
RESOURCES AND GUIDELINES
The Alliance for a changing world (2007-2022)
This final publication gives an overview of the Global Climate Change 
Alliance Plus (GCCA+) a flagship initiative of the European Union giving an 
overview of 15 years of climate change cooperation over four continents, 
with lessons learned that can be useful to define and deliver tailored, 
practical actions that build resilience and encourage mitigation actions. 
They can help future actions in meaningfully designing, implementing and 
communicating climate response.
English

Results 2007-2022
This publication gives an overview of the main results and outputs Global 
Climate Change Alliance Plus (GCCA+) a flagship initiative of the European 
Union giving an overview of  15 years of climate change cooperation over 
four continents. 
English

Guides on monitoring and evaluation of climate adaptation action
The Quick Guide is a fast read to improve the design and implemen¬tation 
of actions that have climate change adaptation as a main or significant 
objective. An extended version, the “Practical Guide for Monitoring and 
Evaluation of adaptation action” illustrates in detail, with practical steps and 
examples, the key findings from the review of the 15 GCCA/GGCA+ national 
and regional projects.
English

Impact and Sustainability reports
The Impact and Sustainability Report (main report and 21 country reports) 
describes direct and indirect impacts achieved by 21 projects supported 
between 2009 and 2017 by the Global Climate Change Alliance Plus (EU 
GCCA+). It provides a comparison of actual and expected impacts, a 
description of the levels of sustainability as well as drivers of successes and 
failures in terms of impact and sustainability. A useful tool for managers 
and implementers it also contains recommendations for design and 
implementation of future projects.
English

Communication and Knowledge management guidelines
The Communication and Knowledge management guidelines  
on the GCCA + visual identity, communicating GCCA+, telling the 
GCCA+ story,  EU Visibility: the most frequently asked questions, GCCA+ 
Knowledge Management, and useful links.  
Updated in 2021 with tips on climate change communication.
English     French
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INFORMATION BY SECTOR

GCCA+ Review of Climate issues

A thematic magazine on the main topics related to climate 
chance with articles, features stories, case studies, best 
practices and the GCCA+ barometer with data on the 
involvement of the GCCA+ Programme. 11 issues published 
between 2019 and 2023.

English     French

Thematic Factsheets

Ten thematic factsheets were published between March 2020 
and February 2022 giving an overview of EU international 
climate action and GCCA+ programmes and actions. The 
themes are: Forests and trees for climate, Women for Climate, 
Oceans and Coasts, Managing waste for climate, Energy for 
Climate, Water for Climate, Smart Agriculture for Climate, 
Reducing Climate Disasters, Finance for Climate.

English     French

INSPIRATIONAL STORIES

Feature stories collection

“Stories from a Changing World”, four editions.  
These publications contain a collection of original features 
produced by the GCCA+ Support Facility as well as stories 
produced by the national programmes from 2019 to 2022.

English     French

In-depth stories 

A series of five magazine like in-depth features with beautiful 
images and examples of best practices form GCCA+ projects: 
The Quiet Achievers: Saving the world’s mangroves,  
The Guardians of Life: Women at the forefront of climate 
action, Water: The hidden climate crisis, The Nature-based 
solutions,  Is blue really the new green? 

English    

MANAGING WASTE  
FOR CLIMATE

KEY ISSUES

Waste generation goes hand in hand with rapid 

urbanization, growing populations and rising incomes. 

According to the World Bank, waste generation levels 

are set to grow by 70% to around 3.40 billion tonnes 

per year by 2050, with 35% of the world’s waste in 

sub-Saharan Africa. In 2016, waste treatment and dis-

posal contributed around 5% of global greenhouse 

gas emissions (GHGs). Without concrete and effective 

actions, these emissions will almost double by 2050.

Poor waste management disproportionately affects 

the poor. In low-income countries less than 70% of 

waste is collected and children exposed are prone to 

diarrhea and acute respiratory infections.

Improved waste management generates significant public 

health benefits. The way ahead is resource efficiency, 

waste prevention, and secondary raw material 

use - all of which reduce GHG emissions and contribute 

to global climate change mitigation.

GCCA+ ACTIONS 

In 2018 the scope of Global Climate Change Alliance 

Plus (GCCA+) support was extended to include mitiga-

tion actions such as reducing emission from solid waste. 

14 GCCA+ projects covering 13 countries tackle one or 

more elements of waste management.  

Solid wastes when appropriately managed can be an 

economic asset providing secondary raw materials, 

instead of generating chemicals and pollutants 

threatening ecosystem services, contaminating water 

supplies and air quality. GCCA+ programmes on solid 

waste management are supporting better collection, 

recycling, composting, disposal systems as well as 

waste prevention and monitoring.

GCCA+ programmes have also targeted small-scale and 

large scale biogas plants to convert organic waste 

from agricultural and livestock production. Moreover a 

monitoring system for the waste sector is being set up 

in Nigeria, as well as a wastewater treatment for 

irrigation purposes in Djibouti. 

#GCCAPlus #EUClimateAction #EUGreenDeal 
2020

GCCA+ The Alliance for a changing world

Liberia: the huge fight of a small country 

Home to around 320,000 people, Paynesville is a fast-growing urban sprawl which 

suffers from poor sewage, drainage, lack of clean water and waste management 

infrastructure. In 2014 the city - along with much of West Africa - was hit by the 

deadly Ebola outbreak.

The GCCA+ has stepped in to help with a programme to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions and improve access to sanitation through more sustainable urban sol-

id waste collection and disposal. The programme aims at improving solid waste 

collection, scaling up recycling and composting, and building a state-of-the-art 

landfill site to minimise greenhouse gas emissions as well as using methane for 

power generation. 

See the full story on gcca.eu/stories

Cleaning up in the fight against climate change in Paynesville, Liberia © EU GCCA+  

YOUTH FOR CLIMATE

KEY ISSUES

Climate change is here. It is the world’s 2.3 bil-

lion children below 18 years of age who will suffer 

the worst of global warming’s impacts. 301 million 

of these represent more than half of the world’s 

poorest people who survive on less than two dollars 

per day. Climate change impacts threaten the future 

socio-economic stability and health of today’s youth. 

With so much at stake, children have begun to galva-

nize and mobilized the world’s largest ever protests. 

In September 2019 in 150 countries and 4500 lo-

cations led by the world’s youngest citizens,  

6-7.6 million people called for rapid climate action.

If education holds the key to empowerment, then in-

tegrating climate awareness into primary and 

secondary curricula will prepare today’s children for 

a climate changed world, and train them to be better 

stewards of the world’s precious global commons, than 

were their parents and grandparents.

GCCA+ LESSONS LEARNING 

In the Global Climate Change Alliance Plus (GCCA+) 

global portfolio, 24 programmes target youth and  youth 

education. Programmes have successfully introduced 

climate change into school curricula, including 

tree planting and seedling production programmes in  

Tanzania, 3Rs (reduce, reuse and recycle) lessons in Li-

beria and Nigeria, and forestry education in Cape Verde 

and the DRC.

Awareness raising considers local needs and con-

texts. Mangrove education and outreach programmes 

target youth in Guyana, Suriname, and Belize. In Kiriba-

ti and Tonga, sensitizing teachers about health risks 

and water conservation is educating youth and building 

resilience.

Other actions include using innovative communica-

tion tools such as comic strips in Mali and Comoros, 

and training youth groups in Timor Leste and in  

Suriname.

#GCCAPlus #EUClimateAction #EUGreenDeal 
2020
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Protecting the forest  

from an early age in DRC

“Batela zamba, tokobatela zamba, toloni nzete, tokobatela zamba” 

– let’s protect our forests and plant trees – has become new the 

favourite song for children in Yangambi.

Children and youth in Yangambi, Democratic Republic of Congo 

(DRC), are learning to protect the forest and take care of the en-

vironment at school. An innovative environmental education pro-

gram, supported by the European Union through GCCA+, helps stu-

dents in forest communities to understand the importance of using 

natural resources sustainably and encourages them to take action 

from young age.

See the full story on gcca.eu/stories

The facilitators of the program are recent graduates and master students in sustain-

able forest management. Photo: Axel Fassio/CIFOR

FORESTS AND TREES
FOR CLIMATE

KEY ISSUES
Forests support the livelihoods of more than 1 billion 

people living in extreme poverty and provide paid em-

ployment for over 100 million people. They are home 

to more than 80 percent of the world’s terrestrial 

biodiversity and provide ecosystem services such as 

air and water filtration services.  

Forests are integral to the climate change story. Ex-

tensive land clearing to make way for make way for 

commercial agriculture, roads and cities has diminished 

carbon sinks while emitting millions of tonnes of CO2 

into the atmosphere. Standing trees remove carbon 

from the atmosphere and protect land, coastlines 

and watersheds. 

Forest management is multidimensional and often 

involves difficult cross-sectoral policy questions, includ-

ing international politics, economic governance and hu-

man rights, i.e. deforestation by illegal charcoal burners 

lacking alternative livelihoods; reluctance to invest in 

tree planting because of insecure land tenure. 

GCCA+ LESSONS LEARNING 

The Global Climate Change Alliance Plus (GCCA+) 

portfolio offers insights into approaches that effective-

ly support adaptation and mitigation while improv-

ing social wellbeing and economic prosperity. GCCA+ 

programmes have refined techniques to plant and 

restore mangroves as coastal defences against 

rising seas and storm surges. Many countries now 

combine sea-defence infrastructure with this ecosys-

tem-based solution.

Across such projects GCCA+ approaches highlight how 

community engagement is necessary to build con-

fidence that future benefits need time to mature. In-

terim measures can be necessary to support livelihoods 

in such cases.

GCCA+ learning suggests external policies and decisions 

can impact outcomes, e.g under REDD+ frameworks, 

the GCCA+ has been faced with uncertainties around 

international finance streams and land tenure risks that 

may yet impact community support.

#GCCAPlus #EUClimateAction #EUGreenDeal 
2020
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Sierra Leone’s illegal charcoal burners

Timber logging is the main cause of destruction of the Sierra 

Leone’s forest. The National Protected Area Authority (NPAA) 

struggles hard every day to keep the forest intact notably by 

dismantling the pits.

These REDD+ activities, were part of the EU flagship initiative 

GCCA+ and the EU Delegation to Sierra Leone in 2017, received 

an Environmental Award for the REDD+ project achievements. 

See the full story on gcca.eu/stories

Photo: In the hills of the Western Area Forest Reserve in Sierra Leone, 

Jonathan Bundu, a photojournalist from Climate Tracker, contracted by the 

GCCA+ accompanies forest rangers in charge of protecting the forest from 

poachers involved in the illegal charcoal business.

www.gcca.eu
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VIDEOS

Explore 360° EU climate action

Around the world in (more than) 80 programmes 
is an amazing virtual exhibition that allows 360º 
navigation in an imaginary panorama hand 
drawn by an artist in five main environments 
(ocean, fields, forest, desert, buildings). Clicking 
on the panorama “brings to life” sensitive spots 
that illustrate to EU climate action.

English

GCCA+ animated timeline 

A video animation with the Brief History of the 
Global Climate Change Alliance. The planet is 
warming, we are seeing its effect in temperature 
rise and extreme weather patterns. Since 2007 
the Global Climate Change Alliance works to 
address those issues. The collaboration between 
the EU and the countries most vulnerable to 
climate change has brought together an Alliance 
of more than 100 countries.

English

TRAINING MATERIALS 

Training modules

A series of 8 training modules developed by the 
GCCA+ Support Facility for capacity-building 
services on the main issues related to climate 
change cooperation projects.

English

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XIJjeNw9ZA0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=svwsPPv87y0&t=189s
https://europa.eu/capacity4dev/gcca-community/wiki/6-trainings
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XIJjeNw9ZA0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=svwsPPv87y0&t=189s
https://europa.eu/capacity4dev/gcca-community/wiki/6-trainings

