the design of

http://fomu.gov.bd/agridr
upal/sites/default/files/10
0 _day final.pdf

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=troXQ4CTs1l

http://socialprotection.org
/system/files/Mexico-
SEDESOL 0.pdf

https://www.devex.com/n

ews/ultra-poor-

graduation-model-results-
show-more-than-just-
cash-is-needed-92081

http://documents.worldba
nk.org/curated/en/845321
468180253428 /pdf/92629
OWPOP127000licyOnoteOFi

nalOweb.pdf
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such programs often are ill-suited to respond to the
needs of those who engage in entrepreneurial
activities not by choice, but by necessity. Visit the
link provided to learn more about the potential
public policy role of programs aimed at improving
the livelihoods of subsistence entrepreneurs.

This paper proposes and illustrates a methodology
to assess the economic cost of the sovereign risk
finance instruments available to the Government of
Ethiopia and its development partners for financing
the shock-responsive scalability component of the
Productive Safety Net Program. The methodology is
applied to a hypothetical set of rules for drought-
responsive scalability, and a range of potential risk
finance strategies.

This report focuses on Productive Safety Net
Programs (PSNPs) in Sub-Saharan Africa, in the
agricultural sector, whose main goal is generating
employment through labour-intensive works. It
examines an issue that has been less studied in
PSNPs: what has worked and failed to work to
achieve social inclusion? A country case study is
provided on Ethiopia. The case provides lessons
learned in terms of interventions for specific groups
(with regard to gender, HIV/AIDS, pastoralists),
participation and selection (the politics of inclusion,
the selection of participants, participation,
graduation), and monitoring and evaluation.
Historically, Concern Worldwide’s experience of
implementing the graduation approach comes from
rural contexts. However, they are increasingly
adapting the approach to urban settings. This
document sets out considerations for program
design based on the (general) characteristics of
urban settings.

The report builds on a global practitioners’ learning
event on ‘Linking Social Protection with Productive
Inclusion’ that took place in Mexico City/Mexico

from 2 — 4 September 2015, hosted and organised by

the Mexican Secretariat of Social Development
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Is Graduation from Article Graduation
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Possible? Evidence
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Africa

Grant vs. Credit Plus Working Livelihoods
Approach to Poverty paper Program
Reduction: An
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An Approach to Ending Magazine Livelihoods
Poverty That Works article Program
Economic Inclusion of Technical Livelihoods
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Building Resilience
through the
Graduation Approach

(SEDESOL) and German Development Cooperation
(G1Z).

This article provides a cross-country reflection of the
potential effects of social cash transfers on
graduation, drawing from impact evaluation results
of cash transfer programs in Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho
and Zambia. The authors find that cash transfers
have significant impact on the livelihoods of
beneficiary households, as well as on the
communities in which they live. These impacts vary
from country to country, and context to context.

Targeting the Ultra Poor (TUP) program of BRAC
implements two interventions for the ultra-poor: a
grant-based support package for specially targeted
ultra-poor (STUP support package), and a credit plus
grant support package for another targeted ultra-
poor (OTUP support package) group. Using non-
experimental evaluation design, the authors
observed that both the STUP and OTUP support
packages increase self-employment, total labour
supply, per capita income, consumption of high-
value food products, and productive asset-base of
the ultra-poor. These supports also lead to a
reduction in domestic violence against women.
Discussion abounds in the development sector today
about the best ways to empower the poor. Do you
give them cash or assets? Is it better to attach
conditions, or do the poor know best how to spend
their money? BRAC’s short answer to these
questions is yes, all of the above. The author
concludes that graduation approach is an intensive,
integrated approach that works.

The Graduation Approach—a carefully sequenced,
multisectoral “big push” —can increase refugees’
ability to earn income and increase their self-reliance
and resilience.
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The authors find that the term “graduation” is often
misunderstood. At times, this leads to confusion
about the approach. The term “graduation” was
adopted because it implies moving people beyond a
point where the likelihood of slipping back
significantly decreases. This article provides a good
summary on the concept of graduation!

This technical guide provides a “how-to” roadmap
for practitioners wishing to implement programs
based on the Graduation Approach. The Guide draws
on the lessons learned over the eight-year (2006-
2014) course of a global pilot program involving 10
programs in eight countries. The authors conclude
this technical guide with one of the observations
with which they began it: poverty is a complex,
multi-dimensional phenomenon. Such complexity
means that caution is warranted when attributing
causation to any given intervention, including the
Graduation Approach.

This is a summary of first-hand experience and
research on the efficacy of the graduation approach
as applied in rural Peru. The author concludes that
the Graduation Program isn’t a silver bullet that will
magically pull everyone out of extreme poverty. But
the evidence shows that it’s an important part of
putting very poor people on that pathway.
Understanding the impacts of India’s National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme (NREGS) and the
pathway through which its impacts are realised has
important policy implications. We use a three-round
4,000-household panel from Andhra Pradesh
together with administrative data to explore short-
and medium-term poverty and welfare effects of
NREGS. Triple difference estimates suggest that
participants significantly increase consumption in
the short run and accumulate more nonfinancial
assets in the medium term. Asset creation via
program-induced land improvements is consistent
with a medium-term increase in assets by
nonparticipants and increases in wage income in
excess of program cost.
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This synthesis seeks to capture an emerging
consensus on the productive employment challenge
in Africa and the key short-term and long-term
interventions (policies and programs) required for
creating employment and improving employability.
This document reports the number of households
participated in the SLP program from CY 2011 to
2018 and from January to June 2018. It
disaggregates the data by regions, program tracks
(Microenterprise Development and Employment
Facilitation) and Pantawid/Non-Pantawid served
households.

This memorandum describes the implementation of
Sustainable Livelihood Program (SLP), particularly its
five major stages: (1) Pre-implementation; (2) Social
Preparation; (3) Resource mobilization; (4) Project
implementation; (5) Program participant
mainstreaming.

As part of its commitment to alleviate poverty and
empower the disadvantaged sectors, the
Department of Social Welfare and Development
(DSWD) continues to implement the Sustainable
Livelihood Program (SLP) that aims to improve the
socio-economic condition of poor Filipinos by
facilitating opportunities for employment
generation.

Stories of a women's group supported by
Sustainable Livelihood Program (SLP) in the
Philippines.

LEAP is a skills development program in the
Philippines. This program provides training to
children of the families supported by the cash
transfer program- Pantawid Pamylia Pilipino
Program (4Ps). These slides were presented in the
South-South Knowledge Collaboration Event in
Manila 2017.
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Devereux, S., & 2015 Graduating from Social Article
Sabates-Wheeler, Protection? Editorial

R. Introduction

This book chapter reviews the adaptation of
graduation approach in Ethiopia, Rwanda, and
Burundi. Evaluations are generating evidence of
significant positive impact across a range of
indicators, from household food security and asset
ownership, to access to health services.

This paper analyses major conceptual and analytical
frameworks for applying social protection in rural
and agricultural contexts and proposes a
‘consolidated’ framework, and reviews the evidence
base on the impacts of social protection on
agricultural production and rural poverty reduction.

Concern launched a program called ‘Enhancing the
Productive Capacity of Extremely Poor People’, also
known as the ‘Graduation program’, in two districts
of southern Rwanda — Huye and Nyaruguru — in May
2011. The program supports extremely poor
households with a sequenced package that includes
cash transfers to meet basic needs, skills
development, asset transfers to improve livelihood
options, and savings facilities to buffer risk and fund
investments in productive activities, with the goal of
facilitating sustainable exits from extreme poverty.
This brief captures the key lessons learned from the
first 12 months of the Graduation program in
Rwanda.

This Editorial Introduction reviews alternative
conceptualisations of graduation, summarises the
evidence of impact from several project evaluations
presented in the IDS Bulletin, and discusses key
aspects of design and implementation and the
nature of political support for graduation. The
editors conclude that graduation programs are an
important and valuable contribution to development
policy, but they should not displace the core social
protection functions of social assistance and social
insurance.
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This study aims to add to the understanding of how
graduation is happening in Ethiopia through the
Food Security program. The findings presented in
this report come from qualitative and quantitative
fieldwork conducted in 8 communities of 4 woredas
in 2 regional states where the Productive Safety Net
Program (PSNP) is being implemented. The second-
round study found that all the task forces
interviewed asserted that there is no-one who
returned back to PSNP after he/she graduated.

The short-video briefly documents an international
event titled “South-South Knowledge Exchange
Forum on Linking Social Protection to Employment
Opportunities” which was funded by DFAT and GIZ
and jointly co-hosted by TNP2K of the Government
of Indonesia. Around 45 participants from 19
countries shared their experiences and lesson
learned using an innovative approach called
“Knowledge Jam”.

The PROPEL Toolkit is a step-by-step guide to help
organisations implement a Graduation program. This
Toolkit covers the basics of the BRAC model and its
evolution, the steps involved in planning and staffing
up, on-the-ground implementation and strategies for
monitoring, evaluation and learning.

To attain the right to social protection for people
living in extreme poverty and, simultaneously, SDG
Goal 1, it will be necessary to lift the ultra-poor
people above the international extreme poverty line
of USD1.90/day. The authors argue that the
‘Graduation’ approach, which aims to equip the
poorest of the poor with the tools, livelihoods and
self-confidence to escape extreme poverty after the
end of the intervention, is an effective approach.
India’s 2005 National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act creates a justiciable 'right to work' by promising
up to 100 days of wage employment per year to all
rural households whose adult members volunteer to
do unskilled manual work. This study asks: Are the
conditions stipulated by the Act met in practice?
How much impact on poverty do the earnings from

https://assets.publishing.s
ervice.gov.uk/media/57a0
89d940f0b649740002c8/F
AC Working Paper 080.p
df

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=iSTEFOu6hR4&f

eature=youtu.be

https://issuu.com/bracultr
apoor/docs/brac_propel t
oolkit

http://www.ipc-

undp.org/pub/eng/OP324
Mainstreaming graduati
on_into Social Protection

floors.pdf

https://openknowledge.w
orldbank.org/handle/1098
6/17195
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the scheme have? Why might that impact fall short
of its potential? How can the scheme bridge that
gap? The bulk of the study focuses on the scheme’s
performance in one of India’s poorest states, Bihar,
where one would hope that a scheme such as this
would help reduce poverty. The study finds that the
scheme is falling well short of its potential impact on
poverty in Bihar.

Haku WifRay project was designed and piloted by the
Cooperation Fund for Social Development
(FONCODES), targets rural households living in
extreme poverty. To maximise its efficacy, the
intervention is being deployed in the same rural
areas where Juntos, the Peruvian CCT program, is
being implemented. It is part of a joint strategy
aimed at strengthening households’ ability to
sustainably overcome extreme poverty.

During the Transfer Project workshop, which was
held on 6-8 April 2016, a number of country case
studies were presented including planned and
ongoing interventions that complement social cash
transfer programs. These case studies have been
documented for other countries that might consider
‘cash+’ type interventions.

Governments are increasingly designing social
protection programs with complementary
intervention to promote employment. This Guidance
Note explores the interactions between social
protection and sustainable employment with an
intention to help design and implementation of
social protection program for employment.

This presentation explains links between social
protection and employment. It highlights that social
protection will always have a pivotal role to play in
supporting employment. Several programs like
regular cash transfers, asset- transfers, employment
guarantee schemes, skills development and
livelihood development enable beneficiaries to
engage in the informal or formal

employment. Although social protection is not about
providing employment, it can help to improve

http://disde.minedu.gob.p
e/bitstream/handle/20.50
0.12799/3634/Combining
Social Protection with
Economic Opportunities in
Rural Peru Haku
Winay.pdf?sequence=1&is
Allowed=y

https://www.unicef-
irc.org/files/documents/d-
3903-
Workshop%20summary%?2
00f%20cash%20plus web.

pdf

https://www.dfat.gov.au/s
ites/default/files/guidance
-note-on-options-to-link-
social-protection-to-
sustainable-

employment.pdf

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=XksvkRTLC1A&f

eature=youtu.be
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employability and foster systems that create
employment opportunities.

These slides present the links between social
protection and employment. It highlights that social
protection will always have a pivotal role to play in
supporting employment. Several programs like
regular cash transfers, asset- transfers, employment
guarantee schemes, skills development and
livelihood development enable beneficiaries to
engage in the informal or formal

employment. Although social protection is not about
providing employment, it can help to improve
employability and foster systems that create
employment opportunities.

Self-employment is widespread in poor countries,
and faced with a lack of existing jobs, providing more
opportunities for people to start businesses is a key
policy option. But empirical evidence to support this
idea is scarce, and economic theory offers several
reasons why the self-employed may be more likely
to migrate. This paper puts together panel surveys
from eight countries to descriptively examine the
relationship between migration and self-
employment, finding that the self-employed are
indeed less likely to migrate than wage workers or
the unemployed. The paper then analyzes seven
randomized experiments that increased self-
employment, and finds that their causal impacts on
migration are negative on average, but often small in
magnitude.

Factsheets on linking social assistance with
productive inclusion programs in Bolivia, Brazil,
Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Indonesia, Mexico, Peru, and the Philippines.

This paper discusses the origin and impact of the
Ultra Poor Graduation Program that BRAC launched
in 2002 when it noticed that ultra-poor households
were not benefiting from its microfinance program.
In 2006, CGAP and the Ford Foundation joined

http://socialprotection.org
/system/files/Keynote%20
Presentation-
1%20Nicholas%20Freelan

d.pdf

http://documents.worldba
nk.org/curated/en/981521
568303685878/pdf/Self-
Employment-and-

Migration.pdf

http://socialprotection.org
/system/files/Productive%
20Inclusion%20Factsheet
%20%28EN%29.pdf

https://www.findevgatew
ay.org/sites/default/files/
publications/files/mfg-en-
paper-ultra-poor-
graduation-pilots-
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together to replicate the intervention in other
countries along with a series of impact evaluations.
One of the conclusions is that the graduation model
has the potential to pick up where microfinance has
left off in helping households who are most in need.
This is a summary blog based on a webinar on
BRAC's graduation approach. The webinar was
organised by Social Protection for Employment
Community (SPEC) on 7 February 2017.

Fonkoze, a Haitian non-governmental organisation
(NGO), has helped over 6,000 Haitian women
graduate from ultra-poverty through its Chemen Lavi
Miyo (CLM) program. This Learning Brief reports key
findings from a study that compared the poverty
status of participants in Fonkoze’s CLM program with
households identified by the national poverty
indicator.

Prepared for the 2016 Brookings Blum Roundtable,
this paper summarises findings from 55 evaluations
on employment creation programs including access
to finance, enterprise development training and
business development support. This review clearly
shows that the available evidence remains sketchy,
in particular for large parts of sub-Saharan Africa,
MENA, and Asia—regions where in the coming
decades the need for jobs will be the highest.

These PowerPoint slides were presented in a
webinar titled Sustainable Livelihood Program (SLP)
of Philippines: Linking Cash Transfer to Sustainable
Livelihood Development. The webinar was organised
by Social Protection for Employment Community
(SPEC) on 18 November 2016.

This is a video record of a webinar on Sustainable
Livelihood Program (SLP) of the Philippines: Linking
Cash Transfer to Sustainable Livelihood
Development. The webinar was organised by Social
Protection for Employment Community (SPEC) on 18
November 2016.
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The findings of the mid-term review (MTR) of the
third phase of the Challenging the Frontiers of
Poverty Reduction Program — Targeting the Ultra
Poor (CFPR-TUP) were largely positive. The program
has been running since 2002 with a mandate to
provide sustainable livelihood options to the
extreme poor who have the ability to work. The
program has incorporated lessons learned over this
period and the current model is performing well.
Prof. Syed M. Hashemi presented on graduation
approach in light of the Targeting the Ultra-Poor
Program of BRAC.

Prof. Syed M. Hashemi presented on graduation
approach in the light of the Targeting the Ultra-Poor
Program of BRAC.

In 2006, CGAP and the Ford Foundation launched an
initiative to test and adapt BRAC’s graduation
approach in a diversity of countries and contexts.
The result of this initiative is the CGAP—Ford
Foundation Graduation Program, a series of 10 pilot
projects in eight countries involving a broad range of
partners and an extensive research effort, to test the
universality of BRAC's approach. This paper
highlights the lessons learned from the Graduation
Program. It concludes that the program takes market
challenges and opportunities into account in its
design of livelihood options but does not directly
tackle market conditions.

The authors explore one specific model, BRAC's
‘Challenging the Frontiers of Poverty Reduction —
Targeting the Ultra Poor’ (CFPR-TUP) that recognised
the limits of BRAC’s own poverty focused programs

https://www.dfat.gov.au/s
ites/default/files/banglade
sh-targeting-ultra-poor-
program-mid-term-
review.pdf

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=THXFhgs|dLQ&f

eature=youtu.be

http://socialprotection.org
/system/files/Hashemi%20
Graduation%20BRAC%20G
raduation%20Model 0.pdf

http://www.cgap.org/sites
/default/files/researches/
documents/CGAP-Focus-
Note-Reaching-the-
Poorest-Lessons-from-the-
Graduation-Model-Mar-

2011.pdf

https://www.ids.ac.uk/file
s/dmfile/ResearchReportl

OFINAL.pdf
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to serve the ultra poor, and developed a new
strategy designed specifically for the poorest. They
present the model as a major innovation in their
understanding of extreme poverty and demonstrate
its success in combating many of the conventional
‘poverty traps’ and ‘graduating’ many of the poorest
out of extreme poverty. But they also show how the
process of ‘graduation’ is fraught with challenges,
how it is ultimately limited by meso level constraints
and how many will always require state level
support.

In light of the ambitious goals to be achieved by
2030, this World Social Protection Report provides a
comprehensive assessment of the current state of
social protection systems around the globe, their
coverage, benefits, and expenditures, following a
life-cycle approach. It highlights progress in
expanding social protection as well as remaining
gaps that need to be closed. It discusses the key
challenges to the realisation of the right to social
security.

New ILO report highlights that massive efforts are
still needed to ensure that the right to social security
becomes a reality for all. This infographic provides
figures on social protection based on ILO's World
Social Protection Report 2017-2019.

In 2009, the International Labour Organization (ILO)
and the European Union launched a project entitled
“Improving Social Protection and Promoting
Employment” as a reaction to the international
economic crisis. The project was carried out over the
period November 2009—-December 2012 in Burkina
Faso, Cambodia and Honduras. This synthesis report
presents the experiences of these countries.

This paper provides new evidence on rural-to-urban
migration decisions in developing countries. Using
original survey data from rural India, it shows that
employment provision on local public works
significantly reduces seasonal migration. Workers
who choose to participate in the program forgo
much higher earnings outside of the village.

https://www.ilo.org/wcms
p5/groups/public/---
dgreports/---dcomm/---
publ/documents/publicati
on/wcms 604882.pdf

https://www.ilo.org/wcms
p5/groups/public/---
dgreports/---
dcomm/documents/prese
ntation/wcms 607273.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/wcms
p5/groups/public/---asia/--
-ro-bangkok/---sro-
bangkok/documents/publi
cation/wcms 216145.pdf

https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/
soc/economics/research/
workingpapers/2018/twer
p 1161 imbert.pdf
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Structural estimates imply that the utility cost of one
day away may be as high as 60% of migration
earnings. Up to half of this cost can be explained by
higher living costs and income risk. The other half
reflects high non-monetary costs from living and
working in the city.

While many credit and training programs have not
been successful in raising income levels of the ultra-
poor households, support for livelihood programs as
“big push” interventions spurred interest as a
potential intervention for sustainable transition to
self-employment and a higher standard of living. To
test this theory, researchers evaluated a multi-
faceted approach aimed at improving long term
income of the ultra-poor, in six countries. They
found that the approach had a long-lasting economic
and self-employment impact and that the long-run
benefits, measured in terms of household
expenditures, outweighed their up-front costs. This
is the summary of the study in Peru.

While many credit and training programs have not
been successful in raising income levels of the ultra-
poor households, support for livelihood programs as
“big push” interventions spurred interest as a
potential intervention for sustainable transition to
self-employment and a higher standard of living. To
test this theory, researchers evaluated a multi-
faceted approach aimed at improving long term
income of the ultra-poor, in six countries. They
found that the approach had a long-lasting economic
and self-employment impact and that the long-run
benefits, measured in terms of household
expenditures, outweighed their up-front costs. Here
is the summary of the study in Pakistan.

While many credit and training programs have not
been successful in raising income levels of the ultra-
poor households, support for livelihood programs as
“big push” interventions spurred interest as a
potential intervention for sustainable transition to
self-employment and a higher standard of living. To
test this theory, researchers evaluated a multi-

https://www.poverty-
action.org/printpdf/6386

https://www.poverty-
action.org/printpdf/6251

https://www.poverty-
action.org/study/graduati
ng-ultra-poor-ethiopia
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faceted approach aimed at improving long term
income of the ultra-poor, in six countries. They
found that the approach had a long-lasting economic
and self-employment impact and that the long-run
benefits, measured in terms of household
expenditures, outweighed their up-front costs. Here
is the summary of the study in Ethiopia.

While many credit and training programs have not
been successful in raising income levels of the ultra-
poor households, support for livelihood programs as
“big push” interventions spurred interest as a
potential intervention for sustainable transition to
self-employment and a higher standard of living. To
test this theory, researchers evaluated a multi-
faceted approach aimed at improving long term
income of the ultra-poor, in six countries. They
found that the approach had a long-lasting economic
and self-employment impact and that the long-run
benefits, measured in terms of household
expenditures, outweighed their up-front costs. Here
is the summary of the study in Ghana.

While many credit and training programs have not
been successful in raising income levels of the ultra-
poor households, support for livelihood programs as
“big push” interventions spurred interest as a
potential intervention for sustainable transition to
self-employment and a higher standard of living. To
test this theory, researchers evaluated a multi-
faceted approach aimed at improving long term
income of the ultra-poor, in six countries. They
found that the approach had a long-lasting economic
and self-employment impact and that the long-run
benefits, measured in terms of household
expenditures, outweighed their up-front costs. Here
is the summary of the study in Honduras.

While many credit and training programs have not
been successful in raising income levels of the ultra-
poor households, support for livelihood programs as
“big push” interventions spurred interest as a
potential intervention for sustainable transition to
self-employment and a higher standard of living. To

https://www.poverty-

action.org/printpdf/7191

https://www.poverty-
action.org/study/graduati
ng-ultra-poor-honduras

https://www.poverty-
action.org/printpdf/6226
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test this theory, researchers evaluated a multi-
faceted approach aimed at improving long term
income of the ultra-poor, in six countries. They
found that the approach had a long-lasting economic
and self-employment impact and that the long-run
benefits, measured in terms of household
expenditures, outweighed their up-front costs. Here
is the summary of the study in India.

This document presents the results of studies on
graduation programs in Burundi and Rwanda, and a
summary of a lively discussions around these studies
in an event on Graduation Model, based on
presentations from Alice Simington, Keetie Roelen
and Stephen Devereux.

The paper looks at additional sources of vulnerability
that increasingly need to be better incorporated into
social protection and social policies. It highlights that
while social protection programs are increasingly
acknowledging the imperative to recognise gender-
differentiated priorities and impacts, continuing
inequities faced by poor women in both paid and
unpaid care work remain as a source of

concern. New program approaches from the South
and the North point to how addressing these
inequities can underpin an employment-friendly
recovery and growth process.

These slides present inter-sectoral social protection
system of Chile which is constituted of interventions
implemented by different state organisations, aimed
at the most vulnerable population.

This bulletin summarizes the results from seven
randomized evaluations of the Graduation approach,
a multifaceted livelihood program for the ultra-poor.
This approach was designed by BRAC and has since
been adapted in eight countries with support from
the Consultative Group to Assist the Poor (CGAP)
and the Ford Foundation. Researchers conducted

https://www.findevgatew
ay.org/sites/default/files/
publications/files/graduati
on _model event report j
an_2017.pdf

http://www.ipc-
undp.org/pub/IPCTechnica

IPaper6.pdf

http://socialprotection.org
/system/files/Chile%27s%
20inter-
sectoral%20social%20prot
ection%20system.pdf

https://www.poverty-
action.org/sites/default/fil
es/publications/building-
stable-livelihoods-ultra-

poor.pdf
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randomized evaluations of the program in
Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Ghana, Honduras, India,
Pakistan, and Peru. The Graduation approach
increased ultra-poor households’ consumption.

This paper focuses upon two Graduation Program
implementations — one by Trickle Up in West Bengal,
India, and the other by Orangi Charitable Trust (OCT)
in Sindh, Pakistan. The authors use the ‘critical
moments’ framework developed in Kabeer (2008) to
understand the conceptualisation of this project in
response to a particular set of constraints (and
opportunities), its translation into a concrete set of
proposals for action, the implementation of these
proposals, the monitoring and evaluation of the
process of implementation, and finally, the
utilisation of the lessons learnt.

Asset-based approaches — usually involving asset
transfers and/or asset building — are increasingly
central to thinking about poverty alleviation, social
protection, graduation, and livelihood resilience.
Although the notion of assets is well established in
the literature, the meanings of and relationships
between asset(s), livelihood capital(s), risks(s),
welfare and wellbeing, and graduation need further
analysis. The authors argue that asset-ness provides
a key to understanding differences in the impacts of
asset-based social protection and associated
processes and dynamics of graduation. As such the
article aims to advance understanding of graduation
theory.

This study explores the potential of graduation
packages, which consist of a combination of
transfers of productive assets, vocational training,
and cash payments. The results confirm the
efficiency of interventions that include a productive
asset transfer on poverty reduction. The micro-
simulations also indicate that these programs are
likely to promote the inclusion of beneficiary
households in their local economies.

https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/
34270/1/Productive%20sa
fety%20nets%20for%20wo
men%20in%20extreme%?2

Opoverty.pdf
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PowerPoint slides presented in the International
Conference titled Developing Local Initiatives for
Poverty Alleviation through Community Based
sustainable Livelihood in OIC Member Countries held
in Jakarta 8- 9 November 2016. This was hosted by
Ministry of Social Welfare Indonesia in collaboration
with COMCEC.

What are the key features of programs that allow
poor people to sustainably escape from poverty in a
cost-effective and scalable way? This is the question
that this policy guide has investigated. Looking at
evidence from social protection programs with
innovative designs that combine different
interventions, it has reviewed the contribution of
social protection programs in facilitating sustained
escapes from poverty through the productive
inclusion of poor individuals in low- and middle-
income countries (LMICS).

This paper reviews relevant experiences and
research for countries where BRAC already works
and includes other notable geographies (e.g.
Ethiopia and India). The authors suggest that ideally,
graduation as a social assistance approach takes
place in conjunction with other social assistance
programs and is complementary to an overall
national social protection agenda.

This is the final evaluation of the Unleashing the
Productive Capacity of the Extreme Poor Graduation
Program implemented in Rwanda by Concern. The
graduation program targeting the extreme poor with
labour capacity forms a major part of the current
country program and is likely to continue to do so in
the medium-term. This evaluation will inform the
future programming in Rwanda as well as Concern’s
organisational learning for other country programs
interested in adapting the graduation model to their
contexts.

http://socialprotection.org
/system/files/International
%20Exp-Fazley.pdf

https://dl.orangedox.com/
61s2HQK7mXicwCla7Z

https://www.findevgatew
ay.org/sites/default/files/
publications/files/tackling
ultra_poverty through t
he graduation approach.

pdf

https://www.concernusa.
org/wp-

content/uploads/2021/08/
final _evaluation of the u
nleashing the productive
capacity of the extreme
poor graduation progra

m.pdf
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In this paper, an innovative approach that BRAC has
been experimenting with since 2002 to craft a
graduation pathway for the ultra-poor is described.
Based on experiences of implementing this approach
and evaluation research, several key lessons for the
broader thinking on tackling ultra-poverty are
drawn. The most important finding was that the
ultra-poor are not a homogeneous group.
Differences in financial market participation as well
as the comparatively slow progress of the non-
selected ultra-poor households have led to designing
different packages for different groups of ultra-poor.
This report draws upon the discussion and sharing
that took place at the South-South Knowledge
Collaboration workshop on Designing and
Implementing Social Protection Programs for
Employment, hosted by the Government of the
Philippines, German Development Cooperation and
Australian DFAT in 2017. The report includes nine
case studies on employment generation programs
and provides analysis on the lessons.

This presentation provides summary on topics
presented and discussed in the South-South
Knowledge Collaboration event in Manila, including
cash transfer programs, public employment
programs and social protection and cross-sectoral
linkages with complementary service integration.

Dr Anna McCord explained the significance of
inclusion and empowerment to support social
protection programs, including how social protection
can address exclusion: by providing provision of
complementary programs, considering requirements
for inclusion in the design of provision, and ensuring
a good quality of implementation.

https://www.files.ethz.ch/
isn/127450/WP109 Marti

n.pdf

http://socialprotection.org
/sites/default/files/publica
tions files/Report-
Social%20Protection%20a
nd%20Employment.pdf

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=4asQFhjc Xc&fe

ature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=gnA7CWWnrKE
&feature=youtu.be
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A summary presentation in the South-South
Knowledge Collaboration event in Manila (May
2017). One of key messages is that coordination
among multiple stakeholders - cross sectoral,
different levels of government, civil society, and
private sector is important in designing and
implementing social protection programs for
employment.

This review is a background paper for the 2012
Education for All Global Monitoring Report,
examining the development and performance of
skills development interventions as a part of social
protection programming in middle and low-income
countries to address issues of youth unemployment.
Most workers in low-income countries are living in
poverty. The rate of reduction in the share of the
working poor is slowing, and the absolute number of
working poor is growing in some regions. Though
many economies are seeing significant growth, much
of it is ‘jobless’ or, more commonly, entails the
creation of vulnerable and poorly remunerated
work. Both underemployment and unemployment
represent serious challenges in low and middle-
income countries. These countries are dominated by
informal employment, and many young people and
women are not in the labour market.

The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare of Japan
(MHLW) organised an Expert Meeting on “Building
Social Safety Nets for Employment—Strategies in
Asia—” from Monday, 21 to Tuesday, 22 February
2011 at the Toki Messe (Niigata, Japan), in which a
discussion was held among academic experts and
others. Here is the discussion summary.

This is a record of online seminar organised by Social
Protection for Employment Community (SPEC). The
presenter talked about the social protection policy
framework of Vietnam with a focus on the
employment generation programs.

http://socialprotection.org
/system/files/McCord%20

Wrap%20Up%2012%20Ma
v%20MANILA%20Presenta
tion%20first%20rough.pdf

http://unesdoc.unesco.org
/images/0021/002178/21

7883e.pdf

https://www.dfat.gov.au/s
ites/default/files/social-
protection-and-
sustainable-

employment.pdf

https://www.mhlw.go.jp/e
nglish/topics/conference/
15th 1LO/dl/summary em
.pdf

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=MZUMdHNXZeE
&feature=youtu.be
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Anna Minj, Director of Community Empowerment,
Integrated Development & Targeting the Ultra Poor
of BRAC, presented the TUP program implemented
in Bangladesh. The presentation was delivered as
part of the International Growth Centre (IGC) and
BRAC 's Public Discussion: "Tackling Extreme Poverty
through Programs Targeting the World's Ultra-Poor".
This book chapter looks to explore Tanzania’s Social
Action Fund’s productive social safety net program
and its goal of ‘threshold graduation’. Specifically,
the variety of enabling and constraining factors are
looked at, as well as the range of mechanisms that
contribute to, or hinder, the success of this program.
Conclusions indicate that in order to help ensure its
success, the Tanzanian program must learn to
embrace in-course adaptation and revisions as
evidenced in several of its African neighbours.

Haku Winay is a development program aimed to
improve autonomous income and living standards of
households by strengthening production systems of
families and improving access to local markets in
Peru. In this video Maria E. Mujica, Vice Minister of
Social Policies and Evaluation, Peru, presented the
key features of the program.

These slides present the key features of Haku Winay
program of Peru. Haku Winay helps households to
improve income and living standards by
strengthening productive systems of families and
improving access to local markets in Peru.

The Haitian NGO Fonkoze, with the support of
Concern Worldwide, has been implementing the
Chemin Lavi Miyo (CLM) Graduation program since
June 2007 which targets the extreme poor in Haiti.
Early results were promising, but questions prevailed
around the sustainability of the benefits. To address
these concerns a further round of data collection
was undertaken amongst a group of participants
four years after graduation. This article concludes
that the considerable proportion of households who
have slipped back after ‘graduation’ is a cause for

http://www.lse.ac.uk/Eve
nts/Events-
Assets/PDF/2015/2015120
9-Anna-Minj-PPT.pdf

https://www.researchgate
.net/publication/3126383
14 CHAPTER 10 Explorin
g potentials and limits o
f graduation Tanzania's S
ocial Action Fund Progra
ms_and policies for the

extreme poor

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=GqQ4YAIGZ c&f

eature=youtu.be

http://socialprotection.org
/system/files/Maria%20M
ujica%20Peru Haku%20Wi

%C3%B1lay.pdf

https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk
/opendocs/bitstream/han
dle/123456789/7286/1DSB

46 2 10.1111-1759-
5436.12130.pdf?sequence
=il
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concern and at a program level suggests the need for
more concerted follow-up with beneficiaries in the
post-graduation phase.

Youth in Action program of Colombia is an
employability improvement program. It supports the
youth of poor families to complete higher education
and acquire life skills.

This paper analyzes the differential impact of
migration on labour supply of the left-behind
household members in Nepal, where international
migration for employment, predominantly a male
phenomenon, increased substantially between 2001
and 2011. The paper finds that, in response to out-
migration of some family members, women realign
their priorities and reallocate their time from market
employment to self-employment and home
production, possibly filling in the roles vacated by
the migrants. In contrast, the income effect
dominates the impact of migration on the left-
behind men.

A total of 416 partner-beneficiaries of the
Sustainable Livelihood Program (SLP) in the
Philippines finished different short courses that
could help them get a job or engage in livelihood
activities. SLP is a multi-stakeholder program
implemented by the Department of Social Welfare
and Development (DSWD). It aims to improve the
standard of living of poor households by facilitating
opportunities for development and management of
resources viable for micro-enterprises, community
empowerment through skills training and
employment facilitation.

Utilising market-driven principle and resource-based
approach, the Sustainable Livelihood Program (SLP)
endeavours to strengthen the skills, competencies,
abilities, and resources of poor Filipino families, as
well as create an enabling environment for accessing
income-generating opportunities. Amada Pornares

http://socialprotection.org
/system/files/Colombia.pd
f

http://documents.worldba
nk.org/curated/en/406581
568642192459/pdf/Impac
t-of-International-
Migration-on-Labour-
Supply-in-Nepal.pdf

http://pia.gov.ph/news/ar
ticles/1000718

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=9kXDP67iE8U&f

eature=youtu.be
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presented the key aspects of the program in this
video.

Utilising market-driven principle and resource-based
approach, the Sustainable Livelihood Program (SLP)
endeavours to strengthen the skills, competencies,
abilities, and resources of poor Filipino families, as
well as create an enabling environment for accessing
income-generating opportunities. The slides present
the key aspects of the program.

As with other poverty reduction programs in
Bangladesh, Chars Livelihoods program's (CLP's)
success is partly judged using the concept of
graduation. Defining graduation and how to actually
measure it has generated significant debate. This
article, prepared by members of the team
responsible for implementing the program, explains
how CLP's thinking in terms of defining and
measuring graduation has evolved over time. The
authors conclude that the issue of sustainability of
graduation should not be overlooked. It is also worth
thinking about whether indicators of graduation
remain valid and important as time from graduation
lengthens.

PowerPoint slides on Chile's Youth Employability
Program presented at SPEC's Knowledge Co-creation
Seminar on 13th October 2016.

This study evaluated the impact of BRAC's ultra-poor
graduation program on nutrition. The study used
data from a randomised control trial covering 26,997
households and panel data over a four-year period.
It found large improvements in nutritional outcomes
among participating households.

http://socialprotection.org
/system/files/DSWD%20S
ustainable%20Livelihood%

20Program_0.pdf

http://bulletin.ids.ac.uk/id
sbo/article/view/108

http://socialprotection.org
/system/files/FOSIS%2020
16%20Youth%20Employab
ility 0.pdf
https://bracupgi.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/06/
Impact-and-Spillover-
Effects-of-an-Asset-
Transfer-Program-on-

Malnutrition-.pdf
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program
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The last three decades have seen remarkable
changes in economic structures and policies both
within and across countries, loosely captured by the
term globalisation. This paper reviews evidence on
how key aspects of globalisation processes have
impacted the real economy, regarding employment
and social conditions of work for women and men
across a wide range of countries. This paper was
commissioned by the UK Department for
International Development (DFID) as an independent
piece of research with the aim of feeding into the
2012 World Development Report on gender equality
and informing DFID’s programming.

Productive inclusion programs provide an integrated
package of services, such as grants and training, to
promote self-employment and wage employment
among the poor. This brief discusses that productive
inclusion will not work for everybody, and even
when it shows impacts some households—especially
the poorest and most marginalized—will still need
assistance. To maximize impacts, it is important to
tailor productive inclusion programs to match the
beneficiaries’ profiles.

This paper aims to identify key factors for success for
the implementation of increasingly popular ‘cash
plus’ programs. This assesses three cases that
indicate that effective implementation of ‘cash plus’
components contributed to greater impacts of the
respective programs.

This research brief argues that despite many
successes of cash transfer programs, they can also
fall short of achieving longer-term and second-order
impacts related to nutrition, learning and health
outcomes. ‘Cash Plus’ programs, which offer
additional components or linkages to existing
services on top of regular cash payments, may help
address such shortcomings.

https://www.unrisd.org/8
0256B3C005BCCF9/(httpA
uxPages)/6E16D1DC33F5D
82BC12579D000478859/S
file/Dfid%20paper.pdf

https://wol.iza.org/upload
s/articles/301/pdfs/what-
can-be-expected-from-
productive-inclusion-

programs.pdf

http://www.cashlearning.
org/downloads/how-to-
make-cash-plus-work.pdf

https://www.unicef-
irc.org/publications/976-
cash-plus-linking-cash-
transfers-to-services-and-
sectors.html
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http://www.fao.org/3/a-
i4687e.pdf

The Social Protection and Decent Rural Employment
research program of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) has grown
out of the Social Protection Division’s research
platform, “From Protection to Production”. The
research seeks to gain a better understanding of
how social protection policies and programs can
affect — and be improved to enhance impacts upon —
decent rural employment. This Qualitative Research
Guide describes in detail the methodology of the
research process to be implemented in each country
of study.

The paper aims to map out the theory of change
underpinning the notion of graduation and to set
out, conceptually and empirically, the range of
enabling and constraining factors that facilitate or
undermine this change process. It critiques this
theory of change by drawing on a variety of
literature and program experience that enables the
authors to lay out a range of conditions under which
graduation is more or less likely to occur. The
authors draw some conclusions, such as
programming for graduation needs to be placed in a
broader context of market and community
thresholds, initial assets levels of households and
community, the likelihood of agglomeration effects,
and the unpredictability of the environment.

This article highlights two issues related to targeting
in graduation approach: (1) the difficulty in
identifying the poor/non-poor and ranking the
population using community participatory 46 2 10.1111-1759-
techniques; and (2) the sensitivity of eligibility 5436.12133.pdf?sequence
criteria and graduation thresholds to different =1

targeting modalities. The authors' primary interest is

to establish whether improvements for identifying

the poor and non-poor can be made without

undermining community ownership and what these

improvements would look like. This will be useful for

policymakers in Rwanda as the new five-year

development strategy places importance on

graduating households out of extreme poverty.

https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk
/opendocs/bitstream/han
dle/123456789/2320/FAC
Working Paper 023.pdf?
sequence=1&isAllowed=y

https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk
/opendocs/bitstream/han
dle/123456789/7274/IDSB

50


http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4687e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4687e.pdf
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/2320/FAC_Working_Paper_023.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/2320/FAC_Working_Paper_023.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/2320/FAC_Working_Paper_023.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/2320/FAC_Working_Paper_023.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/2320/FAC_Working_Paper_023.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/7274/IDSB_46_2_10.1111-1759-5436.12133.pdf?sequence=1
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/7274/IDSB_46_2_10.1111-1759-5436.12133.pdf?sequence=1
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/7274/IDSB_46_2_10.1111-1759-5436.12133.pdf?sequence=1
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/7274/IDSB_46_2_10.1111-1759-5436.12133.pdf?sequence=1
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/7274/IDSB_46_2_10.1111-1759-5436.12133.pdf?sequence=1
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/7274/IDSB_46_2_10.1111-1759-5436.12133.pdf?sequence=1

Sabates, R., &
Devereux, S.

Samaranayake, S.,
Samson, M., &
Vincent, S.

Samaranayake, S.,
Samson, M., &
Vincent, S.

Samson, M.

Sarangi, A.

2015

2017

2017

2015

2017

Evidence on
Graduation in Practice:
Concern Worldwide's
Graduation program in
Rwanda

SPEC Webinar Video:
BRAC's Ultra-Poor
Graduation Approach:
Evidence, Innovations
and Intersection with
Social Protection
SPEC Webinar
Presentation Slides:
BRAC's Ultra-Poor
Graduation Approach:
Evidence, Innovations
and Intersection with
Social Protection

Exit or Developmental
Impact? The Role of
‘Graduation’ in Social
Protection Programs

South-South
Knowledge
Collaboration Event in

Article

Video

Slide
Presentation

Article

Video

Graduation
Approach

Livelihoods

Program

Livelihoods
Program

Graduation
Approach

Public works
Program

This article examines graduation impacts of social
protection programs in Africa, by presenting
evidence from an interim evaluation of the
‘Enhancing the Productive Capacity of Extremely
Poor People’ project, implemented by Concern
Worldwide in Rwanda’s Southern Province. Findings
reveal that participants have significantly reduced
their level of deprivation and demonstrated
improvements in consumption, health, education
and social participation.

This is video record of a webinar on BRAC's
graduation approach. The webniar was organised by
Social Protection for Employment Community (SPEC)
on 7 February 2017.

These are PowerPoint slides of the webinar on
BRAC's graduation approach. The webniar was
organised by Social Protection for Employment
Community (SPEC) on 7 February 2017.

Appropriately designed and effectively
implemented, a ‘graduation’ approach can
sustainably promote dynamic outcomes, with
inclusive economic expansion reinforcing poverty
reduction, which in turn contributes to further
growth and development. These micro-oriented
initiatives will likely work best when embedded
within a broader macro development framework
that integrates and strengthens the range of social
and economic policy instruments implemented by
government. This article maps out a path for
policymakers aiming to strengthen the pro-poor and
inclusive economic growth and development
impacts of social protection by incorporating a
graduation approach.

A presentation on the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) of
India. MGREGA constitutes a significant component

https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk
/opendocs/bitstream/han
dle/123456789/7285/1DSB

46 2 10.1111-1759-
5436.12129.pdf?sequence
=1

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=PVBEVEZjRsE&fe

ature=youtu.be

http://socialprotection.org
/system/files/Webinar%20
BRAC%20Graduation%20A
pproach Final.pdf

https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk
/opendocs/bitstream/han
dle/123456789/7280/IDSB

46 2 10.1111-1759-
5436.12125.pdf?sequence
=1

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=r65mi8r5iVU&fe

ature=youtu.be
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of India's strategy to extend social protection and is
one of the central pillars of the country's national
social protection floor, offering temporary
employment and a certain level of income security
to millions of rural households.

Aparajita Sarangi presented on Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Act in South-South
Knowledge Collaboration event in Manila. Here are
her PowerPoint slides.

Innovations for Poverty Action conducted a
randomized evaluation to test the impacts of diverse
components and variants of the Village Enterprise
microenterprise program, an integrated poverty
alleviation intervention that provides poor
households with a combination of cash transfers,
mentorship, business training, and support with the
formation of savings groups, over a one-year period.
Preliminary results suggest that the program can
increase sustained asset holdings and consumption,
as well as subjective well-being and nutrition. The
results suggest that training and mentorship
components of integrated poverty alleviation
programs are sensible and cannot simply be
removed (or substituted for cash transfers).

In 2009, Bandhan targeted 300 women in one of the
poorest districts of West Bengal, India to implement
the ‘Targeting the Hard-Core Poor’ (THP) pilot. In
this study, factors that have kept THP participants
steady on the pathway out of poverty 3 years after
the pilot has ended and the challenges they continue
to face were identified. The study shows that
although poor households exist in a social and
political environment that strongly influence their
life trajectories, Bandhan’s experience proves that
the Graduation approach can enable the poorest to
embark on a path towards economic freedom.

http://socialprotection.org
/system/files/India.pdf

https://www.poverty-
action.org/sites/default/fil
es/publications/VE%20Res

ults%20Brief.pdf

https://www.findevgatew
ay.org/sites/default/files/
publications/files/bandhan

-thp-

a qualitative study on
participants ascent out o
f extreme poverty .pdf
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This study examined the impacts of CLP and VGD on
four dimensions of social exclusion: (1) livelihood
and economic opportunities; (2) food security; (3)
participation in the community and perceptions of
social relations; and (4) state-society relations. The
study finds that both programs can address some of
the immediate outcomes of social exclusion and
poverty but limitations to the impact of these
programs on tackling the structural causes of
exclusion and poverty are evident.

This guidance note aims to support the UK'’s
Department for International Development (DFID)
advisers, program staff, and other people working on
social protection to maximise the synergies between
social protection and economic development by
describing how the term ‘graduation’ fits the wider
picture of economic development and sustainably
improving livelihoods, and so on.

This blog summarises the discussion from a webinar
organized by SPEC, in partnership with BRAC USA
and the World Bank’s Platform for Economic
Inclusion (PEI) on how governments globally are
integrating the graduation approach into their social
protection and employment generation programs.
The webinar reflected on key questions including
drivers behind adopting the Graduation approach by
these governments; how the Graduation approach
adds value to cash transfer programs; what
challenges they had to overcome (e.g. cost and
design-complexity); the roadblocks to scaling up and
so on.

In this Issue, SPEC announced the publication of a
series of 9 infographics on employment generation
programs linked to social protection. These
programs aim to boost productivity and income and
build resilience of the poor. The objective of the
infographics is to help readers learn the key features
of these programs. They also provide links for
further learning.

https://cdn.odi.org/media
/documents/8926.pdf

https://cdn.odi.org/media
/documents/9096.pdf

https://socialprotection.or
g/discover/blog/integratin
g-graduation-approach-
government-social-

protection-and-
employment-generation

https://socialprotection.or
g/system/files/SPEC%20LE
TTER%20Issue%209 1.pdf
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The UPG program in Bangladesh, formerly known as
Targeting the Ultra Poor (TUP) program, is a
comprehensive, time-bound and sequenced set of
interventions that aim to graduate people from
ultra-poverty. It combines social protection, which
provides vital consumption support and immediate
relief for basic needs, with livelihood development
and access to finance to help the ultra-poor move
into sustainable livelihoods.

The NPGI aims to assist the ultra-poor and very poor
in graduating out of poverty on a sustainable basis.
This program was developed in close collaboration
with the Benazir Income Support Program (BISP) —
the flagship cash transfer program of Pakistan.

Haku Wifiay/Noa Jayatai is a community-based
investment program designed to address the needs
of the poor rural population living in the Andean
Highlands and the Amazon region. These are the
regions where the country’s conditional cash
transfer program Juntos is operational.

Jévenes en Accidn is a conditional cash transfer
program of Colombia for young people enrolled in
post-secondary education aged 16 to 24 years. The
program aims to address the barriers faced by these
young people from disadvantaged backgrounds to
access post-secondary education and successfully
transition to the labour market.

SPEC letter is the newsletter of the Social Protection
for Employment- Community (SPEC). It will keep
SPEC members updated about the community
activities. SPEC aims to help governments, NGOs and
other actors to learn about proven and emerging
models of linking social protection to employment
through exchange of knowledge.

This study aims to provide a preliminary analysis of
trends in PSNP transfers within targeted households.
This includes examining the economic behaviour of
beneficiaries, and how that behaviour is modified by
the PSNP. One of the findings is that the PSNP
appears to have accurately targeted households who
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are engaging in activities that generate low returns
and are pursued mainly by poor people.

This paper compares the cost-effectiveness of three
strands of social protection and complementary
interventions: livelihood development programs,
lump sum unconditional cash transfers and
Graduation programs. It concludes that graduation
approach has the most rigorous evidence of long-
term (at least a year after the end of intervention)
impacts and is more consistent in producing positive
changes than both livelihood approach and cash
transfers.

This paper evaluates ‘ultra-poor graduation pilot'
implemented by BRAC in Afghanistan. The authors
find that participating households have successfully
utilised the livestock received from the program to
increase employment and income. This income
growth has also allowed them to improve dietary
diversity through the consumption of more home-
grown food items.

This paper compares the cost-effectiveness of three
strands of anti-poverty social protection and
complimentary interventions by reviewing 30
livelihood development programs, 11 lump-sum
unconditional cash transfers, and seven graduation
programs. Impacts on annual household
consumption per dollar spent were used to
benchmark cost-effectiveness across programs.
Among all 48 programs reviewed, lump-sum cash
transfers were found to have the highest benefit-
cost ratio, though there are very few lump-sum cash
transfer programs that serve the extreme poor or
measure long-term impacts. Graduation programs
are more cost-effective than the livelihood programs
that targeted the extreme poor and measured long-
term impacts.

This brief is about Rural Entrepreneur Access Project
in Kenya developed independently of BRAC but it
shares many common elements with the graduation
program developed by BRAC.
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BRAC came up with a scheme to help the ultra-poor.
The aim is to help women “graduate” from extreme
poverty to the normal kind—as Sir Fazle puts it, “to
help them back into the mainstream of poor
people”. Then, perhaps, they can start borrowing.
Later research showed that microfinance was not
the cure-all that had been thought. But BRAC's
graduation program proved highly effective.

Since its inception in Bangladesh in 2002, graduation
approach has received much attention, including in
mainstream media outlets. Beyond this positive
media acclaim, momentum has gathered behind
graduation as an essential social policy instrument.
This particular issue of Policy in Focus attempts to
capture the diversity of views that exist around
graduation approach.

In March 2016, UNHCR Ecuador started to
implement Graduation Model at the national level,
which intended to reach 1500 families (an
approximate of 7500 individuals). The purpose of
this program is to help the poor refugee families
overcome poverty and integrate with local
community, thus creating a long-term sustainable
solution.

In line with its commitment to finding durable
solutions for displaced populations by linking them
to existing services and mechanisms, the UNHCR and
partner HIAS-with technical support from BRAC and
Trickle Up, in January 2015, officially launched the
Graduation Model in the bustling commercial hub of
Santo Domingo, Ecuador, in order for it to serve as a
pilot before expanding the approach to other parts
of the country. This pilot in Ecuador, is one of the
three countries currently applying the Graduation
Approach among refugee populations.

The Field Guide focuses on equipping practitioners
to more effectively reach the extremely poor and
facilitate them to move up the economic ladder and
out of extreme poverty and hunger.
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6 GraduationModel.pdf?fi
le=fileadmin/Documentos
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What is Social Prosperity? In the area of Labour
Protection, where is Social Prosperity found? In her
presentation, Letty B. Vacca attempted to answer
those questions in context of social protection
system in Colombia, which aims to protect people
and their families from the dynamics of the labour
market through the Integral Social Security sub-
system.

This paper studied eight regulations related to
unemployment and social assistance in eight
countries. The paper concludes that the relationship
between central government that fund
unemployment benefits and lower levels of
government that have an impact on the
unemployment caseload is seldom described in
terms of ‘insurance’, ‘coinsurance’ or ‘reinsurance’
and ‘institutional moral hazard'.

This podcast brings real life examples and discuss
recent findings to illustrate the challenges, lessons
learned, and best practices on graduation programs.
Usually targeted at the extreme poor, these
programs seek to address constraints and structural
barriers faced by the most vulnerable combining
multiple interventions such as cash transfers,
training, mentoring, access to financing and many
others.

Bambang Widianto, Executive Secretary of the
National Team for the Acceleration of Poverty
Reduction (TNP2K) Indonesia, presented Indonesian
government’s poverty reduction strategy in relation
to social protection including targeted social
protection programs, such as temporary
unconditional cash transfer, conditional cash
transfer and rice distribution program for the poor.

India’s surge in growth and rapid expansion in public
spending in the past decade has created new
possibilities for its social protection system. This
report organises the discussion of social protection
policies and programs according to terminology
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widely used in India. The three main pillars of social
protection programs in this typology are:
“promotional”, "preventive", and "protective"
measures. This report concludes that while India’s
range of social protection programs is impressive for
a developing country, the social protection system in
spending terms and priorities remains strongly
focused on protective programs to mitigate chronic
poverty, and on rural areas.

olumeOll.pdf?sequence=1

&isAllowed=y
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Adato M., Haddad 2001 Targeting Poverty Through Discussion PWPs and This paper examines poverty targeting of more than 100
M., & Haddad, L. Community-Based Public paper poverty public works projects undertaken in South Africa’s
Works Programs: A Cross- targeting Western Cape Province, but also takes into account a
Disciplinary Assessment of broader set of political economy considerations.
Recent Experience in Province-wide analysis of seven public works programs
South Africa confirmed the findings of other evaluations that there is
little evidence of the targeting of public works to the
poorest among the poor. But this study goes beyond
previous works by exploring the targeting issues at the
between-district, within-district, and within-community
levels.
Aiyar, Y., & Samiji, 2009 Transparency and Working Evaluating This paper documents the Andhra Pradesh experience of
S. Accountability in NREGA: paper PWPs institutionalizing social audits into the implementation of
A Case Study of Andhra the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act and uses
Pradesh it to analyze the social audit process. Emerging empirical
evidence on the social audits suggests that social audits
in fact have a significant and lasting effect on citizen's
awareness levels. It also enhances labourer confidence
and self-respect.
Altenburg, T., 2015 Managing Costal Book Cash for work  This research aims at determining whether
Fischer, C., Huck, Ecosystems in the Environmental Cash for Work (ECfW) programs can
K., Kruip, A., Philippines: What Cash for effectively contribute to the sustainable management of
Mueller, S., & Work Programs can natural resources (fish stocks and mangrove forests) and
Soerensen, S. Contribute how they should be designed to achieve that goal. It
concludes that ECfW is a viable economic incentive
scheme for the local context.
Andrews, C. 2013 Public Works Perspectives Slide PWPs design  This presentation was given at the Social Safety Net Core

from International
Experience: Social Safety
Nets Core Course 2013

presentation Course 2013 organised by the World Bank. It outlines: (1)
The objectives and trends in Public Works, (2) Overview
of Evidence Base, (3) The Global View: 3 Cross Cutting
Challenges, (4) Selected implementation issues. It also
highlights some issues on targeting, such as exclusion

and inclusion errors.
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The note is devised as a background contribution to the
2013 World Development Report (WDR), focused on
Jobs. The note aims to inform a central hypothesis of the
WDR, which posits that jobs can be transformational by
three means: enhanced living standards, improved
productivity and, finally, greater social cohesion. This
note concluded that while the evidence base on impact
is weak, public works are seen contributing to social
cohesion objectives across a range of low income and
fragile settings—typically as an indirect effect.

This paper analyses the context that led to the creation
and implementation of the Cash for Work Temporary
Employment Program (CfWTEP) in Liberia, the nature
and administrative arrangements for the program, and
its operational performance. The objective is to share
the lessons learned from evaluation findings so that they
can be useful for implementing similar programs in the
future in Liberia itself or in other countries. The findings
highlight the possibilities of implementing public works
program in low capacity, post conflict setting and the
scope for using the program as a springboard towards a
broader and more comprehensive social safety net.

As part of the ISPA's public works tool, “What Matters”
Guidance Note provides background for those wishing to
carry out or commission a country or program
assessment for one or more public works programs. The
set of criteria described in the “What Matters” Guidance
Note lays down the conceptual foundation for the
assessment on the basis of good practices and
illustrations from real world experiences.

https://www.kpsrl.org/si
tes/default/files/publicat
ions/files/wdr2013 bp s
ocial cohesion and pub
lic works job creation.p
df

https://documentsl.wor
Idbank.org/curated/en/8
36781468263674274/pd
f/720470WP0O0PUBLO0O1

1140LiberiaOCfWTEP.pdf

https://ispatools.org/too
Is/Public-Works-What-

Matters.pdf

61


https://www.kpsrl.org/sites/default/files/publications/files/wdr2013_bp_social_cohesion_and_public_works_job_creation.pdf
https://www.kpsrl.org/sites/default/files/publications/files/wdr2013_bp_social_cohesion_and_public_works_job_creation.pdf
https://www.kpsrl.org/sites/default/files/publications/files/wdr2013_bp_social_cohesion_and_public_works_job_creation.pdf
https://www.kpsrl.org/sites/default/files/publications/files/wdr2013_bp_social_cohesion_and_public_works_job_creation.pdf
https://www.kpsrl.org/sites/default/files/publications/files/wdr2013_bp_social_cohesion_and_public_works_job_creation.pdf
https://www.kpsrl.org/sites/default/files/publications/files/wdr2013_bp_social_cohesion_and_public_works_job_creation.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/836781468263674274/pdf/720470WP00PUBL0011140Liberia0CfWTEP.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/836781468263674274/pdf/720470WP00PUBL0011140Liberia0CfWTEP.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/836781468263674274/pdf/720470WP00PUBL0011140Liberia0CfWTEP.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/836781468263674274/pdf/720470WP00PUBL0011140Liberia0CfWTEP.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/836781468263674274/pdf/720470WP00PUBL0011140Liberia0CfWTEP.pdf
https://ispatools.org/tools/Public-Works-What-Matters.pdf
https://ispatools.org/tools/Public-Works-What-Matters.pdf
https://ispatools.org/tools/Public-Works-What-Matters.pdf

Barret, B., & Clay,
D.

Barrett, C. B.,
Holden, S., & Clay,
D.C.

Beazley, R.

Beazley, R., &
Vaidya, K.

2003

How Accurate is Food-for-
Work Self-Targeting in the
Presence of Imperfect
Factor Markets? Evidence
from Ethiopia

2004 Can Food-for-Work

2014

2015

Programs Reduce
Vulnerability

Social protection through
Public Works in Nepal:
Improving the Karnali
Employment Program

Social Protection through
Work in Lower-Income
Countries: An Assessment
Framework

Journal
article

Discussion
paper

Briefing
Note

One pager

Food for work

Food for work

PWPs design

Workfare

This study aims to investigate whether the accuracy of
the self-targeting component of food-for-work schemes
are fundamentally limited by structural weaknesses
affecting the nature of local labour supply in low-income
agrarian settings. The findings confirm that the
inaccuracy of FFW targeting stems from the fact that, in
rural Ethiopia, higher income households are endowed
with more labour per unit of land or animal. Due to poor
factor markets in land and livestock these labour-
abundant households have lower marginal labour
productivity on farm, thereby depressing the reservation
wage rates they find acceptable for FFW participation.

Drawing mainly on empirical evidence from Sub-Saharan
Africa, especially Ethiopia and Kenya, this paper
discussed whether Food-for-work helps individuals,
households and communities in times of stress and
whether it (also) facilitates the desired transition from
relief to development, i.e. whether FFW reduces
vulnerability in the short-term, the long-term, both, or
neither. It concluded that FFW is but one piece of the
broader puzzle of insuring the poor against catastrophic
loss.

KEPTA (Karnali Employment Program Technical
Assistance) developed a revised model for the effective
delivery of the Karnali Employment Program (KEP) and
implemented it on four Centre of Excellence Projects
(CEPs) in Jumla and Kalikot. This brief note describes the
processes tested in the CEPs and the lessons learned
from this experience for KEPTA’s continuing support to
the KEP.

This One Pager proposes a simple framework intended
to trigger pertinent questions to determine the kind of
workfare or welfare policy required in specific contexts.
In theory, Employment Guarantee Scheme (EGS) or
Productive Safety Net (PSN) could be the most cost-
effective interventions. However, designing and
implementing PSNs and EGSs to operate on large scale is
very challenging, even more so in contexts of low
technical and management capacities.
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This evaluation of the Malawi Social Action Fund found
no evidence that the program improves food security,
and found some negative spillovers to untreated
households. These disappointing results hold even under
modifications to the design of the program to offer work
during the lean rather than harvest season or increase
the frequency of payments.

This review addressed the following questions: 1. What
are the impacts of PWPs by program type? 2. What is the
relative importance of the wage, asset and skills vector
in shaping the aggregate impacts? 3. What can be
inferred with respect to the role of different design
features in enhancing or undermining impacts. It
highlights that the overall cost-effectiveness of PWPs
crucially hinges on the benefits of the assets created or
services provided.

This policy brief summarises the main lessons that can
be drawn from evaluations of public work programs in
Africa and the Middle East and North Africa region. It is
based on a comprehensive review, which reveals factors
that are likely to increase the probability of interventions
being successful. The review underlines how little we
know about the effectiveness of PWPs. Yet, as long as
strong evidence on the effectiveness of PWPs remains
absent, there is little reason to favour them over simple
cash transfer programs.

It has long been hypothesised that public works
programs, in addition to the welfare effect on those
directly employed, can influence equilibrium wage rates.
In this paper, the authors test the impact of the Indian
government’s major public works program, the National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA), on
agricultural wages. NREGA appears to be gender neutral
as we find no statistically significant difference in the
wage impact of NREGA on male and female wages. The
wage effect appears to be increasing gradually and is
driven by the gradual increase in the NREG intensity.
However, the effect does not last beyond 18 months.

http://documents.world
bank.org/curated/en/78
1951467995662688/pdf/

WPS7505.pdf

https://www.socialprote
ction.org/sites/default/fi
les/publications files/Gl
2%20-
%20D0%20Public%20Wo
rks%20Programs%20Wo
rk Systematic%20Revie

w.pdf

https://socialprotection.
org/sites/default/files/p
ublications files/GIZ%20
-%20Policy%20Brief%20-
%20D0%20Public%20Wo
rks%20Programs%20Wo

rk.pdf

http://conference.iza.or
g/conference files/worl
db2012/bhattacharyya s

8177.pdf

63


http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/781951467995662688/pdf/WPS7505.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/781951467995662688/pdf/WPS7505.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/781951467995662688/pdf/WPS7505.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/781951467995662688/pdf/WPS7505.pdf
https://www.socialprotection.org/sites/default/files/publications_files/GIZ%20-%20Do%20Public%20Works%20Programmes%20Work_Systematic%20Review.pdf
https://www.socialprotection.org/sites/default/files/publications_files/GIZ%20-%20Do%20Public%20Works%20Programmes%20Work_Systematic%20Review.pdf
https://www.socialprotection.org/sites/default/files/publications_files/GIZ%20-%20Do%20Public%20Works%20Programmes%20Work_Systematic%20Review.pdf
https://www.socialprotection.org/sites/default/files/publications_files/GIZ%20-%20Do%20Public%20Works%20Programmes%20Work_Systematic%20Review.pdf
https://www.socialprotection.org/sites/default/files/publications_files/GIZ%20-%20Do%20Public%20Works%20Programmes%20Work_Systematic%20Review.pdf
https://www.socialprotection.org/sites/default/files/publications_files/GIZ%20-%20Do%20Public%20Works%20Programmes%20Work_Systematic%20Review.pdf
https://www.socialprotection.org/sites/default/files/publications_files/GIZ%20-%20Do%20Public%20Works%20Programmes%20Work_Systematic%20Review.pdf
https://www.socialprotection.org/sites/default/files/publications_files/GIZ%20-%20Do%20Public%20Works%20Programmes%20Work_Systematic%20Review.pdf
https://socialprotection.org/sites/default/files/publications_files/GIZ%20-%20Policy%20Brief%20-%20Do%20Public%20Works%20Programmes%20Work.pdf
https://socialprotection.org/sites/default/files/publications_files/GIZ%20-%20Policy%20Brief%20-%20Do%20Public%20Works%20Programmes%20Work.pdf
https://socialprotection.org/sites/default/files/publications_files/GIZ%20-%20Policy%20Brief%20-%20Do%20Public%20Works%20Programmes%20Work.pdf
https://socialprotection.org/sites/default/files/publications_files/GIZ%20-%20Policy%20Brief%20-%20Do%20Public%20Works%20Programmes%20Work.pdf
https://socialprotection.org/sites/default/files/publications_files/GIZ%20-%20Policy%20Brief%20-%20Do%20Public%20Works%20Programmes%20Work.pdf
https://socialprotection.org/sites/default/files/publications_files/GIZ%20-%20Policy%20Brief%20-%20Do%20Public%20Works%20Programmes%20Work.pdf
https://socialprotection.org/sites/default/files/publications_files/GIZ%20-%20Policy%20Brief%20-%20Do%20Public%20Works%20Programmes%20Work.pdf
http://conference.iza.org/conference_files/worldb2012/bhattacharyya_s8177.pdf
http://conference.iza.org/conference_files/worldb2012/bhattacharyya_s8177.pdf
http://conference.iza.org/conference_files/worldb2012/bhattacharyya_s8177.pdf
http://conference.iza.org/conference_files/worldb2012/bhattacharyya_s8177.pdf

Berhane, G.,
Hoddinott., J.,
Kumar, N., &
Taffesse, A. S.

Bertrand, M.,
Crépon, B.,
Marguerie, A.,
Premand, P.

Bhaduri, A.,
Banerjee, K., &

Moughari Zahra, K.

2011

2017

2015

The Impact of Ethiopia’s
Productive Safety Nets
and Household Asset
Building Program: 2006-
2010

Contemporaneous and
Post-Program Impacts of a
Public Works Program:
Evidence from Cote
d'lvoire

Fight against
Unemployment:
Rethinking Public Works
Programs

Study report

Study report

Journal
article

Productive
Safety Net
Program

Impact of
PWPs on
employment/
livelihoods

Impacts of
PWPs on
income/

consumption/
livelihood/
health/
others

This report assesses the impact of the Productive Safety
Nets Program (PSNP) of Ethiopia and other food security
and asset building programs on food security, assets, and
agricultural production. It also examines whether these
have led to investments in new nonfarm business
activities and whether they have had disincentive
effects. One of the findings is that the PSNP has
significantly improved food security among households
receiving the HVFB (High Value Food Basket), and that
receipt of Public Works transfers increases the
probability that a household enters nonfarm business
activity.

This paper presents results on contemporaneous and
post-program impacts from a public works intervention
in Cote d’lvoire. The program provided 7 months of
temporary employment in road maintenance to urban
youths. Participants self-selected to apply for the public
works jobs, which paid the formal minimum wage and
were randomized among applicants. Randomized sub-
sets of beneficiaries also received complementary
training on basic entrepreneurship or job search skills.
During the program, results show limited
contemporaneous impacts of public works on the level
of employment, but a shift in the composition of
employment towards the better-paid public works wage
jobs. A year after the end of the program, there were no
lasting impacts on the level or composition of
employment, although positive impacts were observed
on earnings through higher productivity in non-
agricultural self-employment.

The processes of globalization have succeeded in shifting
the focus from productive employment generation and
expansion of domestic markets to export
competitiveness. The disastrous effects of such a shift
have been exacerbated by the recent global crisis. The
need of the hour is to rethink public works programs to
mitigate such effects and to move societies towards full
employment. The paper addresses precisely these issues
with arguments for rethinking public works programs for
the skilled and unskilled workforce. It concludes that
public work schemes can be the most efficient program
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to prevent unemployment and income inequality from
becoming a social disaster.

Public works program (PWPs) is one of the strategies
used by the government of South Africa to tackle
unemployment and poverty. The aim of this paper is to
provide a survey of alternative specifications, or design
options, which may be adopted --with some illustrations
from cross country experience and some evidence about
the comparative desirability of some of the options. It
sheds some light on the South African experience in
recent years with PWPs. The interesting question here
will be what prospects there are for a successful
expansion of the scale on which they are run and why
these prospects are not better than they appear to be.
In 2004 Ethiopian government decided on a new
approach: the Productive Safety Net Program, replacing
the emergency appeal system as the chief instrument for
assisting chronically food insecure households. This
presentation described the program's components,
challenges, and lessons learned.

This Study was commissioned by the Safety Nets Unit of
the Government of Malawi in order to explore the
concern raised by PWP workers, implementing agencies
and donors that the wage rate paid by public works
programs in Malawi may not be consistent with the
policy objective of improving livelihoods. The study finds
that the wage rate does not function as an adequate
mechanism for targeting the poorest in Malawi, and
community targeting is required if the poorest are to
participate.

MASAF and CARE, in partnership with the District
Assemblies, are implementing an innovative Improving
Livelihood Through Public Works Program (ILTPWP) in
selected pilot districts in Malawi. The study evaluates the
impact of the ILTPWP in achieving its objective. The
study findings show that despite implementation
problems largely emanating from the capacity of the
District Assemblies, with a wage rate above subsistence
level public works programs that include business
training have greatest potential to promote livelihoods
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than those that do not invest in human capital at
beneficiary level.

Evidence on the effectiveness of workfare as an anti-
poverty program in developing countries is weak
compared with the relatively well-established role of
public works during economic crisis as a social safety net.
This paper contributes to evidence building by examining
the impact of a large-scale workfare program in
Bangladesh, the Employment Generation Program for
the Poorest. Based on locality-by-time fixed effects
models over two rounds of locality panel data, the
analysis finds that the program has contributed to
increasing overall household consumption and reducing
outstanding loans.

This report maps organisational and individual actors
engaged in PWPs in development and humanitarian
contexts from a policy, implementation and influencing
perspective. The multilateral agencies appear to
dominate in PWPs with the World Bank Group supplying
the majority of programmatic funding through multi-
donor funds and the UN agencies adopting these
practices in a number of international initiatives in
developing countries. Bilateral agencies also utilised
PWPs with USAID adopting these practices in its food
assistance program, DFAT through its social protection
strategy in the Indo Pacific region and GIZ in programs
focused on refugee communities in humanitarian
contexts.

Current knowledge provides little guidance on one of the
key issues in evaluating workfare schemes: What are the
net income gains to participants? This paper offers an
answer for rural public employment in the state of
Maharashtra in India. The authors proposed an empirical
approach to estimating the impact on intra-household
time allocation of employment on public-works projects.
The empirical implementation indicates that workfare
projects induce significant behavioral responses.

This paper examined concrete examples of measures
adopted by public works programs to enhance women's
participation in construction and rehabilitation works. It
highlights that the commonly held implicit assumption
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that a public works program is ‘gender-neutral' often
works against women. Because poor women have
greater social, cultural and economic disadvantages than
poor men, distinct and deliberate measures are needed
to ensure that a program equally benefits poor women.
This paper reviews the experience with public works
programs (PWPs) in several countries over the past 20
years to delineate use patterns and to determine the
factors contributing to its use as a successful safety net
program. The potential of the PWP program is enormous
both in countries that have experiences with these
programs and especially in countries that never used
them.

In 2005 India introduced the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). Analysis
of data from India’s National Sample Survey of 2009/10
reveals considerable unmet demand for work in all
states. The authors confirm that poorer families tend to
have more demand for work on the scheme and that the
self-targeting mechanism allows it to reach relatively
poor families and backward castes.

The program has been divided into four sectors
(environment and cultural, social, economic and
infrastructure), each consisting of a number of
government departments with one department
nominated to lead each sector. The Department of
Environmental Affairs and Tourism has been nominated
to lead the environmental and cultural sector.

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) manages public works programs to
provide transfers to vulnerable, food-insecure and/or
crisis-affected households in return for the provision of
labour (particularly through labour-intensive
construction and rehabilitation projects). The purpose of
these Guidelines is to provide FAO staff with a
framework for the design and implementation of public
works programs that responds to a wide range of needs.
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This article examines poverty reduction arising from the
Vision 2020 Umurenge Program (VUP) by comparing the
status of households receiving benefits for the first time
in 2014 against households which received benefits in
previous years and against non-beneficiary households.
Key findings are that according to the community
assessment of poverty (Ubudehe), beneficiaries of both
Direct Support and Public Works have improved their
situation, including asset holdings, savings, the ability to
withstand shocks and perceived food security, and have
therefore exited the program.

In this paper, the author looks at the effects of the
infrastructure created under India’s public works
program — the National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme (NREGS) — on employment outcomes. She finds
little evidence that village employment levels are
affected by increased investments of the NREGS
beneficiaries or by wage changes due to the NREGS. In
contrast, the creation of productive infrastructure
through the NREGS can indeed positively affect
employment outcomes in targeted villages.

The question this paper seeks to answer is whether
public works programs are fit to serve multiple
objectives and how they should be designed in order to
do so. The authors concentrate on the effects of public
works programs on sustainable employment, which
should be a good proxy for their effects on poverty
reduction and growth. They suggest that public works
programs need to generate sufficient employment in a
reliable manner over a long period.

This paper analyzes project-level data from South
Africa’s Western Cape Province to try to explain whether
the program can generate additional employment rather
than substituting market-led employment; whether the
programs’ administrative requirements consume too
many of the resources; and whether high-quality assets
can be generated in a sufficiently labour-intensive
fashion to generate sufficient income for the poor. Based
on the data and the authors’ assumptions, public works
programs significantly outperformed untargeted
transfers in terms of poverty impacts.
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This systematic review identifies and synthesizes the
current evidence on employment guarantee schemes
(EGSs) and cash transfers (CTs) in order to assess the
effectiveness of these interventions in terms of poverty
outcomes for the poor in low and middle-income
countries. According to the studies reviewed 80% of cash
transfer (CT) programs and employment guarantee
schemes (EGSs) have a positive effect in terms of
reducing poverty according to selected money-metric
indicators. However, it is not possible to draw
conclusions with any confidence regarding the relative
performance of the two instruments.

This report explores the political economy of the
development of a national employment guarantee
scheme (EGS) in Nepal, making an initial assessment of
the feasibility of the development and implementation
of such a program. The authors suggest that while
existing programming can be improved through marginal
changes to promote efficiencies and benefits for the
poor, more radical innovation would be required to
develop a genuine EGS in Nepal providing social
protection through employment.

The Expanded Public Works Program of South Africa
aims to provide work opportunities and income support
to the poor and unemployed people through labour-
intensive delivery of public works. In this video, Stanley
Henderson presented the key aspects of the program.

Stanley Henderson presented the key features of the
Expanded Public Works Program South Africa (EPWP).
EPWP provides work opportunities and income support
to poor and unemployed people through labour-
intensive delivery of public works program.

This article seeks to provide a qualitative review of the
EPWP from the perspective of the beneficiaries of
municipal EPWP projects. The interviewees indicated

https://assets.publishing
.service.gov.uk/media/5

7a08af040f0b652dd0009
bc/Q30 Final June2011.

pdf

https://cdn.odi.org/medi
a/documents/8327.pdf

https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=Zrb66WJogL
g&feature=youtu.be

https://socialprotection.
org/system/files/1 Sout
h-

South Manila EPWP%2
0in%20Context%200f%2
0Social%20Protection 2
017-04-

26 ed%20swh FINAL2
2017-05-08.pdf
https://td-
sa.net/index.php/td/arti
cle/view/439/553

69


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/57a08af040f0b652dd0009bc/Q30_Final_June2011.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/57a08af040f0b652dd0009bc/Q30_Final_June2011.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/57a08af040f0b652dd0009bc/Q30_Final_June2011.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/57a08af040f0b652dd0009bc/Q30_Final_June2011.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/57a08af040f0b652dd0009bc/Q30_Final_June2011.pdf
https://cdn.odi.org/media/documents/8327.pdf
https://cdn.odi.org/media/documents/8327.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zrb66WJogLg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zrb66WJogLg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zrb66WJogLg&feature=youtu.be
https://socialprotection.org/system/files/1_South-South_Manila_EPWP%20in%20Context%20of%20Social%20Protection_2017-04-26_ed%20swh_FINAL2_2017-05-08.pdf
https://socialprotection.org/system/files/1_South-South_Manila_EPWP%20in%20Context%20of%20Social%20Protection_2017-04-26_ed%20swh_FINAL2_2017-05-08.pdf
https://socialprotection.org/system/files/1_South-South_Manila_EPWP%20in%20Context%20of%20Social%20Protection_2017-04-26_ed%20swh_FINAL2_2017-05-08.pdf
https://socialprotection.org/system/files/1_South-South_Manila_EPWP%20in%20Context%20of%20Social%20Protection_2017-04-26_ed%20swh_FINAL2_2017-05-08.pdf
https://socialprotection.org/system/files/1_South-South_Manila_EPWP%20in%20Context%20of%20Social%20Protection_2017-04-26_ed%20swh_FINAL2_2017-05-08.pdf
https://socialprotection.org/system/files/1_South-South_Manila_EPWP%20in%20Context%20of%20Social%20Protection_2017-04-26_ed%20swh_FINAL2_2017-05-08.pdf
https://socialprotection.org/system/files/1_South-South_Manila_EPWP%20in%20Context%20of%20Social%20Protection_2017-04-26_ed%20swh_FINAL2_2017-05-08.pdf
https://socialprotection.org/system/files/1_South-South_Manila_EPWP%20in%20Context%20of%20Social%20Protection_2017-04-26_ed%20swh_FINAL2_2017-05-08.pdf
https://socialprotection.org/system/files/1_South-South_Manila_EPWP%20in%20Context%20of%20Social%20Protection_2017-04-26_ed%20swh_FINAL2_2017-05-08.pdf
https://td-sa.net/index.php/td/article/view/439/553
https://td-sa.net/index.php/td/article/view/439/553
https://td-sa.net/index.php/td/article/view/439/553

Hoddinott, J.,
Berhane, G.,
Gilligan, D. O.,
Kumar, N., &
Taffesse, A. S.

Holmes, R., &
Jones, N.

Inter Agency Social
Protection
Assessments, ISPA
- Coordination
Team.

Ismail, Z.

2012

2011

2017

2018

Perspectives of Direct
Beneficiaries

The Impact of Ethiopia's
Productive Safety Net
Program and Related
Transfers on Agricultural
Productivity

Public Works Programs in
Developing Countries:
Reducing Gendered
Disparities in Economic
Opportunities?

Assessing Economic, Social
and Environmental Impact
through Public Works: An
Introduction to the ISPA
PWP Tool

Designing, Implementing
and Evaluating Public
Works Programs

Conference

consumptions

/ livelihood/
health/
others

Journal
article

Impact of
productive
safety nets on
agricultural
productivity

Gender
dimension of
PWPs

paper

Video PWPs tool

PWPs design
and
implementati
on

Report

that, although they appreciate the temporary
employment opportunities provided by the EPWP, they
also experience health and safety risks and lack the
advantages of organised labour groupings. Their main
disadvantage, however, is that they cannot access
permanent employment, which offers better wages and
concomitant benefits.

This study investigates the relative impact of PSNP
transfers alone and joint transfers from the PSNP and
OFSP/HABP on agricultural output, yields, fertiliser use
and agricultural investment for growing cereals in
Ethiopia from 2006 to 2010. The study finds that access
to the OFSP/HABP program plus high levels of payments
from the PSNP led to considerable improvements in the
use of fertiliser and enhanced investments in agriculture
likely to improve agricultural productivity among
households receiving both programs.

This paper analyses the extent to which public works
programs — a subset of social protection initiatives — can
better promote gender equity in the rural economy. The
authors find that often gender equality objectives are
incorporated into public works programs as secondary
goals, despite the evidence on the gendered nature of
rural poverty and vulnerability.

This webinar, hosted by socialprotection.org was
organised by the Inter Agency Social Protection
Assessments (ISPA) Coordination team. The event was
moderated by Luz Rodriguez (Social Protection Specialist,
the World Bank). Mito Tsukamoto (Senior Employment
Intensive Investment Expert, the International Labour
Organization) presented the ISPA Public Works Program
Tool in its application to social protection systems.

This helpdesk report aims to outline the scope, impact
and challenges associated with public works programs
(PWPs) in development and humanitarian contexts. It
highlights that the scale of PWPs is constrained by
finances and administrative capacity at the local level
and the effectiveness of PWPs is undermined by fraud
and corruption.
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As part of the broader ISPA initiative, this document
presents a tool to assess the performance of a public
works program and set out possible options for
enhancement. At the same time, the tool also generates
stylized information on the broader universe of public
works programs available in a country, helping to
interpret the assessment from a “system” perspective.
The second webinar of the ISPA Webinar Series
presented assessment tools for public works program
with reference to user experience from Tanzania’s
Productive Social Safety Net (PSSN) program.

The paper estimate the impact of the caste, gender, and
party affiliation of locally elected leaders on
implementation of India's workfare program, the
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA), in
Andhra Pradesh (AP), a state in Southern India. While,
for most castes, the author finds a modest increase in
participation by members of the same caste of the
leader in the program, he finds no impact on a broad
range of other program outcomes or any effect of
reservations for women. The results suggest that NREGA
in AP may be less susceptible to capture than other
government programs.

This paper seeks to review the impact of Ethiopia’s PSNP
and its implementation challenges. According to the
review, there are irreconcilable results regarding to the
impacts of PSNP. PSNP has both positive and negative
impact on beneficiaries’ social, economic and
environmental development. Thus, before
implementation, the government should consider social,
economic, environmental issues and available resources.
Developing and least developed countries suffer from a
high rate of unemployment and poverty. Additionally,
they are vulnerable to external shocks and natural
disasters. Given the resource constraint, it is difficult for
governments of these countries to ensure employment
and income to all. This compels governments to resort to
targeted programs for the most vulnerable.

http://ispatools.org/tool
s/public-works-tool.pdf

https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=V90gdOhMz
Go

https://papers.ssrn.com/
sol3/papers.cfm?abstrac
t id=1664161

https://pdfs.semanticsch
olar.org/add5/2e42e270
634d9a8e8fbcfb5f009b0

1882bf2.pdf

https://www.cpd.org.bd
/downloads/EGHP&NS.p
df
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Twice a year before the harvests, there is a shortage of
employment opportunities in rural Bangladesh. In these
times, thousands of daily labourers find it difficult to
survive on the little work available and suffer from
seasonal hunger. Since 2008, the Employment
Generation Program for the Poorest (EGPP), established
in response to the global food price crisis, has been
providing a secure and regular source of income to over
600,000 people.

The paper assesses the desirability and feasibility of
adopting a universal or a partial Employment Guarantee
(EG) to make such programs a more stable complement
to market-driven employment creation in situations
where levels of poverty, in particular, working poverty,
and underemployment are high. While broadly
supportive of the EG approach, the paper also calls
attention to potential drawbacks and contradictions that
practitioners may face.

This note assesses and compares the effectiveness and
efficiency of Community Based Targeting (CBT) and Self-
targeting methods in identifying the poor in Public
Works Programs funded by MASAF and CARE in Malawi’s
Central Region. It further seeks to identify challenges
that hinder the effectiveness of these methods. The
research revealed that effectiveness of the targeting
method partly depends on how much attention and
effort is put into the process.

The Labour Intensive Works Program (LIWP) in Yemen is
a Public Employment Program (PEP) that started in 2008,
primarily as a response to the financial, food and fuel
crisis at the time. The purpose of this study is to analyse
and assess the role of the LIWP in Yemen within a
broader social policy context. Relying only on self-
targeting within communities by setting a low wage rate
was found to have its limitations in the rural Yemeni
context, as the program still tended to attract
participants who obviously were not among the poorest.
This paper reviews and analyses the employment and
social-protection aspects of PSNP. It concludes that the
integration of social transfers and public works does lead
to programs wherein the distinction between social

http://www.worldbank.
org/en/results/2013/04/

15/bangladesh-

employment-generation-
for-the-poorest

https://ipcig.org/pub/IP
CWorkingPaper66.pdf

https://documentsl.wor
Idbank.org/curated/en/1
86881468045016056/pd
f/377920MWO0find267.p

df

https://www.unescwa.or
g/sites/www.unescwa.or
g/files/page attachment
s/study on the labour

intensive_work program

in_yemen_ 0.pdf

https://ipcig.org/sites/d
efault/files/pub/en/IPC
WorkingPaper84.pdf
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protection and employment becomes somewhat
blurred, but perhaps this is an advantage, since it allows
the program to select the most effective and appropriate
aspects of either.

This presentation was delivered at the Conference on
Employment Guarantee Policies in New York. It started
with country overview (context) where EPWP has been
designed and implemented. It described the key features
of the program, challenges, and lessons learned. The
presenter highlighted that the EPWP is a highly
decentralised program that: 1) leverages budgets
(budgets have multiple objectives) and 2) has
implementation responsibilities devolved to
implementing national departments, provinces and
municipalities.

This paper explores the role of public employment
programs in addressing some of the critical barriers
young people face today in gaining meaningful skills and
accessing decent work. It highlights the available
evidence about the impact of these programs on labour
market and other outcomes of youth. It reviews national
programs across the globe and explores the extent to
which the programs directly benefit young women and
men as well as key design and implementation features,
from wage setting to alignment with other employment
and social protection measures.

This note is based on Subbarao, Kalanidhi. 2003.
“Systemic Shocks and Social Protection: The Role and
Effectiveness of Public Works Programs.” Social
Protection Discussion Paper No. 0302. World Bank.
Washington, D.C. This note highlights some key points
related to the rationale for PWPs, design features, and
the impact on poverty.

This book chapter explores recent innovations in Public
Works programming in Sub-Saharan Africa to address
the challenge of social protection provision in contexts of
chronic mass under- and unemployment. Three ongoing
national programs introduced in the mid-2000s are
explored: the Ethiopian Productive Safety Nets program,
the Rwandan Vision 2020 Umurenge program, and the

https://www.levyinstitut
e.org/pubs/conf june09
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ikel Lieuw-Kie-Song.pdf
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https://openknowledge.
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South African Expanded Public Works program (PWP).
The programs still face challenges in providing effective
social protection for the working-age poor, but
nonetheless, they offer valuable options for future
programming and differ significantly from the
conventional PWP approach adopted in the region.

This Background Note is an initial exploration of the
political economy of adopting public works programs
(PWPs) to promote social protection and employment in
low-income countries (LICs) and fragile states. The
available data shows that the current policy preference
for PWPs is not entirely evidence-based, and that the
current popularity of PWPs may be linked in part to
political and organisational interests as well as concerns
about program outcomes.

This paper highlights the diversity of the Public Works
concept and the implications of this diversity for
effective social protection programming. In an attempt
to address to the lack of clarity of PWPs concept, a
typology of PWPs is presented to provide a framework
for a more systematic and insightful engagement with
PWPs, which links PWP form to likely social protection
outcomes in differing labour market contexts.

The objective of this study is to provide a comparative
analysis of the EPWP in relation to current and historic
public works programs (PWPs) internationally and to
make recommendations based on the findings as to how
the EPWP can be revised and reconceptualised for
improved performance. The methodology adopted for
the comparative analysis entailed a review of
international literature summarizing key lessons
regarding public works in both developed and
developing countries, interviews with national and
international experts working in the area of public works,
active labour market policies and social protection, and a
series of detailed case studies focusing on programs in
countries with a range of contexts, each of relevance to
South Africa in different ways, which have attempted to
adopt public works responses to the challenge of
poverty, unemployment and service delivery, with
varying degrees of success.
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This article explores the unemployment situation in
South Africa and the training component of the
government's national public works program, the
Expanded Public Works Program (EPWP), which was
developed to enhance workers' skills and labour market
exposure, and thereby improve their subsequent
employment performance. The article concludes by
arguing that the national public works program is
unlikely to have a significant impact on skills
development or unemployment, due the structural
nature of unemployment, excess supply of low and
unskilled labour, and the high skills growth strategy
adopted by government.

The question this paper sets out to address is how, and
at what level, the public works wage should be set in
Malawi if public works are to contribute to ‘improved
livelihoods of vulnerable and marginalised groups in
Malawi society by enhancing their productivity and
thereby increasing their self-reliance’, the goal of the
Malawi Poverty Reduction Strategy. The paper highlights
that the wage does not meet the basic consumption
needs required to ensure that basic household
subsistence needs are met.

This paper discussed whether public works can offer a
significant response to the South African employment
crisis. The author concludes that while public works
programs are a valid component of a social protection
policy, an expanded public works program is unlikely to
have a significant impact on the problems of poverty and
labour market access, or their associate, growth, unless
the proportion of government expenditure allocated to
the program is substantially increased, and the
associated institutional constraints are addressed.

This paper examines both project-based public works
programming and the option of large-scale labour
intensification of state expenditure, and examines the
employment creation and cost implications of each,
drawing on a case study from KwaZulu Natal, South
Africa. The paper concludes that public works
interventions in South Africa to date have been relatively
limited in scope and impact, and that the potential exists
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for far greater job creation and poverty alleviation
through both the labour intensification of public
spending, and the rationalization of the project-based
approach.

This study explores the contribution of public works to
social protection in South Africa, drawing evidence from
two case studies, the Gundo Lashu program in Limpopo
and the Zibambele program in KwaZulu Natal. The study
indicates that, even with the relatively generous
effective wages offered in these programs, the majority
of participants remain below the poverty line, and hence
to pay less than these rates would be unlikely to make a
significant impact on poverty or employment
performance, and may be problematic in moral terms.

The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS), introduced in India in
2006, has taken a unique approach to public
employment in terms of program design and
implementation. The focus of this report is the key
innovations introduced by this scheme that aiming to
provide insights for those developing and implementing
PEP across sub-Saharan Africa.

The report draws extensively on a major piece of work
reviewing public works programming in Africa. The
overall objective of the work is to contribute to the
understanding of the role and possible use of PWPs in
the region, learning from experiences in Africa and
gaining insights from successful programs implemented
internationally. It concludes that there is a critical failure
in PWP programming in the region.

This Manual is a source of guidance on program
concepts, objectives, principles and procedures. It
outlines a number of major design changes that have
been introduced to the PSNP. This is the overall program
manual, and as such it applies to all PSNP districts.
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This book is an analytical anthology of all major research
studies done on MGNREGA that were published in
academic journals or came out as stand-alone reports.
Chapter on the topic of labour markets assesses causal
impacts (Intent-to-Treat) of NREGA on public works
participation, labour force participation, and real wages
of casual workers by exploiting its phased
implementation across Indian districts. The author finds
that there is a strong gender dimension to the impacts of
NREGA: it has a positive impact on the labour force
participation.

This systematic review summarises and amalgamates the
available evidence on effectiveness of public works
programs in stimulating local economic transformation
in low and middle-income countries. The findings of this
systematic review are derived from 88 research studies
that investigated on the effectiveness of PWPs in LMICs.

This paper analyses the effectiveness of public works
programs (PWPs) in creating employment, reducing
poverty and reinforcing the existing social protection
system in Namibia. It is established that PWP wages are
used by individuals and households to invest in economic
assets as well as in improving access to basic social
services - education and health - all of which serve to
reinforce the well-developed social protection system.
There is, however, a need to constantly review the wage
level to be as near the prevailing market rates as
possible.
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This blog looks at the pros and cons of the Expanded
Public Works Program (EPWP) of South Africa and the
potential of a public works program in addressing the
challenges of structural unemployment.

This paper examines the short-term impacts of a labour-
intensive public works program on household welfare
and economic prospects. The paper finds that the public
works program targeted at youth in Sierra Leone
successfully provided temporary employment to youth
characterized by low educational attainment. It indicates
that public works interventions have considerable
potential as productive safety nets in post-conflict
settings such as Sierra Leone.

The report outlines the progress and implementation of
the EPWP by eight of South Africa's largest cities in
2016/17. The main body of the report gives an overview
of EPWP Phase lll targets, institutional arrangements,
implementation, and challenges faced. This is followed
by individual city reports that focus on the progress
made and key successes in implementing the EPWP. The
report also describes some best-practice case studies
that have been documented by the EPWP Reference
Group (RG), to support shared learning from experience.
This study is an empirical study which aims to examine
the impact of MGNREGA in generating employment to
poor in selected districts in India. Data have been
collected through personal interview and analyzed with
the application of linear regression. The analysis of the
data revealed that MGNREGA played a significant role in
generating employment, increase in income and

consumption of respondents in selected districts in India.
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This paper has delineated one of the Social Safety Net
Programs, naming ‘Employment Generation Program for
the Poorest (EGPP)’. It explored the effectiveness at the
recipient level and identified the gaps that were acting as
hindrance to the said program. It revealed the lack of
understanding of the main objective of the EGPP
program since the beneficiaries considered it mere as a
program to receive money.

The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Act
(MGNREGA) is an employment guarantee program
implemented by the Ministry of Rural Development in
India. The program's objective is to enhance the
livelihood security of people in rural areas by
guaranteeing 100 days of wage-employment in a
financial year to a rural household whose adult members
volunteer to do unskilled work. This infographic aims to
help readers learn the key features of this program. It
also provides links for further learning.

The EPWP is one of the flagship programs of South Africa
which provides income to poor households in the short
to medium term, using public expenditure to boost
productive employment and to develop marketable skills
among the unemployed. This infographic aims to help
readers learn the key features of this program. It also
provides links for further learning.

Productive Safety Net Program (PSNP) is Ethiopia’s rural
safety net for food-insecure households. PSNP engages
able bodied members of eligible households in public
works and provides unconditional cash transfer to
families without labour capacity. This infographic aims to
help readers learn the key features of this program. It
also provides links for further learning.

This manual provides readers with information on:
Introduction of the EPWP Non-State Sector Program;
Principles of the Non-State Sector EPWP Wage Subsidy;
How the Non-State Sector EPWP Wage Subsidy works;
Branding and training in the non-state sector program;
Progress reporting; Navigating the EPWP web-based
system; Records management and audit requirements;
and registration.
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The five-day annual 9th EPWP Social Sector Conference,
which was co-hosted by the Department of Public Works
and the Department of Social Development resolved and
committed to increase service delivery through the
EPWP social sector. The conference was held from 04 -
08 March 2013 under the theme: “EPWP Social Sector
United in Action towards SocioEconomic Freedom.”” This
newsletter presents some of the resolutions taken
during the EPWP social sector conference, such as
advocate EPWP to organisations for people with
disabilities.

This document provides a program overview and logical
framework of EPWP (Expanded Public Works Program).
The program aims to alleviate unemployment for a
minimum of one million people (at least 40% women,
30% youth and 2% disabled) in South Africa by 2009. It
focuses on working with unemployed participants and
training public sector officials, private sector
practitioners and other interested parties in labour-
intensive approaches to the delivery of goods and
services.

Public works programs have been important counter-
cyclical interventions in both developed and developing
countries for many years. This paper discusses the
rationale behind such programs and gives an overview of
experiences in a number of countries — many of them in
Asia and Africa — focusing on design features and how
the programs were selected and implemented. The
paper concludes that the success of each program
depends very much on its design features.

This paper presents a brief discussion of the role of
public works as a safety net and then presents the
available cross-country experience on various aspects of
the program. The paper concludes that the level of the
wage rate is critical in determining the distribution of
benefits from the program, as well as how much of the
program is targeted toward the poor.

http://www.epwp.gov.za
/news room/Newsletter
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%20April%202013%20ne

wsletter.pdf

http://www.epwp.gov.za
/documents/Log Frames
/logframe for EPWP.pdf

https://documentsl.wor
Idbank.org/curated/en/6
59301468771611298/pd

f/multiOpage.pdf

https://www.jstor.org/st
able/1244171?seq=1#pa
ge scan tab contents

80


http://www.epwp.gov.za/news_room/Newsletter/EPWP%20March%20-%20April%202013%20newsletter.pdf
http://www.epwp.gov.za/news_room/Newsletter/EPWP%20March%20-%20April%202013%20newsletter.pdf
http://www.epwp.gov.za/news_room/Newsletter/EPWP%20March%20-%20April%202013%20newsletter.pdf
http://www.epwp.gov.za/news_room/Newsletter/EPWP%20March%20-%20April%202013%20newsletter.pdf
http://www.epwp.gov.za/news_room/Newsletter/EPWP%20March%20-%20April%202013%20newsletter.pdf
http://www.epwp.gov.za/documents/Log_Frames/logframe_for_EPWP.pdf
http://www.epwp.gov.za/documents/Log_Frames/logframe_for_EPWP.pdf
http://www.epwp.gov.za/documents/Log_Frames/logframe_for_EPWP.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/659301468771611298/pdf/multi0page.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/659301468771611298/pdf/multi0page.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/659301468771611298/pdf/multi0page.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/659301468771611298/pdf/multi0page.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/1244171?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/1244171?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/1244171?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents

Subbarao, K., del
Ninno, C.,
Andrews, C.,
Rodriguez-Alas, C.

2010

Subbarao, K., 2013
Ninno, C. D.,
Andrews, C. &

Rodriguez-Alas, C.

Tanzarn, N., & 2015

Gutierrez, M. T.

The ILO and the
Council for
Agriculture and
Rural Development

2010

The Design and
Implementation of Public
Works Programs: A Toolkit
for Practitioners

Public Works as a Safety
Net - Design, Evidence,
and Implementation

Public works programs: A
strategy for poverty
alleviation. The gender
dimension revisited in
Employment-Intensive
Investment Programs in 30
countries in Africa, Asia,
Latin America and the
Caribbean

A Public Works Program as
Part of the National Social
the National Social
Protection Strategy

Technical
guide/
Toolkit

Book

Working
paper

Background
note

PWPs tool

PWPs design
and
implementati
on

Gender
dimension of
PWPs

PWPs as part
of social
protection
systems

The objective of this Toolkit is to provide guidance to
policy makers and practitioners on ‘how to’ aspects in
designing and implementing public works programs. The
toolkit draws on past experiences of several country
typologies where programs have been in operation. It
considers the main implementation aspects to be
followed in developing a public works program.

This book provides a comprehensive overview of public
works programs as a safety net instrument and their
impacts. It provides a practical review of program design
features and implementation methods, and a
compendium of operational and how-to knowledge,
combining technical expertise with ongoing country
experiences. Armed with this knowledge, countries will
be able to make informed decisions about whether to
launch public works programs, and—if so—how to
design and implement them to maximize success

The paper presents a picture of the way gender is
addressed in public works projects under ILO’s
assistance. One of the findings is that less than one fifth
of the ElIPs (Employment-Intensive Investment
Programs) consulted women during the process of
project identification suggesting that most of the
programs were non responsive to gender needs.

The document is an annex to the overall NSPS (National
Social Protection Strategy) of Cambodia. It is intended to
set out a strategy for a PWP in the context of the NSPS. It
concludes that there is an agreed need for a PWP, the
program should integrate objectives of short-term
cash/food transfers and employment and asset creation
into one overall program, and implementation will be
through the line agencies.
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The first session of the "ISPA Public Works Assessment
Tool" webinar presented a general introduction to the
development of the Tool and how it can help
stakeholders assess the performance of public works
programs in a country. Addressing questions related to
PWPs with the aim to build coherence and integration
across programs is one of the issue discussed in the
session and covered by the tool.

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) manages public works programs to
provide transfers to vulnerable, food-insecure and/or
crisis-affected households in return for the provision of
labour (particularly through labour-intensive
construction and rehabilitation projects). The purpose of
these Guidelines is to provide FAO staff with a
framework for the design and implementation of public
works programs that respond to a wide range of needs.
This paper analyses the election impacts of the largest
public-works program in the world, the Indian NREGS.
The results suggest that length of program exposure and
implementation quality matter: voter support in low
implementation quality areas declines with longer
program access. This effect is muted in well-
implemented areas, where voter turnout is higher, and
incumbents of any party affiliation also benefit. The
government payoff from implementing a large anti-
poverty program may therefore be short-lived unless
implementation challenges are resolved.

This paper analyses the employment impacts of the
world’s largest public-works program using a novel
regression-discontinuity design. The results show that
there is little evidence of a crowding out of private-
sector jobs. Instead, the scheme functions as a safety net
after a bad rainfall shock. Male workers also take on
more risk by moving into family employment.

Public works programs have the potential to be
important policy tools for reducing poverty, if
governments set clear goals and instill them into
program design and implementation. But while the
safety nets provided by such programs often improve
the quality of poor people’s lives, many schemes suffer
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from implementation problems that limit the welfare
benefits for the poor. In practice, such programs are
unlikely to have a large and lasting impact on poverty.

This paper analyses the rural labour market impacts of https://ftp.iza.org/dp685
the Indian National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 8.pdf

(NREGA), one of the most ambitious programs of its kind,
by using a regression discontinuity design. The results
suggest that NREGA has few negative impacts on the
working of casual rural labour markets.
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This is a background paper to feed into World Banks's
Social Protection and Labour Strategy 2012—2022. The
paper finds that, especially in middle-income countries,
activation and active labour market programs play an
important role in connecting individuals to jobs and
improving earning opportunities. In low-income countries,
these programs are far from being a panacea to graduate
beneficiaries out of poverty.

This paper reviews international experiences with the
implementation of wage subsidies and develops a policy
framework to guide their design in developing countries.
The evidence suggests that, if the goal is only to create
jobs, wage subsidies are unlikely to be an effective
instrument. Wage subsidies, however, could have a role in
helping first-time job seekers or those who have gone
through long-periods of unemployment or inactivity, to
gain some work experience and in the process build skills
and improve their employability.

This study looks at the effect of welfare programs on work
incentives and the adult labour supply in developing
countries. The analysis builds on the experimental
evaluations of three programs implemented in rural
areas: Mexico’s Programa Nacional de Educacion, Salud y
Alimentacion (PROGRESA), Nicaragua’s Red de Proteccidn
Social, and Honduras’ Programa de Asignacidn Familiar.
Comparable results for the three countries indicate that
the effects that the programs have had on the labour
supply of participating adults have been mostly negative
but are nonetheless small and not statistically significant.
However, the evidence does point to the presence of
other effects on labour markets.

This paper uses matched social security and program
micro data from the Uruguayan Plan de Atencion Nacional
a la Emergencia Social to investigate the effect of social
assistance on formal labour market outcomes. It shows
that the program reduced formal employment and
earnings, primarily among men. Although there is
evidence of a modest rebound, by and large the adverse
effects on formal labour supply and earnings persist even
two years after the end of the program. The analysis has
not yet fully incorporated information on benefits.
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A new chapter on financing reflects today’s growing
relevance of ALMPs and provides an overall policy
framework for designing durable, yet adaptable ALMPs.
While putting forth some powerful arguments in favour of
these programs, the book also emphasizes that they
should not be used as a “quick-fix” solution. For this
reason, it recommends new ways of financing these
policies over the long term and examines the importance
of social dialogue as a vital policy tool for establishing
more permanent frameworks that allow for labour
market flexibility while maintaining security in a
globalized world.

This paper examines the reasons behind the low rates of
participation in old age pension programs in developing
countries. It assesses how much of the low participation
can be explained by involuntary rationing out of jobs with
benefits versus how much can be instead explained by
workers’ low willingness/ability to contribute towards
such programs. Our results indicate that on average at
least 20-30 percent of the explained within-country
variance in participation patterns can be accounted for by
individuals’ low willingness to participate in old age
pension programs.

This paper examines how women’s choices over labour
activities in village economies correlate with poverty and
whether enabling the most impoverished women to take
on the actions of their wealthier counterparts can set
them on a sustainable trajectory out of poverty. It
evaluates BRAC's Targeting the Ultra-Poor (TUP) program
that provides a one-off transfer of assets and skills to the
poorest women with the aim of instigating occupational
change. The results show that: (i) the poor are able to
take on the work activities of the non-poor but face
barriers to doing so, and, (ii) one-off interventions that
remove these barriers lead to sustainable poverty
reduction.

Christina Behrendt, head of the Social Policy Unit at the
ILO, talked about the relations between the Future of
Work and the challenges to extend social protection to
the so-called “missing middle”, the informal economy
workers. How policies to provide social protection to
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informal workers can help the debate around forms of
work associated to the so-called gig economy, and
whether universal basic income might offer an alternative
to this configuration of work were discussed.

The paper evaluates the contribution of the labour
market and of the social protection system as effective
mechanisms to overcome poverty and reduce income
inequality in Latin America. It highlights that even though
the labour market policy framework has changed, and
now yields better outcomes, there are many more issues
and challenges ahead than the ones that are usually
acknowledged.

The book describes how regional labour markets were
affected by the late 1990s financial crisis in East and
Southern Asia, which led to disappearing employment,
and earning opportunities in the formal sector, reduced
incomes, and meager social assistance. It also presents
how governments, and communities responded, and,
looks forward in setting out the labour policy options for
the future, based on international experience.

In this paper, the authors build on the 72 scientific (i.e.,
control-group) evaluations considered in the previous
World Bank study (Dar and Tzannatos, 1999) by adding 87
new studies. This updated review does not change the
overall findings from the 1999 study on the impacts of
ALMPs in any fundamental way. A wide range of results
can still be found with some programs demonstrating
positive labour market effects for participants and others
showing either no impact or even negative effects.
Obviously, program design and the context in which the
program operates matters a great deal.

This paper aims at clarifying the question of the political
determinants of ALMPs, by looking at actual policy
developments over time in OECD countries. It develops a
typology of ALMPs: incentive reinforcement, employment
assistance, and human capital investment. It concludes
that there is little regularity in the political determinants
of ALMPs. In contrast, it finds important institutional and
ideational effects.
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The paper presents a theoretical and empirical analysis of
different types of active labour market policies (ALMP),
using data on 20 OECD countries covering the time period
1985-1999. The authors find that labour market training is
the most effective program to bring down
unemployment. Public employment services have some
impact while subsidised jobs are not effective at all. The
paper considers ALMP in the context of a search-matching
model.

Active labour market programs (ALMPs) aim to keep
workers employed, bring them into employment, increase
their productivity and earnings, and improve the
functioning of labour markets. More cost-effective and
useful during recoveries are ALMPs to create
employment, which strengthen outsiders labour market
attachment and support the outflow out of
unemployment. ALMPs that improve labour market
matching are highly beneficial, but effective only in the
short run. ALMPs in general might be more cost effective
over the long term (3-10 years) and some may even be
self-financing, suggesting that long-term evaluations are
needed to better ascertain the impact of individual
policies.

The paper reports on the existence of skills shortages in
six growing sectors in Cambodia: accommodation;
construction; finance and insurance; food and beverages;
garments, apparel, and footwear; and rubber and plastics.
There is a need to improve skills acquisition in the
education and vocational training system to meet the
demands of the market, as well as adequately improve
wages and working conditions for the vacancies on offer.
To overcome the skills shortages and productivity
constraints faced by enterprises and workers, a set of
short- and long-term policy interventions needs to be in
place.

Lack of skills, education or vocational training forces a
high proportion of Sub-Saharan African youth to take low-
paid jobs or non-paid jobs, most often in the informal
sector. Moreover, a growing proportion of African
graduates from higher education can no longer be
absorbed by the labour market. High labour intensity
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programs which would enable the Government to OWHAT%20ABOUT%20Y

intervene directly on the labour market in order to OUNG%20PEOPLE%20N
stimulate job creation could drive a significant reduction 0T%20IN%20EMPLOYM
of poverty and be a significant social protection policy ENT%2c%20NOR%20IN%
oriented toward youth. 20EDUCATION%2c%20N

OR%20IN%20TRAINING.
pdf?sequence=1&isAllo

wed=y
The authors summarize the estimates from over 200 https://academic.oup.co
recent studies of active labour market programs. They m/jeea/article/16/3/894

classify the estimates by type of program and participant /4430618
group, and distinguish between three different post-
program time horizons. It concludes that: (1) average
impacts are close to zero in the short run, but become
more positive 2—3 years after completion of the program;
(2) the time profile of impacts varies by type of program,
with larger average gains for programs that emphasize
human capital accumulation; (3) there is systematic
heterogeneity across participant groups, with larger
impacts for females and participants who enter from long
term unemployment; (4) active labour market programs
are more likely to show positive impacts in a recession.

This article presents a meta-analysis of recent micro http://davidcard.berkele
econometric evaluations of active labour market policies.  y.edu/papers/card-
The authors categorise 199 program impacts from 97 kluve-weber-EJ.pdf

studies conducted between 1995 and 2007. Job search
assistance programs yield relatively favourable program
impacts, whereas public sector employment programs are
less effective. Training programs are associated with
positive medium-term impacts, although in the short term
they often appear ineffective. They also find that the
outcome variable used to measure program impact
matters, but neither the publication status of a study nor
the use of a randomised design is related to the sign or
significance of the program estimate.
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This paper exploits an area-based pilot experiment to https://www.sciencedire
identify average treatment effects on unemployment ct.com/science/article/a
duration of treated individuals of two active labour bs/pii/S09275371080001
market programs implemented in Portugal. The authors 6X

focus on the short-term heterogeneous impact on two
subpopulations of unemployed individuals: young
(targeted by the Inserjovem program) and old (targeted
by the Reage program). It is shown that the latter
program has a small and positive impact in reduction of
unemployment duration of workers finding a job upon
participation, whereas the impact of Inserjovem is
generally negative (extended durations). The
identification of heterogeneous effects showed that the
program results were less satisfactory for young workers,
for those over 40 and for the less educated. Women also
benefited less from the programs. The results seem to
improve slightly for young workers in the 2nd semester of
implementation, but they deteriorate in the medium
term.

Female labour force participation in India has been
declining. One of the barriers to women’s labour force
participation is the lack of affordable and reliable day care
services. The responsibility of providing childcare is
imposed primarily on women and contributes to gender
inequalities experienced by women over the life-course.
Access to day-care might reduce barriers to labour force
entry and generate economic opportunities for women.
In this review, the authors critically assess policy
effectiveness. They emphasize insights from recent
randomized controlled trials. They also examine policy
effects that have not been the primary object of most of
the past evaluations, such as anticipatory effects of
advance knowledge of future treatments and equilibrium
effects, and they discuss the actual implementation of
policies. They discuss the importance of heterogeneity of
programs and effects and examine the extent to which
potential participants are interested in enrollment. They
also discuss the assessment of costs and benefits of
programs.
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Youth are three times more likely to be unemployed than
adults, even in economies with strong growth. This begs
the question of what is it about youth that leads to such
high rates of unemployment? And what can be done to
help young people more efficiently integrate into the
labour market? This Note focuses on programs that are
appropriate to address constraints faced by youth from
disadvantaged backgrounds. The sample of programs is
supplemented by examples of non-youth specific
programs that were found to have had above average
impacts for youth or other disadvantages groups (eg.
women, ethnic minorities etc.).

This article systematically evaluates whether participation
in active labour market policies (ALMPs) influences the
well-being of the unemployed. It finds that ALMP
programs that are most like regular employment, namely
wage subsidies and subsidized self-employment, have the
strongest impact on the well-being of the unemployed.
Looking at regional and gender differences indicates
interesting effect heterogeneity.

The perspective adopted in this paper suggests that the
macroeconomic regime is crucial to determine the global
performance of the labour market and it has, through this
channel, a direct impact on the level and distribution of
welfare. It is quite clear that the macroeconomic regime
decisively matters in terms of distributional and living
conditions outcomes. The Argentine experience analyzed
in the paper adds a strong case to the increasing body of
evidence showing that a stable and competitive real
exchange rate may foster economic growth and
employment generation and may also contribute to
improve income distribution. The Argentine experience
also showed that it is possible to experience very high
GDP growth rates together with high unemployment and
a significant worsening in labour conditions.
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Active labour market programs have rarely been
rigorously evaluated, and, until recently, the evidence
from evaluations had not been studied in a systematic
manner. Building up on studies done by the OECD and the
ILO over the past few years, this paper contributes to the
discussion by synthesizing the findings of these
evaluations - over 100 studies - and attempting to draw
some best practice lessons. This paper justifies the
importance of doing a rigorous evaluation to examine the
impact and cost-effectiveness of active labour market
programs. It shows that while some active labour market
programs can be useful to some workers, their
effectiveness depends not only on their design but also on
the overall macro and labour market framework within
which they operate.

This note is a stock take summarizing evidence on “what
works” in youth employment programs on both the
supply and demand side. The note does not look at
evidence on policy reforms that address systemic
problems. It recognizes that rural and urban investment
climates, regulatory frameworks, the overall macro-
economic framework, human capital (education and
training policy, basic health), are prerequisites for many
interventions on the demand side of the labour market to
be successful. In what follows, these fundamentals are
taken as given and the note focuses primarily on
interventions with specific identifiable enterprise, farm
beneficiaries, rather than broad investment climate
reforms.

This paper analyses the short-term impacts of India's
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme on wages, labour supply, agricultural labour use,
and productivity. The scheme prompted a 10-point wage
increase and higher labour supply to nonagricultural
casual work and agricultural self-employment. Program-
induced drops in hired labour demand were more than
outweighed by more intensive use of family labour,
machinery, fertilizer, and diversification to crops with
higher risk-return profiles, especially by small farmers.
Although the aggregate productivity effects were modest,
total employment generated by the program (but not
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employment in irrigation-related activities) significantly
increased productivity, suggesting alleviation of liquidity
constraints and implicit insurance provision rather than
quality of works undertaken as a main channel for
program-induced productivity effects.

While high rates of youth unemployment are a severe
problem in most European countries, the program
evaluation literature shows that disadvantaged youths
constitute a group that is particularly difficult to assist
effectively. As innovative measures are thus needed, we
evaluate a German pilot program that targets low-skilled
young unemployed and combines three components: a)
individual coaching, b) classroom training and c)
temporary work. Using an ex-post quasi-randomization
approach, our analysis shows that the program has a
positive impact on the post-program employment
probability of participants.

To assist governments in their current efforts to place
youth employment at the heart of respective political
agendas and to provide information for the design and
monitoring of effective policy responses, the ILO has
developed its school-to-work transition survey (SWTS), a
household survey of young people aged 15-29. The SWTS
was implemented in 2012—-13 in five Asia-Pacific
countries, namely Bangladesh, Cambodia, Nepal, Samoa
and Viet Nam. This analytical report summarizes the
survey results in the five countries and highlights the main
areas of policy concern. One of the main findings is that
while unemployment may be higher among the better
educated, the results clearly show that investing in
education brings positive returns to youth in terms of
wages and access to the “better” jobs.

Using panel data for 15 industrial countries, active labour
market policies (ALMPs) are shown to have raised
employment rates in the business sector in the 1990s,
after controlling for many institutions, country-specific
effects, and economic variables. Among such policies,
direct subsidies to job creation were the most effective.
ALMPs also affected employment rates by reducing real
wages below levels allowed by technological growth,
changes in the unemployment rate, and institutional and
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other economic factors. However, part of this wage
moderation may be linked to a composition effect
because policies were targeted to low-paid individuals
The paper reviews labour market models from both a
positive and a normative point of view. Developing
countries’ labour markets are marked by distinct labour
market sectors that work in different ways from one
another and by complicated interrelationships among the
sectors. Unfortunately, few existing labour market models
begin to capture the rich empirical reality of developing
countries’ labour market conditions, and no existing
model captures them all.

This publication discusses the role of labour market
dualism, the models of wages and employment both in
the formal and informal economy, and labour market
models in regard to intersectoral linkages. It highlights
that labour market model is context-specific and that the
combination of empirical observation and analytical
modeling has yielded great advances.

Self-employment is widespread in poor countries, and
faced with a lack of existing jobs, providing more
opportunities for people to start businesses is a key policy
option. But empirical evidence to support this idea is
scarce, and economic theory offers several reasons why
the self-employed may be more likely to migrate. This
paper puts together panel surveys from eight countries to
descriptively examine the relationship between migration
and self-employment, finding that the self-employed are
indeed less likely to migrate than wage workers or the
unemployed. The paper then analyzes seven randomized
experiments that increased self-employment, and finds
that their causal impacts on migration are negative on
average, but often small in magnitude.
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This publication reflects 2 years of research and
consultation to build strategies for expanding coverage of
social protection to informal workers in Asia. The first four
chapters present the conceptual framework of expanding
social protection for informal workers by discussing four
different themes (design and delivery, financing, political
economy, and governance), assess social protection
coverage, identify practical programs, and recommend
policy solutions to expand social protection schemes for
informal workers in Asia. The succeeding chapters are
case studies of various Asian countries— Bangladesh, the
People’s Republic of China (PRC), Indonesia, Pakistan, and
the Philippines. This publication posits that extending
social protection coverage to informal workers is
financially feasible and, with good governance,
coordinated systems, and political will, better social
protection programs can be created that are equitable
and inclusive for both employers and informal workers in
the region.

This chapter examines the impacts of active labour
market policies. Previous evaluations of policies in OECD
countries indicate that these programs usually have at
best a modest impact on participants' labour market
prospects. But at the same time, they also indicate that
there is considerable heterogeneity in the impact of these
programs. For some groups, a compelling case can be
made that these policies generate high rates of return,
while for other groups these policies have had no impact
and may have been harmful. Our discussion of the
methods used to evaluate these policies has more general
interest. It is believed that the same issues arise generally
in the social sciences and are no easier to address
elsewhere. As a result, a major focus of this chapter is on
the methodological lessons learned from evaluating these
programs. One of the most important of these lessons is
that there is no inherent method of choice for conducting
program evaluations.
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IFMR LEAD evaluated the impact of a day-care program
on a range of social and economic outcomes on
participating mothers and children. The results show that

on average women spend 17 minutes a day on any kind of

paid work, whereas they spend 9.5 hours (~¥565 minutes)
on unpaid domestic and agricultural work. A significant
time spent on domestic work is allocated towards caring
for children and the elderly. Removal of barriers in access
to economic opportunities can promote women's
participation in the labour force. This can foster increased
participation in household decision-making processes as

well. It has also improved health indicators and nutritional

status of children.

This brief presents the patterns of youth not in
employment, education or training by region, and
showing the underlying gender issues that put young
women in a particularly vulnerable situation. It also
analyses the trends in the global share of youth not in
employment, education, or training, highlighting the lack
of significant progress made during the last decade. In
addition, this brief analyses differences in employment
growth and labour underutilization of youth compared
with adults, exposing a striking age gap which shows that
youth are at a disadvantage position in labour markets
around the world.

The report calls for a human-centred agenda with a
renewed focus on people’s wide-ranging capabilities, as
well as the potential of labour market institutions, and
highlights the urgency of investments in neglected areas
of the economy in developed and developing countries.
Although the labour market challenges related to quality
of work, unemployment and gender inequality are
universal, their specific character and degree of priority
differ depending on the region and a country’s level of
development. In low-income countries, employment
relationships all too often do not even enable people to
escape poverty. And whereas working poverty generally
decreases with economic development, other labour
market achievements, such as formality, access to social
security systems, job security, collective bargaining and
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compliance with labour standards and rights at work, are
still elusive, to varying degrees, for many countries

Given that poverty and vulnerability often characterize
the living conditions of rural populations, social protection
can be a highly relevant policy tool. Investments in social
protection can support rural populations by increasing
their access to health care and maternity leave, ensuring
they receive adequate dietary intakes, allowing them to
enjoy at least a minimum level of income security,
ensuring they acquire quality education, and promoting
and facilitating their engagement in decent and
productive employment. In doing so, investments in social
protection have contributed to reducing poverty and
vulnerability, to promoting decent and productive
employment for all, and to fostering inclusive growth. This
policy guidance note provides information about the
action areas and scope that should be considered in a
social protection policy for the rural economy,
emphasizing the ILO’s approach based on the promotion
of a variety of policy instruments.

Asia and the Pacific stands out as the world’s top
performer when it comes to economic growth, owing in
large part to its dynamic labour markets. Yet despite the
plethora of work in the region, work that qualifies as
“decent” remains in short supply in many countries.
Where countries in the region fall short in their capacity
to expand decent work and hence inclusive growth — as
almost all countries do — the report suggests a course of
action for advancing on a policy mix that can help to keep
decent work front and centre in the development agenda.
This report demonstrates that ALMPs can be powerful
policy instruments as they have the capacity to provide
new job opportunities and ensure the continuous upgrade
of workers’ skills, thereby improving the labour market
performance of participants in a sustainable manner.
ALMPs can therefore enhance the living conditions of
workers and their families, and have the potential to
reduce poverty and improve equity.
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This report is part of a series of technical cooperation
reports produced by the Social Protection Department
and the Employment Department of the International
Labour Office within the framework of the ILO/EU project
"Improving Social Protection and Promoting
Employment". One of the key points of the ILO/EU project
is the recognition that employment and social protection
measures cannot be designed and implemented through
fragmented and isolated interventions. In proposing
national plans to extend social protection coverage and
promote employment, the project makes social dialogue
its very basis, so that a common platform with a shared
focus can be established and relevant ministries and
social partners can be brought together. Integrating
social protection and employment policies, and effectively
implementing and monitoring them, is absolutely
essential in Cambodia’s fight against poverty and for a
sustainable and inclusive development of the country.
This document is the synthesis report of the ILO/EU
project entitled "Improving Social Protection and
Promoting Employment", carried out in three pilot
countries - Burkina Faso, Cambodia and Honduras. It
describes the project design and methodology, presents
the project experiences in the three countries, and
provides a series of recommendations and conclusions.
These include issues such as the linkages between
employment and social protection from a strategic and
policy-making standpoint, institutional challenges, social
dialogue, funding, the rights-based approach, as well as
recommendations for future technical cooperation
projects.

This brochure describes the ILO/EU project carried out in
three pilot countries, namely Burkina Faso, Cambodia and
Honduras, in regard to development of integrated social
protection and employment policies. It presents the aims
of the project and summarises the key activities. It
highlights the importance of social protection floor and
employment to socio economic development.
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This report, part of the Studies on Growth with Equity
series, examines the effectiveness of ALMPs implemented
in Latin America, notably policies carried out in Argentina,
Colombia and Peru. In particular, it reviews both
qualitatively and through a meta-analysis the empirical
economic literature on impact evaluation of ALMPs,
particularly in LAC countries. It presents results of three
impact evaluations carried out for the purpose of this
report and discusses the main policy lessons on how to
leverage these policies to sustain further labour market
and social progress.

The ILO dataset contains data from 189 countries and is
drawn from the world’s largest collection of harmonized
labour force survey data. A review of existing evidence
concerning household surveys is undertaken, including a
country case study comparing an establishment survey
(with income data from the social security register) with a

household one, and it is found that household surveys can

provide reasonable estimates of the labour income
distribution. Poorer countries tend to have much higher
levels of pay inequality, something that exacerbates the
hardships of vulnerable populations. In Sub-Saharan
Africa, the bottom 50 per cent of workers earn only 3.3
per cent of labour income, compared to the European
Union, where the same group receives 22.9 per cent of
the total income paid to workers.

This note examines the balance of activation strategies in
OECD countries, where this type of policy approach has a
long tradition. Countries share the objective of
strengthening employment and reducing benefit
dependency and vulnerability among the working-age
population, but the balance of policy measures differs
widely. While debates on the effectiveness of active
labour market policies have tended to focus on individual
policy measures, this paper emphasizes the links between
policy areas. This note argues that an effective policy
strategy rests on a finely tuned balance between income
support, work incentives, as well as mutual obligations
and active labour market programs.
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This paper compares labour market policies in Japan,
Singapore, Malaysia and the Republic of Korea. The
hypothesis of the study is that the four countries have
several structural and institutional features in common,
especially concerning the role of enterprises in labour
markets, and therefore some convergence in their labour
market policies is to be expected. The study finds that in
Singapore, Malaysia and the Republic of Korea the main
influences on labour market policy have been human
resource development and official attitudes towards the
trade unions. Japan's dependence on enterprise strategies
and market signals, and sound worker-employer linkages,
is not yet, mirrored in the other countries.

This paper attempts to assess the role of active policies,
the combination of more rapid structural change in long-
term unemployment. Even where schemes do not have
much of a return to those on them, as much of the
microeconomic evidence suggests, they may still have a
substantial social return in preventing the emergence of
long-term unemployment. The key requirement is to
ensure that no unemployed person, who is able and
willing to work, should be allowed to draw benefits for
more than a limited period. The resources of the labour
market authorities should be used to ensure that as a last
resort some appropriate temporary job or training
opportunity is made available by the end of this period.
The goal of this paper is to present the process of Active
labour market policies (ALMP) development and to
analyse different evaluation techniques. During last
decade there have been several meta-analyses to make
cross-analysis of evaluations made worldwide in a long
time span. General conclusions of most papers are that
ALMP do not have very high influence on the
employability. The best results are experienced in services
provided by local national employment services, as well in
training programs, especially in on-job training. In the last
few years there have appeared some indications that
subsidized employment has high positive effects, however
there is no consensus on that matter. Despite large
number of published papers on evaluations, there has
been no research aimed on analysing overall ALMP effects
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4/lang--en/index.htm

https://www.researchga
te.net/publication/2544
12348 What Can_Activ
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https://mpra.ub.uni-
muenchen.de/35282/1/
MPRA paper 35282.pdf

101


https://www.ilo.org/employment/Whatwedo/Publications/WCMS_120334/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/employment/Whatwedo/Publications/WCMS_120334/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/employment/Whatwedo/Publications/WCMS_120334/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/employment/Whatwedo/Publications/WCMS_120334/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/254412348_What_Can_Active_Labour_Market_Policies_Do
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/254412348_What_Can_Active_Labour_Market_Policies_Do
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/254412348_What_Can_Active_Labour_Market_Policies_Do
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/254412348_What_Can_Active_Labour_Market_Policies_Do
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/254412348_What_Can_Active_Labour_Market_Policies_Do
https://mpra.ub.uni-muenchen.de/35282/1/MPRA_paper_35282.pdf
https://mpra.ub.uni-muenchen.de/35282/1/MPRA_paper_35282.pdf
https://mpra.ub.uni-muenchen.de/35282/1/MPRA_paper_35282.pdf

JustJobs Network
& Unicef

Kanol, H.,
Khemarin, K., &
Elder, S.

Khan, A. R.

2019

2013

2001

Breaking the Cycle of
Vulnerability
Education, Skills and
Employability for
Indian Youth

Labour Market
Transitions of Young
Women and Men in
Cambodia

Employment Policies
for Poverty Reduction

Report

Report

Discussion
paper

Labour market
and youth
employment

Labour market
and youth
employment

Labour market
policy & poverty
reduction

on the economy, and creation of a model which could ex-
ante estimate future effects of ALMP.

Building on the findings of a report entitled, 'From
Education to Employability: Preparing South Asian Youth
for the World of Work', this report hones in on the school-
to-work transition for vulnerable youth in India. The
findings of this report warrant attention to enabling
better transitions during school and addressing the
disadvantages that vulnerable youth encounter. Steps
should include setting up accessible secondary and higher
secondary schools; improving in-school resources and
curricula to respond to socio-economic disadvantage
without compromising on quality; and developing out-of-
school social and community support.

Unemployment among youth is not a major national
concern in Cambodia, although graduate unemployment
is proving to be increasingly worrisome. What is of
significant concern, however, is the quality of work made
available to the young population and the impact that
low-productive employment among the large youth
population has on the growth prospects of the country.
The report therefore focuses heavily on the quality of
youth employment. It also draws attention to the path
and duration that young people’s transition from school
to work takes and draws conclusions on characteristics or
experiences that make for a smoother transition.

The paper explores eight employment-related
interventions for achieving poverty reduction and
analyses employment policies for poverty reduction based
on the experiences of different regions. The paper
concludes that while growth is a precondition for
sustained expansion of productive employment, the two
together have always been associated with rapid poverty
reduction. In most developing countries the utilization of
the poor’s capacity to work is also an effective way to
raise the rate of economic growth. Thus, appropriate
policies in that area can create the virtuous cycle of
employment, growth and poverty reduction.

https://www.unicef.org/
rosa/media/3926/file/Br
eaking%20the%20Cycle
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df
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This paper reviews in a systematic way the evidence on
impact evaluations of active labour market programs
(ALMP), with a focus on Latin America and the Caribbean
(LAC). The analysis concludes that meta-analytic models
based on the sign and significance of the program impacts
lead to generally similar conclusions as models based on
effect sizes. This arises because much of the variation in
the sign and significance of estimated impacts across
studies in the ALMP literature is driven by variation in
estimated effect sizes, rather than by variation in the
corresponding sampling errors. This finding also allows
the LAC meta analysis to proceed using models of
sign/significance

Youth remain highly susceptible to changing patterns in
the world of work and experience slow and difficult
transitions to stable jobs. What works to support them in
the labour market? This systematic review addresses this
question by synthesizing empirical evidence on the labour
market outcomes of active labour market programs
(ALMPs) targeting youth worldwide. The analysis explores
the interventions’ overall effectiveness and the roles that
context, evaluation and program design and
implementation play in moderating impact. Overall,
empirical results indicated positive effects of
entrepreneurship promotion and skills training on
employment and earnings. Effects of employment
services and subsidised employment were generally small
and non-significant.

This study systematically and quantitatively reviews 113
impact evaluations of youth employment programs
worldwide. It finds that (i) programs are more successful
in middle- and low-income countries; (ii) the intervention
type is less important than design and delivery; (iii)
programs integrating multiple services are more
successful; (iv) profiling of beneficiaries, individualized
follow-up systems and incentives for service providers
matter; and (v) impacts are of larger magnitude in the
long-term. Ultimately, the findings provide practitioners
with an improved evidence base about how certain design
features contribute to successful youth employment
programs in different contexts.

https://www.ilo.org/glo
bal/research/publication
s/working-
papers/WCMS 459117/I
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https://www.3ieimpact.
org/sites/default/files/2
018-12/sr37-youth-
employment 0.pdf

https://www.sciencedire
ct.com/science/article/a
bs/pii/S0305750X183039
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This issue introduces readers to research-based evidence
on diverse social protection programs in various
countries, as well as current debates on how best to
improve social grants. The contributing authors
demonstrate the importance of evaluation results to
better inform program reforms and design changes to
ensure that beneficiaries exit poverty and reduce their
chances of slipping back into it.

The discussion of this paper is based on a review of
effective active labour market policies (ALMPs) including
training, public works, direct job creation, employment
incentives and job counselling and other labour market
services; specifically, it examines how ALMPs and their
integration with income support programs can be used in
a proactive manner. Throughout the paper, differences
between developed and developing and emerging
countries are considered. The paper suggests that policy
implementation is crucial for a proactive approach, which
can permit the use of complementary policies and
programs with proactive and reactive features that
support activation of the labour force. It argues that social
dialogue may enhance the role of implementation
variables, especially tripartite social dialogue at an
aggregate level.

This article discussed whether job search requirements
and job search assistance help the unemployed find
better jobs faster. It finds that job search assistance and
job search monitoring help the unemployed find jobs
faster and are cheap to implement. Even in the absence of
job search assistance, standard job search monitoring has
a positive effect on recipients’ job finding rate. However,
intense job search monitoring accompanied by sanctions
can push the unemployed to take lower quality jobs, or to
give up searching altogether and start receiving disability
benefits instead. Another downside is that job search
assistance and monitoring can help program participants
find a job at the expense of non-participants. Overall, the
evidence most strongly supports moderate job search
monitoring.

https://www.ipc-
undp.org/pub/eng/PIF32
Social Protection Entr
epreneurship and Labo
ur Market Activation.pd
f

https://www.ilo.org/glo
bal/topics/future-of-
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Activation policies aimed at getting working-age people http://ftp.iza.org/pp84.p
off benefits and into work have become a buzzword in df

labour market policies. Yet they are defined and
implemented differently across OECD countries and their
success rates vary too. The Great Recession has posed a
severe stress test for these policies with some
commentators arguing that they are at best “fair
weather” policies. This paper sheds light on these issues
mainly via the lens of recent OECD research. It presents
the stylized facts on how OECD countries have responded
to the Great Recession in terms of ramping up their
spending on active labour market policies (ALMPs), a key
component in any activation strategy. It then reviews the
macroeconomic evidence on the impact of ALMPs on
employment and unemployment rates. This is followed by
a review of the key lessons from recent OECD country
reviews of activation policies. It concludes with a
discussion of crucial unanswered questions about
activation.

Anna McCord presented on global labour market trends
including the trends of unemployment,
underemployment and working poor. Economic growth is
not creating enough jobs as was expected. This
presentation highlights that SP has role to compensate for
market failure and to reduce poverty. It can contribute to
employment if implemented well on large scale. There is a
need for realism in terms of the potential contribution of
SP and understanding of limitations in relation to
structural challenges, critical review of evidence and
lessons for effective implementation and new thinking
regarding the implementation of SP in new context of
chronic labour market failure.

The webinar drew upon the findings from the South-
South Knowledge Collaboration workshop on Designing
and Implementing Social Protection Programs for and-changing-labour-
Employment held in Manila in 2017. It includes a short market-finding-missing-
presentation to trigger discussion by a panel of experts links

and representatives from the Governments of India, Peru,

and the Philippines. It highlights that an ongoing social

protection system should be in place to support

https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=TNIgrdWisV
Q&feature=youtu.be

https://socialprotection.
org/social-protection-
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vulnerable people and they should not graduate from the
program.

The review discusses examples of job creation policies,
and concludes with lessons learned in this area. Given the
importance of jobs for poverty reduction, productivity
growth, and social cohesion (World Bank, 2012), it is no
surprise that policy makers have actively pursued policies
to try to help jobseekers find jobs. But as this review has
shown, an emerging body of evidence shows these
policies to generally be far less effective than policy
makers, program participants, and economists typically
expect.

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) report the Social
Protection Index: Assessing Results for Asia and the Pacific
(2013) documents the negligible role of labour market
programs in social protection programs across the region.
It is important to note that labour market programs are
intended to promote employment, an objective that can
only be met by multiple coordinated policies and actions.
Social protection can support job creation, but it cannot
determine its success. Although economic growth has
generally been strong, improvements in the quality and
quantity of employment have not followed.

This paper looks at what is known from the extensive inte
rnational evidence about the role and effectiveness of trai
ning and skills interventions as part of a broader portfolio
of active labour market policies (ALMP). The evidence sug
gests that there may be more limited scope for highly targ
eted interventions for groups and circumstances where it
is clear that (easily-

remedied) skill deficiencies are the main barrier to labour
market (re-) entry.

This paper evaluates the effectiveness of a job
intermediation and wage subsidy program in Bolivia, a
country with one of the highest levels of informality in
Latin-America. The authors find that the program
substantially increases employment, formality, and
earnings. These effects are heterogeneous across
different subsamples of interest. Their results suggest that
Active Labour Market Policies might be an effective

http://documents.world
bank.org/curated/en/25
6001490191438119/pdf/

WPS8011.pdf

https://www.adb.org/sit
es/default/files/publicati
on/153219/social-
protection-index-labour-
market-programs.pdf

https://www.employme
nt-
studies.co.uk/system/file
s/resources/files/wp15.p
df

https://www.socialprote
ction.org/discover/publi
cations/ctive-labour-
market-policies-context-
high-informality-effect-
pae-bolivia
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solution for improving access to quality jobs in the
context of high informality.

The purpose of this chapter is to examine the impact of
activation strategies and other ALMPs on employment
outcomes, primarily based on the findings of evaluation
studies of a wide range of programs. Activation programs
reduce the number of people on benefits directly through
the impact of their services on the program participants,
but also indirectly because some benefit recipients prefer
to leave unemployment instead of complying with
program requirements. Intensive employment services
and training programs may have relatively favourable
impacts on labour force participation and promote
earnings progression, although these impacts often
appear two or more years after individuals have
participated in the programs. Programs can have
displacement effects when participants find jobs to the
detriment of non-participants thus reducing net job gains,
but programs can also have positive labour demand and
multiplier effects.

This paper proposes a package of protections, labour
benefits, and services that are more relevant to the
diverse and diversifying world of work. Here are five key
messages for policy makers. The foundation of risk-
sharing policy is poverty prevention and subsidized
protection from catastrophic losses, financed from broad-
based taxes. With robust protections in place, available to
all people wherever and however they work,
governments' mandates can be less distortive. Rather
than protect workers from change, governments can shift
their efforts to protecting them for change by supporting
transitions and reemployment. Given daunting resource
and capacity limitations in most countries, a progressive
universalization of risk-sharing coverage will be more
fiscally viable and sustainable. Digital technology can be
harnessed to mobilize tax resources for this extended
coverage and to deliver protection more effectively,
efficiently, and equitably.

https://www.oecd.org/el

s/emp/36780874.pdf

http://documents.world

bank.org/curated/en/99

7741568048792164/pdf/
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This report offers a systematic review of the employment
landscape in the East Asia Pacific region. It contributes to
the debate on employment strategies and presents policy
options that will boost productivity and people’s living
conditions. It recommends that countries look beyond the
labour market and further improve the fundamentals.
Drawing on an extensive review of empirical evidence, the
report observes that the most important policies are
those that ensure price stability, encourage investment
and innovation, and support a regulatory framework that
enables small and medium-size enterprises, which employ
most people in the region.

This paper analyzes the differential impact of migration
on labour supply of the left-behind household members
in Nepal, where international migration for employment,
predominantly a male phenomenon, increased
substantially between 2001 and 2011. The paper finds
that, in response to out-migration of some family
members, women realign their priorities and reallocate
their time from market employment to self-employment
and home production, possibly filling in the roles vacated
by the migrants. In contrast, the income effect dominates
the impact of migration on the left-behind men.

The paper defines the main issues to be examined
regarding the evaluation of ALMPs, provides non-
technical explanations for various evaluation techniques,
and assesses their strengths and weaknesses. Having
introduced some examples of applying different
techniques, the author assesses their practical use. By
examining cases in the European Union and the United
States, the author stresses the need for a systematic
approach of policy evaluation as well as for the effective
use of the evaluation results for the future policy making
and implementation of ALMPs. The author also identifies
the target group approach as the most effective for
evaluations, and argues that a combination of evaluation
techniques should be applied. The general framework and
ideas developed for policy evaluation can be applied in
developing countries, within the constraints of their
institutions (government will, financial means, etc.).

http://documents.world
bank.org/curated/en/69
7281468262144378/East
-Asia-Pacific-at-work-
employment-enterprise-
and-well-being

http://documents.world
bank.org/curated/en/40
6581568642192459/pdf/
Impact-of-International-
Migration-on-Labour-
Supply-in-Nepal.pdf

http://www.oit.org/wcm
sp5/groups/public/---

ed emp/documents/pub
lication/wcms 120383.p
df
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Better Together: Active Working Active and
and Passive Labour paper passive labour
Market Policies In market policies
Developed and

Developing Economies

Social Protection and Research Labour market -
Economic Growth in paper Economic
Pacific Island Countries growth
Global Social Video Social
Protection Week: protection and
Achieving SDG 1.3 and labour strategy
Universal Social

Protection in the

Context of the Future

of Work

Global Social Slide Social

protection and
labour strategy

Protection Week:
Achieving SDG 1.3 and
Universal Social
Protection in the
Context of the Future
of Work

presentation

This paper investigates into the macroeconomic impact of
public expenditure in active and passive labour market
policies on main employment indicators (i.e.
unemployment, employment and labour force
participation) for a panel database of 121 countries (36
developed, 64 emerging and 21 developing economies). It
found that the interaction between interventions is
crucial. Spending in passive policies can have positive
labour market effects (i.e. reduction in unemployment
and increase in employment rates) on the condition that
sufficient amounts are spent in active interventions.

This research paper assesses the potential role of social
protection in stimulating economic growth and
employment, and enabling Pacific Island Countries (PICs)
to better cope with local impacts of global economic
shocks. Global evidence provides models for effective
social protection responses, which vary with each
country’s social and policy context. In the Pacific the most
important consideration is that formal social protection
instruments complement existing traditional systems.
Social protection can help poor and vulnerable groups to
better cope and it can serve as an investment with
potentially high social and economic returns.

The webinar covers the following items: Presentation of
the Global Social Protection Week in the context of the
ILO centenary and the Declaration for the Future of Work,
Objectives and contents of the high-level panel: A Global
commitment to achieve SDG’s on social protection;
Objectives and contents of the technical sessions:
Developing and enhancing social protection systems that
are adequate, sustainable and adapted to the world of
work.

The slides cover the items captured in the above video.

https://www.ilo.org/glo
bal/research/publication
s/working-
papers/WCMS 660003/I
ang--en/index.htm

https://www.dfat.gov.au
/sites/default/files/econ

omic-growth.pdf

https://www.socialprote
ction.org/global-social-
protection-week-
achieving-sdg-13-and-
universal-social-
protection-context-
future-work

https://www.socialprote
ction.org/discover/publi
cations/webinar-
presentation-global-
social-protection-week-
achieving-sdg-13-and
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Social Protection,
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Labour Market
Activation (Policy in
Focus, Volume 12,
Issue no. 2, 2015)

wsletter

Social Protection,
Growth and
Employment: Evidence
from India, Kenya,
Malawi, Mexico and
Tajikistan

Report

Journal
Article

The Effectiveness of
Active Labour Market
Policies: A Meta-
Analysis

Bulletin/Ne

The impact of
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The role of SP in
stimulating
growth and
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The
effectiveness of
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This issue introduces readers to research-based evidence
on diverse social protection programs in various
countries, as well as current debates on how best to
improve social grants. The contributing authors
demonstrate the importance of evaluation results to
better inform program reforms and design changes to
ensure that beneficiaries exit poverty and reduce their
chances of slipping back into it. Furthermore, the articles
in this publication also help identify successful and
potential synergies between various programs and
initiatives, highlighting the power of cash transfers in
combination with other programs, in order to better
inform policymakers and further the discussions about
how best to grow in a more inclusive and sustainable
manner.

The global financial and economic crisis has highlighted
and reinforced the need for effective social protection
mechanisms that can not only prevent households from
falling into poverty but also permanently raise their
earnings. Social protection policies must be consistent
with labour market mechanisms and with employment
policy for either or both to be as beneficial as possible.
This report, using a broad definition of social protection,
takes an in-depth look at selected programs and their
interaction with employment generation and growth in
India, Kenya, Malawi, Mexico, Peru and Tajikistan. It
focuses on poverty and aims to explore how social and
economic policies can be better integrated to
simultaneously advance social welfare, employment
outcomes and inclusive growth.

This paper provides a meta-analysis of microeconometric
evaluation studies on the effectiveness of active labour
market policies. The analysis is built upon a systematically
assembled data set of causal impact estimates from 57
experimental and quasi-experimental studies, providing
654 estimates published between January 1990 and
December 2017. It distinguishes between the short and
longer term impacts; at 6, 12, 24, and 36 months after
program start. After correcting for publication bias and
country-specific macroeconomic characteristics,
subsidized labour and public employment programs have

http://www.ipc-
undp.org/pub/eng/PIF32
Social Protection Entr
epreneurship and Labo
ur Market Activation.pd
f

https://www.undp.org/c
ontent/undp/en/home/li
brarypage/poverty-
reduction/inclusive dev
elopment/social-
protection--growth-and-
employment--evidence-
from-india--k.html

https://onlinelibrary.wile
y.com/doi/full/10.1111/j
0es.12269
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Yeyati, E.L.,
Montane, M., &
Sartorio, L.
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2019

The World Bank 2012-
2022 Social Protection
and Labour Strategy:
Resilience, equity, and
opportunity

What Works for Active
Labour Market
Policies?

Policy guide

Working
paper

Social
protection and
labour strategy

The
effectiveness of
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negative short-term impacts, which gradually turn
positive in the longer run. Schemes with enhanced
services including job-search assistance and training
programs do not have these negative short-term effects,
and stay positive from 6 until 36 months after program
start.

Social protection and labour (SPL) programs directly
improve resilience by helping people insure against drops
in wellbeing from different types of shocks and equity by
reducing poverty and destitution and promoting equality
of opportunity. But these policies also promote
opportunity by building human capital, assets, and access
to jobs and by freeing families to make productive
investments. This publication sets out a snapshot of the
World Bank's new SPL strategy’s goals, direction, and
commitments.

The document reports the first systematic review of 102
RCT interventions comprising a total of 652 estimated
impacts of ALMPs. It found that (i) a third of these
estimates are positive and statistically significant (PPS) at
conventional levels; (ii) programs are more likely to yield
positive results when GDP growth is higher and
unemployment lower; (iii) programs aimed at building
human capital, such as vocational training, independent
worker assistance and wage subsidies, show significant
positive impact, and (iv) program length, monetary
incentives, individualized follow up and activity targeting

are all key features in determining the effectiveness of the

interventions.

https://openknowledge.

worldbank.org/bitstream
/handle/10986/12648/7

08870ESWOP1210rategy
020120220FINAL.pdf?se

guence=1&isAllowed=y

https://www.hks.harvar
d.edu/centers/cid/public
ations/faculty-working-
papers/labour-market-

policies
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This book discusses how current training policies and
programs in developing countries need to change to
improve education levels and skills development. It uses
the evidence from recent rigorous evaluations to
provide a comprehensive review of technical, vocational
education and training (TVET) policies, incentives for on-
the-job-training (OJT), and training-related active labour
market programs (ALMPs).

Entra21 is a job training program for low-income youth
in Cordoba, Argentina. The program includes life-skills,
vocational training, and internship with private sector
employers. The paper indicates that the program does
not only result in increase of earnings (from both higher
employment levels and higher wages) but also lead to
reductions in welfare dependency.

In this paper, Blattman and Ralston argue that skills
training and microfinance have shown little impact on
poverty or stability, especially relative to program cost.
There are very few examples of evaluated programs
that have had positive effects, at least on men. It is even
more difficult to find any that pass a cost-benefit test,
for men or women.

This paper reports on the findings of the Employer Skills
Needs Survey in 2012. This survey — the first of its kind
and coverage in Cambodia — is aimed at understanding
the needs of employers in finding and hiring workers.
There is a need to improve skills acquisition in the
education and vocational training system to meet the
demands of the market.

http://documents.world
bank.org/curated/en/53
5251468156871924/pdf
/709080PUBOEPI006786
9B09780821387146.pdf

https://www.econstor.e
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This paper examines a large youth training intervention
in Nepal. The authors find that the intervention
generated an increase in non-farm employment. Low
baseline educational attainment levels, low levels of
non-farm employment levels, and Nepal's social norms
towards women contribute to the large program
impacts.

Skills Toward Employment and Productivity (STEP) is the
World Bank’s first ever initiative to assess cognitive,
work-related, and socioemotional skills in low and
middle-income countries by conducting surveys to
provide a better understanding of skills requirements in
the labour market and the correlation between the skills
acquisition, employment status, and earnings. Drawing
on data collected through STEP, the authors analyze the
linkages between education levels, labour force
participation, and employment status of urban adult
population in Ghana.

This report is a stock take summarizing evidence on
“what works” in youth employment programs on both
the supply and demand side. It suggests that integrated
interventions should be developed, focusing on
connecting youth with jobs, but also improving job
creation as well as job quality for youth.

Created in 2011, Brazil’s PRONATEC aims at promoting
the access to vocational training and technical
education and the insertion of its beneficiaries into the
workforce. It offers either short qualification courses
(with an average duration of 200 hours and a minimum
duration of 160 hours) or technical courses (minimum
duration of 800 hours).
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http://socialprotection.
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Jévenes en accion or Youth in Action program in
Colombia promotes post-secondary education and
strengthen life skills, using the conditional cash transfer
model. The aim is to support young people in poverty or
vulnerability, so they can continue to study. The
program has two components, the training component
related with the academic activities and the element of
life skills.

The short film shows a variety of the activities related to
the ILO under its Education and Skills Training for Youth
Employment (EAST) activities in school in South
Sulawesi, Nusa Tenggara Timur and Papua in Indonesia.
The film captures the positive impact, in terms of skills
improvement and attitude change, in the following
school programs: participatory teaching program, life
skills activities, job and education counseling, and
entrepreneurship education program.

This report highlights that early-investments in children
for cognitive skills (e.g forming concepts, reasoning,
problem-solving, mental processing speed and long and
short-term memory) are viewed as particularly valuable
in that cognitive skills acquired at a young age can
increase the productivity of investments made at later
ages.

The aim of this systematic review was to investigate the
impact of youth employment interventions on the
labour market outcomes of young people. The
interventions under review comprised training and skills
development, entrepreneurship promotion,
employment services and subsidised employment.
There are significant effects of entrepreneurship
promotion and skills training, but not for employment
services and subsidised employment.
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Apprenticeship training is usually a profitable
investment for firms as well as workers. Often, firms can
recoup all or most of their costs within the
apprenticeship period. By providing firms with
information on economic returns, by helping them set
up apprenticeships, and by funding off-site training,
policymakers can promote the expansion of effective
career training and increased worker earnings with only
modest public expenditures.

This is the fifth issue of SPEC Letter. The focus of this
issue is skills development. The field of skills
development is broad. Our interest is in skill
development for the poorest people and the
participants of the social/cash transfer programs.
Though many countries have integrated skills
development with social protection programs or have
undertaken complementary programs, the literature is
scarce on this area. This SPEC letter provides highlights
from a few important publications.

This paper estimates the short-and-medium-run effects
of participating in a subsidised vocational training
program aimed at improving labour market outcomes of
women residing in low-income households in a
developing country. In the short-run, the authors find
that program participants are significantly more likely to
be employed, work additional hours, and earn more.
These short-run impact estimates are all sustained in
the medium-run.

This paper revisits and reassesses the evidence for
whether small business training works, incorporating
the results of more recent studies. Given that training
delivers some benefits for firms, the challenge is then
how to deliver a quality program on a cost-effective
basis at a much larger scale. Three possible approaches
to scaling up training are discussed: using the market,
using technology, or targeting and funneling firms.
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This blog summarises the working paper 'Small Business
Training to Improve Management Practices in
Developing Countries'. The working paper re-assesses
the evidence for the effectiveness of business training,
incorporating both the older literature and these newer
studies. It also looks at innovations that have been
trialed as alternatives to traditional training, and at
different approaches to scaling up training to reach tens
of thousands or millions of firms on a cost-effective
basis.

BRAC, a Bangladesh based international NGO, initiated
Skill Training for Advancing Resources (STAR) program in
2012 to help school-dropouts get employment. The
STAR program provides theoretical (in-class) as well as
practical (on-the-job) training on various trades.
Evaluation results show that the program has increased
the employment of dropout adolescents by as high as
46 percentage points. The benefit-cost ratio of the
program shows the benefit is nearly three times the
cost.

This report hones in on the school-to-work transition for
vulnerable youth in India. Themes include education
and employment outcomes, labour market trends and
youth aspirations, programs to improve youth
employability, and gaps that must be addressed with
public and private sector engagement.

Asia Pacific region is a vast and diverse region that is
currently subject to rapid and tremendous change in its
economies and the work that people do. This paper has
therefore compiled a wide-ranging set of discussions,
analysis and perspectives to provoke fundamental policy
re-thinking. Greater understanding of the demand side
of skills and the structures that influence the impact of
skills is needed so that investment in skills development
can indeed contribute to inclusive growth.
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The Pre-Employment Card Program combines
temporary social assistance with skills development to
help laid-off workers and job seekers. it has been
especially tailored to people affected most by the
COVID-19 crisis, including (informal) workers and small
business owners. This infographic aims to help readers
learn the key features of this program. It also provides
links for further learning.
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INDONESIA.pdf

118


https://socialprotection.org/system/files/SPEC-Infographics-INDONESIA.pdf
https://socialprotection.org/system/files/SPEC-Infographics-INDONESIA.pdf
https://socialprotection.org/system/files/SPEC-Infographics-INDONESIA.pdf
https://socialprotection.org/system/files/SPEC-Infographics-INDONESIA.pdf




	Background
	Contents
	Executive Summary
	Social protection for employment and COVID-19 responses
	Cash Plus/ Productive Inclusion Approach
	Public Work Programs
	Labour Market
	Skill Development – Enhancing Labour Quality

