
RESOURCES  
Forest Partnerships with the European 
Union – brochure
A concise brochure (4 pages in A5 format) on Forest Partnerships, the 
long-term political commitment between the European Union and 
partner  countries to protect, restore and ensure the sustainable use 
of the world’s forests.
English

Forest for the Future Facility (F4) – brochure
A concise brochure (4 pages in A4 format) on the Forest for the Future 
Facility (F4) launched in 2020, to assist DG INTPA in implementing EU 
global forest policy objectives and actions, linked to protecting and 
supporting the sustainable use of forests. F4 services are available 
to partner countries and EU Delegations through INTPA F2 for both 
remote and in-country technical assistance.
English 
 

 

INFORMATION 
BY COUNTRY
Forest Partnership – country factsheet 
An engaging 2-pages profile based on the Memorandum of 
Understanding for a Forest Partnership with the European Union, 
as well as a banner (see also videos below). Forests Partnerships are 
part of the EU Global Gateway strategy to boost sustainable links for 
the people and for the planet.   
Republic of the Congo, Guyana, Mongolia, Uganda, Zambia
English French Spanish 

#ForestPartnerships
#EUGreenDeal

Our future  
is in our hands  
and in our trees

FOREST PARTNERSHIPS
WITH THE EUROPEAN UNION

Do you want to know more?
European Commission, Directorate General  
for International Partnerships, Unit F2 
– Environment, Natural Resources, Water. 

The Forests for the Future Facility (F4) provides  
technical support to contribute to healthy forest  
ecosystems and forest-related value chains in  
Asia, Africa, the Caribbean and Latin America.

EU International  
Partnerships - Forests ©
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A comprehensive approach  
to sustain the world’s forests
Forest Partnerships are a long-term political commitment 
between the European Union and partner countries to 
protect, restore and ensure the sustainable use of the world’s 
forests. Forest Partnerships address the challenges related 
to deforestation, climate change and loss of biodiversity 
through a comprehensive, holistic and integrated approach, 
in support of inclusive national development.

Goals

#ForOurPlanet  #GlobalGateway

Forest Partnerships
with the European Union

 

 Protect, restore, and  
sustainably manage forests

 Develop forest-related value  
chains and create jobs 

 Reduce deforestation 

 Promote trade in legal and  
sustainable wood products

Our future is in our hands and in our trees

PUBLICATIONS AND RESOURCES

https://europa.eu/capacity4dev/sustainable-forests/documents/forest-partnerships-european-union-depliant
https://europa.eu/capacity4dev/sustainable-forests/documents/forests-future-facility-brochure
https://europa.eu/capacity4dev/sustainable-forests/discussions/forest-partnerships-european-union-communication-material


INFORMATION  
BY SECTOR
Women and forests – Quick Tips
This Quick Tips on Making EU forest action more gender 
inclusive contributes to efforts to mainstream gender in all EU-
supported action on forests and achieve more impact through 
a series of practical tips. It is the first of a series of forest-
related Quick Tips.
English

F4 Digests 
A selection the latest news and resources about EU action 
to step up protection and restoration of the world’s forests. 
F4 Digests are published on the occasion of international 
days related to forestry and forests value chains (i.e. World 
Forest Day, Biodiversity Day, Micro- Small and Medium-sized 
Enterprises Day, International Day of the World’s Indigenous 
People, World Soil Day).
English

INSPIRATIONAL 
STORIES
Forest People – interviews 
Short interviews/portraits with forests professionals, 
indigenous forest people, EU forest action implementers, etc., 
with a special attention to countries where a Forest Partnership 
is in the make.
English French Spanish 

Feature stories
Captivating stories with 
photos (400-500 words) 
illustrating EU-supported 
forest actions in partners 
countries.
English

QUICK TIPS

Over one billion men and women depend on forest 
resources for their livelihoods, and forests provide 
goods, services, employment and income to an 
estimated 2.5 billion people worldwide. 

For several reasons - cultural, social, economic and 
institutional - women often have less access to and 
control over forest resources and enjoy fewer eco-
nomic opportunities. The wood sector, for instance, 
continues to be male-dominated. Women often work 
in the informal economy, are paid less than men, their 
knowledge is not adequately valued, and their roles 
often are less well recognised. As a result, their contri-
bution to the sector does not reach its full potential.

EU forest support could have a greater impact – 
and contribute towards delivering on Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) – if gender equality 
were placed at the heart of forest policies, political 
dialogue and programmes.

This Quick Tips document contributes to efforts to 
mainstream gender in all EU-supported action on 
forests and achieve more impact through a series of 
practical tips.
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MAKING EU  
FOREST ACTION  
MORE GENDER  
INCLUSIVE

Women in forest communities 
derive half of their income 
from forests, while men derive 
only a third Source: FAO, 2014

1 – Making EU Forest Action more gender inclusive

Interview with Cristina Coc 
Q’eqchi Maya community leader, Belize

Why do forests matter to you? 
Forests matter because it is the home to many indigenous peoples 
globally including the Q’eqchi and Mopan Maya of Southern Belize. 
As forest dwelling, forest dependent  people, our entire identity, 
livelihood and spirituality comes from the sacred Tzul-Taqua 
(mountains and the valleys). The forest is a sacred element, as is 
the water, air and earth. We source everything from the forest to 
make our shelters, our medicine, plant and grow our food. It is 
in the Forest that we teach our children of our practices, beliefs, 
language, values and cosmovision. The forest matters to me 
because it is the sacred gift from the creator to sustain our lives, 
grow our corn and beans, and raise our children.

What are the main challenges to forests in your area today?
Belize is certainly blessed with natural landscapes including 
southern Belize where a very vibrant biodiverse rainforest 
remains the home of indigenous Peoples. Like forests 
everywhere in this world, the forest is under threat. Some of 
the main drivers of deforestation include massive large scale 
mechanised monocrop farming and cattle ranching, logging, 
purchase into private property, and tourism.  Among the Maya 
communities their land tenure has become insecure after 
massive logging concessions, oil exploration concessions and 
land sales. The Maya peoples’ rights to their traditional lands  
continues to be denied even as the Caribbean Court of Justice 
affirmed these rights in 2015.

What is your idea of sustainable forest management?
Sustainable forest management is not a term commonly used 
among the Maya but certainly a concept of practice in the very 
relationship Maya people have with their lands and forests. The 
use, occupation and guardianship of the forest is built on a system of 
reciprocity with each other and with our environment. We use only what 
we need, we sustain for the enjoyment of our children’s children, we teach 
respect, value and care through our spirituality. When we have to pierce the face 
of mother earth to sow our corn seeds, we ask in reverence for permission by 
burning our sacred copal and offering gratitude for giving us life. 

The Proust Questionnaire 
Freely inspired by a parlour game popularised  
by the French novelist Marcel Proust 

Your chief characteristic?
Perhaps being an advocate

What do you appreciate most in people?
What I appreciate most from anyone is 
understanding and kindness

Your idea of happiness?
My idea of happiness is swinging in a 
hammock under a tree with my beautiful kids 
talking about anything that interests them and 
exploring our wildest childlike imaginations.

Your greatest fear? War 

If not yourself, who would you like to be?
If not yourself, who would you like to be? 
If not myself, I would like to be a builder, 
designing homes that are eco-friendly and 

engineering buildings that maintain to the 
greatest extent the integrity of the natural 

environment. 

Your favourite tree?
The Ceiba, the tree of life  

for the Maya people.  
The majestic Yaxche.

Our future is in our hands and in our trees
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Interview avec Alfred Nkodia 
APV FLEGT, République du Congo

Pourquoi les forêts sont-elles importantes pour vous ?
Les forêts sont une ressource ayant des valeurs 
inestimables. Des milliers de personnes, des économies 
nationales et l’environnement planétaire en dépendent. 
Au Congo -Brazzaville, où la forêt recouvre 69% de 
la superficie nationale, donne toute l’importance 
stratégique de cette ressource renouvelable. 

Quels sont les principaux défis pour  
les forêts dans votre région aujourd’hui ?
Le principal défi pour les forêts reste leur préservation 
sur tous les plans. En effet, la forêt congolaise est 
en proie à une dégradation continue, à une gestion 
illégale de ses ressources, en plus de leur faible 
valorisation. 

Quelle est votre idée de gestion durable des forêts ?
La gestion durable des forêts suppose une exploitation 
devant se faire pour le long terme, en impliquant 
les communautés qui en dépendent directement 
tout en garantissant de faibles déséquilibres 
environnementaux. La gestion durable suppose de 
diversifier l’exploitation des ressources forestières, 
en ne se focalisant pas que sur le bois. De même, 
il faudrait une transformation poussée au 
niveau local de ces ressources pour créer plus 
d’emplois, de revenus au niveau local. 

Le Questionnaire de Proust 
Librement inspiré d’un jeu de société popularisé 
par le romancier français Marcel Proust 

Votre caractéristique  
principale ?
Flexible et tolérant.

Ce que vous appréciez  
le plus chez les gens ?
La loyauté.

Votre idée du bonheur ?
Ne pas faire souffrir les autres.

Votre plus grande peur ?
L’Echec.

Si ce n’était pas vous,  
qui seriez-vous ?
Un oiseau. 

Votre arbre préféré ?
Le longhi rouge.

Our future is in our hands and in our trees
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Joignez le groupe  
Sustainable Forests for the Future

Interview with Dennis David Kavuma 
Uganda Timber Growers Association (UTGA)

Why do forests matter to you? 
Forests are a public good. Apart from cleaning the air we breathe 
and our water, holding the soil, sequestering carbon from the 
atmosphere and being home to a multitude of biodiversity, they 
provide the world’s most environmentally friendly, sustainable 
renewable resource which is wood that humans can use for energy, 
and products used in everyday life for shelter, food, logistics etc

What are the main challenges to forests in your area today?
They include forest degradation and deforestation due to expanding 
agricultural activities, construction development and energy.

What is your idea of sustainable forest management?
This is a planned and deliberate effort undertaken to grow trees, 
manage them, harvest and replant. It entails turning the wood value 
chain into a cycle. It also supports the protection and conservation of 
natural forests and juxtaposing this with the establishment of forest 
plantations to provide timber, poles and fuel wood to support the 
value chain.

How can sustainable forestry contribute to create jobs  
and income?
The promotion of commercial wood value chains is premised on 
the long-term planning of raising fast growing straight trees and 
harvesting them in a manner that optimises efficiency, uses all the 
wood material available to make wood products. This requires a 
dedicated and skilled labour force that has been trained and has 
expertise in silviculture, forest management, harvesting and wood 
processing .

The Proust
Questionnaire 
Freely inspired by a parlour  
game popularised by the French  
novelist Marcel Proust 

Your chief characteristic?
I put effort in trying to be more 
understanding.

What do you appreciate  
most in people?
Humility is the most virtuous.

Your idea of happiness?
Good health and no debt.

Your greatest fear?
I fear being the source of 
primary disappointment. It 
is nice to add value to other 
people or situations.

If not yourself, who  
would you like to be?
Barack Obama.

Your favourite tree?
Pinus auracaria.

Our future is in our hands and in our trees
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Interview with….     

Why do forests matter to you? 

What are the main challenges to forests in your area today?

What is your idea of sustainable forest management?

How can sustainable forestry contribute to create jobs and income?

Which forest-related achievement do you admire most?

The Forests for the Future Facility (F4) provides technical support to contribute to healthy 
forest ecosystems and forest related value chains in Asia, Africa, the Caribbean and Latin 
America. The Facility is managed by DG International Partnerships Unit F2 – Environment, 
Natural Resources, Water.

This publication was produced with the financial support of the European Union. Its 
contents are the sole responsibility of The Forest for the Future Facility and do not 
necessarily represent the official view of the European Union.

Interview with Alfred Nkodia 
FLEGT VPA, Republic of the Congo

Why do forests matter to you?
Forests are a priceless resource. Thousands of people, 
national economies and the global environment depend 
on them. Congo-Brazzaville, in which 69% of the land is 
covered by forests, recognises the enormous strategic 
importance of this renewable resource. 

What are the main challenges to forests  
in your area today?
The main challenge to forests is their conservation  
at all levels. The Congolese forest suffers from 
continuous degradation, illegal management of its 
resources as well as poor use of those same resources. 

What do you understand sustainable forest 
development to mean?
The sustainable development of forests means taking 
a long-term approach to their exploitation, involving 
the communities that directly depend on them 
while guaranteeing low environmental imbalances. 
Sustainable development means diversifying the 
exploitation of forest resources, not just focusing  
on logging. Additionally, these resources should be 
processed extensively at local level, to create more 
jobs and income locally. 

The Proust Questionnaire 
Freely inspired by a parlour game popularised  
by the French novelist Marcel Proust 

Your chief characteristic?
Flexible and tolerant.

What do you appreciate  
most in people?
Loyalty.

Your idea of happiness?
Not causing harm to others.

Your greatest fear?
Failure.

If not yourself,  
who would you like to be?
A bird. 

Your favourite tree?
African star apple tree.

Our future is in our hands and in our trees
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Sustainable Forests for the Future

Fo
re

st
 P

eo
ple Portraits no. 4/2022

https://europa.eu/capacity4dev/sustainable-forests/documents/why-gender-matters-forests-quick-tips
https://europa.eu/capacity4dev/sustainable-forests/discussions/forests-future-facility-f4-communication-and-webinars
https://europa.eu/capacity4dev/sustainable-forests/discussions/forests-future-facility-f4-communication-and-webinars
https://europa.eu/capacity4dev/sustainable-forests/discussions/forests-future-facility-f4-communication-and-webinars


VIDEOS
Forest Partnerships with  
the European Union – animation
This 2’min video presents the Forest Partnerships, a 
comprehensive approach to sustain the world’s forests.  
Forest Partnerships are a long-term political commitment  
by the European Union (EU) and its partners to protect,  
restore and ensure the sustainable use of the world’s forests -  
It presents why they’re needed and what they’re all about.
English  French Spanish Portuguese (subtitles)

Forest Partnerships with  
the European Union – country videos 
These 1’min videos present the Forest Partnership between  
a partner country and the European Union (EU) highlighting  
the main aspects and goals of the partnership.
Republic of the Congo, Guyana, Mongolia, Uganda, Zambia
English   French (subtitles)

TRAINING 
MATERIALS 
Forest related webinars 
Webinars aiming to enhance the knowledge on forestry  
and forests value chains, specifically aimed at EU Delegations 
and HQ. They are part of the series of webinars on  
“European Green Deal - Greening EU cooperation”.
English

The EU-funded Forests for the Future Facility (F4) provides technical support to 
contribute to healthy forest ecosystems and forest-related value chains in Asia, 
Africa, the Caribbean and Latin America. The Facility is managed by  
DG International Partnerships Unit F2 – Environment, Natural Resources, Water.

This publication was produced with the financial 
support of the European Union. Its contents are the sole 
responsibility of the Forests for the Future Facility and do 
not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union.

https://europa.eu/capacity4dev/sustainable-forests/photo-albums/forest-partnerships-video-animation
https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/video/I-232652
https://europa.eu/capacity4dev/sustainable-forests/discussions/forest-partnerships-european-union-communication-material
https://europa.eu/capacity4dev/sustainable-forests/discussions/forest-partnerships-european-union-communication-material
https://europa.eu/capacity4dev/public-environment-climate/wiki/eu-trainings
https://europa.eu/capacity4dev/sustainable-forests/discussions/forests-future-facility-f4-communication-and-webinars
https://www.switchtogreen.eu/forest-for-the-future-facility/
https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/home_en

