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1) SDGs in important Commission initiatives 
at central level: the SDGs in the von der Leyen
Commission



The SDGs in the von der Leyen Commission: overview
• The von der Leyen’s (VdL) 

Commission has significantly stepped 
up the integration of SDGs in the 
policy-making of the Commission, 
including : 

• Political Guidelines (e.g. 
European Semester)

• Mission letters

• Commission Work Programmes

• Key initiatives (e.g. Green Deal 
Communication: "The Green 
Deal is an integral part of this 
Commission’s strategy to 
implement the SDGs”).

• Commission Work Programmes in VdL Commission: 

• CWP 2020: “Our compass will be the 2030 
Agenda. We will put the SDGs at the heart of our 
policymaking. They will guide our work across all 
sectors, , and will show our commitment to 
sustainable development at home and 
abroad”. 

• CWP 2021: “Our action will remain guided by the 
2030 Agenda and its SDGs”.

• CWP 2022: “The green and digital ambitions of 
the Commission and their social and fair 
dimensions, together with its focus on the SDGs
… will be more prominent in our evaluations, 
impact assessments and consultations… It will 
send a strong message that the EU is leading on 
the implementation of global commitments, as 
set out in the 2030 Agenda and its SDGs“.

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/sites/comm-cwt2019/files/commissioner_mission_letters/mission-letter-urpilainen-2019-2024_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/european-green-deal-communication_en.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar%3A7ae642ea-4340-11ea-b81b-01aa75ed71a1.0002.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:91ce5c0f-12b6-11eb-9a54-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar%3A9fb5131e-30e9-11ec-bd8e-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF


« Delivering on the SDGs - A comprehensive approach» (2020)
• The SWD “Delivering on the UN’s SDGs – A 

comprehensive approach” (November 2020) 
was presented to College by President von der 
Leyen. 

• It lays down a whole-of-government approach 
to implement the SDGs in the Commission. 

• It includes an important external section, incl. 
reporting. 

• It combines VdL priorities and the SDGs. 

• This is relevant for the pursuit of INTPA 
priorities, which are based on those of VdL. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/delivering_on_uns_sustainable_development_goals_staff_working_document_en.pdf


The SDGs in the European Semester
• The European Semester is integrating the 

SDGs (Political Guidelines, Mission Letters)
• Strong SDG push from the Annual

Sustainable Growth Strategy 2020
• The Eurostat annual monitoring report on 

SDGs will now be part of the Semester, from
spring 2022. 

• The recent Annual Sustainable Growth Survey 
2022: “The SDGs will be further integrated into 
the European Semester”. 

• MS spring reports track progress towards SDGs
at national level with Eurostat SDG indicators. 

GERMANY

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52019DC0650&from=EN
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/3217494/12878705/KS-03-21-096-EN-N.pdf/8f9812e6-1aaa-7823-928f-03d8dd74df4f?t=1623741433852
https://ec.europa.eu/info/system/files/economy-finance/2022_european_semester_annual_sustainable_growth_survey.pdf


The SDGs in the revised Better Regulation



The SDGs in the BR Communication (29.04.21)
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• Main improvements of the revised Better Regulation include the integration of SDGs:

• Improved analysis and reporting of impacts: also in relation to SDGs:

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/better_regulation_joining_forces_to_make_better_laws_en_0.pdf


The SDGs in the Better Regulation toolbox

• Every impact assessment has to report 
in a table identifying relevant SDGs

• For the preferred option, the table needs 
to show the assessment of progress 
towards the identified SDG targets, and 
describe possible synergies and trade-
offs between specific SDGs.

• All BR tools on impacts are organised by SDGs. 

• All BR tools recommend SDG indicators, 



The new Tool#19 on SDGs 

Implements and details the requirement 
in the BR Communication and 
Guidelines on assessing SDGs in:

• Impact Assessment (problem definition, 
objectives, policy options-baseline, 
impact analysis, monitoring 
arrangements)

• Policy evaluations and fitness checks  

• Policy proposals – explanatory 
memorandum

• Use of relevant SDG indicators. 

• Recommends for the whole Commission 
the use of the SDG mapper electronic 
tool (developed by JRC upon request by 
INTPA)



2 - SDG implementation in INTPA and 
international partnerships



Policy frame for SDG work in INTPA
• The SDGs are highlighted in key initiatives in the VdL Commission relevant to INTPA work, and 

should be made visible in their follow-up and implementation:
• Green Deal Communication: The Green Deal is an integral part of this Commission’s strategy to 

implement the SDGs.

• Towards a comprehensive Strategy with Africa Communication: Strengthened partnership contributes to 
the shared effort by EU and Africa to implement the 2030 Agenda by deepening cooperation in key 
areas: green transition; digital transformation; sustainable growth and jobs; peace and governance; 
migration and mobility. 

• A new EU-US agenda for global change Communication: The EU and the US should continue to support 
and speed up implementation of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development as a matter of joint 
priority.

• Multilateralism Communication: With the SDGs as guiding framework, EU will focus on strategic priorities 
and build on alliances with like-minded partners… The EU will promote global agendas such as, the UN 
2030 Agenda and its SDGs… The global recovery must be green, digital, inclusive, just, and sustainable. It 
must be geared towards the SDGs.

• Covid-19 Response Communication: EU global response to COVID-19 integrates strategic objectives the 
EU has set itself as regards the environment and climate, and stresses that the crisis is a reminder that the 
full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

• Global Gateway Communication:  It is s fully aligned with the UN’s 2030 Agenda and its SDGs. Global 
Gateway is a strategy to boost smart, clean and secure links in digital, energy and transport, and to 
strengthen health, education and research systems across the world. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/european-green-deal-communication_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/system/files/communication-eu-africa-strategy-join-2020-4-final_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/joint-communication-eu-us-agenda_en.pdf
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/en_strategy_on_strengthening_the_eus_contribution_to_rules-based_multilateralism.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52020JC0011
https://knowsdgs.jrc.ec.europa.eu/system/files/sdgmapper/mapping/311/aotarm_n5sGlTbKriH7E36PCKktVZZGHzfnRSPsmJNY/input/joint_communication_global_gateway.pdf


Integration of SDGs in the new Consensus

Integrate
systematically the 
social, economic

and environmental
dimensions of 

sustainable
development

Address the crucial 
nexuses

with external
policies

Migration      Security 

Humanitarian Climate

Coordinate better
between EU institutions 
and Member States

Think beyond ODA: domestic
resources, private sector
investment, sound policies

Ensure Policy Coherence
for Development

Focus on results and 
development effectiveness



Integration of SDGs in the new EU external instrument (Global Europe)
• Objectives: 
Art 3.1: contribute to the promotion of 
multilateralism, the achievement of the 
international commitments and objectives that 
the Union has agreed to, in particular the SDGs

• Thematic programming 
Art 4.3: thematic programmes shall encompass 
actions linked to the pursuit of the SDGs at 
global level; 
Art. 4.5: shall support global and trans-regional 
initiatives aimed towards achieving 
internationally agreed goals, in particular the 
SDGs

• Results and monitoring:
Art 12.3: indicators shall be based on 
internationally agreed targets and indicators, 
in particular those set out for the SDGs
Art 41: indicators, in line with the SDGs
indicators

• Programming principles:
Art 8.8: Programmes and actions shall address 
interlinkages between the SDGs, to promote 
integrated actions and co-benefits. 

• EFSD+: 
… in support of the objectives of the Instrument 
and in line with the SDGs

• Recitals: 
Multiple references to SDGs – e.g. 6, 10, 17, 19, 
36, 47, 49, 54, 63, 64,

• Annex VI on Key Performance indicators: 
In accordance with SDGs… 

• Annexes I-V:  
Multiple references to SDGs, 



Integrating SDGs upstream: MIPs, AAPs, ADs
• SDG implementation is integrated upstream: in the design  of Multiannual Indicative 

Programmes (MIPs), Action Documents, Team Europe initiatives, etc. 

• Programming guidelines:

• Example: MIP Pakistan: 

• Action document (AD) template : 



The new SDG Mapper Tool – used for the MIPs/TEIs
• Upon request by INTPA, JRC has recently created an online app: the SDG mapper. 
• Users in INTPA and DELs can access the tool, upload a (draft) document (MIP, TEI, AD…) and see which 

SDGs are relevant – easily and in real time.
• It is accessible to Member States and stakeholders (with EU Login). 
• Example : SDG mapping of a TEI (ASEAN Green), combining EU priorities with relevant SDGs (bubble

chart) and relevant SDGs (bar chart). 

•

https://knowsdgs.jrc.ec.europa.eu/sdgmapper


Assessments with the SDG mapper: SDGs in Team Europe 
initiatives



• A results framework 
responding to several 
needs: EU priorities, 
INTPA strategic plan, 
Global Europe – and 
also SDG commitments

SDGs in the Global Europe Results Framework (1)



SDGs in the Global Europe Results Framework (2)



The structure of the Annual Report is aligned with EU priorities and integrates the respective
SDGs – Example for the chapter on International Partnerships:

SDGs in the Annual Report 2021



SDG reporting in INTPA
• Consistent with OECD, INTPA has a system for reporting for ODA that includes an SDG field. 

• This SDG reporting information is aggregated and shown in a range of INTPA reports, in 
particular our Annual Reports. 



SDGs in INTPA Statistical Dashboard 



Next Annual Report will include new graphs on SDG 
reporting



3 – Towards the first EU Voluntary National 
Review at UN HLPF 2023 – internal and external 
SDG implementation and policy coherence



Main features UN HLPF 2022

• Ministerial Declaration for 2022 HLPF

• EU Key Messages – under negotiation in Council WP on the 2030 Agenda

• Council conclusions on SDGs and education for sustainable development

• EP resolution on SDGs

• Theme: “Building back better from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) while advancing the 
full implementation of the 2030 Agenda”

• SDGs under review: SDG4 education, SDG5 gender, SDG14 oceans, SDG15 biodiversity, 
SDG17 means of implementation

• Commissioner’s participation and EU high level side event. 



Towards the first EU Voluntary Review at UN HLPF 2023
• The EU Voluntary Review (‘EUVR’) should be a document of political significance, 

comprehensive in scope in terms of policy priorities. 

• It should reflect the collective effort of the EU and its Member States to SDG 
implementation.  

• It should also address governance/institutional issues (e.g. Better Regulation and policy 
coherence for sustainable development), monitoring and reporting issues, and involve 
consultation with stakeholders. 

• It should address (1) internal action on SDGs, (2) external action on SDGs, and (3) the 
internal/external coherence (spill-overs including on partner countries). 

• Within this broad scope, the external part of the EUVR will integrate planned multi-year 
reporting commitments: 

• Joint Synthesis Report (JSR) of the implementation of the Consensus by EU and Member States, 
thereby projecting the Team Europe approach globally at the UN, and

• Policy Coherence for Development (impacts on developing countries). 

• Questionnaire sent to Member States on their contribution to the SDGs. 



The 2023 EU VNR: presenting at global level how EU 
international partnerships contribute to the SDGs

Showing at the UN the contribution of Global Gateway to the SDGs 
(illustrative graph based on corporate SDG infographic)

Relevant SDGs

Showing at the UN the contribution of TEIs to the SDGs 
(illustration using infographic from the SDG mapper)

• Some examples: Team Europe initiatives and Global Gateway 
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