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Virtual Guidelines

If you want to be part 
of this conversation, 
please kindly follow 
these short guidelines.



Ground rules



Schedule





Cultural relativity





« There is no fundamental difference 

in the ways of  thinking of  primitive 

and civilized man. »







« An observer will see the bizarre

developments of behavior only in

alien cultures, not his own. »



« Body Ritual Among the Nacirema »



« My dream would be a 

multicultural society, one that is

diverse and where every man, 

woman and child are treated

equally. I dream of  a world where

all people of  all races work together

in harmony. »

Multiculturalism



« This multicultural 

approach, saying that we 

simply live side by side and 

live happily with each other 

has failed. Utterly failed. »

Multiculturalism



Multiculturalism



Multiculturalism and Pluralism









Multiculturalism



« Dialogue starts from the courageous 

willingness to know and be known by 

others. It is the painstaking and persistent 

effort to remove all obstacles that obscure 

our common humanity.»

Dialogue

















« The idea of  cultural 

relativism is nothing but an 

excuse to violate human 

rights. »



Human rights vs cultural rights



Irreparable physical harm



Irreparable physical harm







Domestic violence



Honor killing



Irreparable physical harm



Irreparable physical harm



Irreparable physical harm





Irreparable physical harm

















Child trafficking



« There are over one million child prostitutes across the globe. It is estimated that 

there are 20 000 under-age prostitutes in Thailand, 575 000 in India, and 500 000 in 

Brazil.

Theoretically, universal human rights must take precedence over any demand for 

cultural rights. In practice, however, the actual enforcement of  human rights laws 

that conflict with other cultural values and practices can be more messy and

complex than it is often conceptualised. Essentially, universal human rights 

accommodate, recognise and promote cultural rights; however, the latter ends at a 

point where its observance is likely to result in the violation of  the fundamental 

human rights of  others. »

Irreparable physical harm



Child trafficking



Child labour



Child labour



Irreparable physical harm

Pets

Wild
animals

Livestock

Entertainment









Irreparable physical harm



Irreparable psychological harm?



« Give me four years to teach

the children and the seed I 

have sown will never be

uprooted. »













« We must take sides. Neutrality helps 

the oppressor, never the victim. Silence  

encourages the tormentor, never the  

tormented. »



Cultural dilemmas



Cultural dilemmas: 

What do you feel about this? What might you do?



Cognitive and ethical development



The Perry scheme of ethical development

Dualism Multiplicity Contextual

Relativism

Commitment within 

Relativism



Dualist thinking



Multiple perspectives

MIT optical illusion



Contextual relativity



Committed relativity





« Cultural relativity is actually a moral  

theory that gives a central place to 

one value: tolerance. »





Cultural values

E.U. Values

?



IF

THEN



« Robust civility »



Civil responsibility



Education



« All opinions are not equal. Some 

are a very great deal more robust, 

sophisticated and well supported in 

logic and argument than others. »



Cultural dilemmas



Cultural dilemmas:



Cultural dilemmas:



Beyond Right and Wrong
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