
Tracking Progress of African Agriculture  
Toward CAADP Targets
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ReSAKSS has been established under IFPRI’s program to promote evidence-based policy planning and implementation under CAADP. The program also 
includes the facilitation of analytical work to support the preparation of country roundtables and the African Growth and Development Policy Modeling 
Consortium (AGRODEP). It has received funding from the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the UK Department for International 
Development (DFID), the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. To ensure that 
ReSAKSS activities remain relevant to the priorities of CAADP and to help African countries achieve greater growth and faster poverty reduction, ReSAKSS 
has established steering committees chaired by AUC and NPCA at the Africa-wide level and by COMESA, ECOWAS, and SADC for ReSAKSS-ECA, ReSAKSS-
WA, and ReSAKSS-SA, respectively. The steering committees, whose members include representatives of the different CAADP stakeholders at the respective 
levels, will continue to provide political and strategic guidance to ReSAKSS.

Technical Coordination and Governance

Created and maintained online platforms, including  
a website (www.resakss.org) and e-newsletter/blog  
(www.resakss.wordpress.com) that allow easy access to 
data, tools, analysis, news, knowledge products, and links 
to resources on CAADP implementation and other African 
agricultural and rural development strategies

Developed a framework for monitoring and evaluating 
(M&E) CAADP at all levels and conducted data collection and 
analysis to monitor country-level progress toward CAADP 
benchmark targets, with results published annually in one 
continental and three subregional flagship ReSAKSS annual 
trends and outlook reports

Provided technical assistance to establish country SAKSS 
nodes in Malawi, Mozambique, Rwanda, and Uganda

Assisted with growth and investment analysis for the country 
CAADP compacts and technical reviews of the national 
agricultural investment plans during the CAADP country 
roundtable processes, which by the end of 2010 witnessed 
22 countries signing their country CAADP compacts and 18 
developing national agricultural investment plans

Established a Working Paper series and an Issue Brief series 
to analyze key growth and poverty reduction issues in Africa, 
and by the end of 2010, published 30 Working Papers and 17 
Issue Briefs

Trained or facilitated training of several researchers, policy 
analysts, and development professionals in data collection 
and different topics related to agricultural policy analysis

s
 

s
 

s
 

s
 

s
 

s
 

ReSAKSS will continue working to produce timely and relevant 
information to guide the planning, implementation, and 
evaluation needs of CAADP at the continental and regional 
levels. To strengthen the capacity for addressing these 
needs at the country level, ReSAKSS will focus on providing 
technical assistance for the establishment of a country-owned 
knowledge support system (Country SAKSS) following the 

signing of a country’s CAADP compact and as part of the 
implementation of its national agricultural investment plan 
(NAIP). ReSAKSS will then provide technical and analytical 
support to the Country SAKSS to make the NAIP’s M&E 
framework fully operational and consistent with the overall 
CAADP M&E framework, to undertake strategic analysis,  
and to prepare annual trends and outlook reports.

ReSAKSS Accomplishments: 2007–2010
Since 2007 when it was established, ReSAKSS has provided strategic and monitoring analysis to guide 
implementation and track progress and performance of CAADP. Major accomplishments include the following:

ReSAKSS Work Plan: 2011–2015

www.resakss.org    |    www.resakss.wordpress.com

ReSAKSS-Africa Wide
Samuel Benin, Coordinator 
International Food Policy Research 
Institute (IFPRI) 
2033 K St., NW 
Washington, DC 20006-1002 
USA
Tel: +1-530-400-5734 
s.benin@cgiar.org 
resakss-africa@cgiar.org

ReSAKSS-East and Central Africa
Joseph Karugia, Coordinator 
International Livestock Research 
Institute (ILRI) 
P.O. Box 30709 
Nairobi, Kenya 
Tel: + 254 (20) 422 3000 
j.karugia@cgiar.org

ReSAKSS-Southern Africa
Emmanuel Musaba, Coordinator 
International Water Management 
Institute (IWMI) 
Private Bag X813 
Silverton 0127 
Pretoria, South Africa 
Tel: +27 (0)12 845 9100 
Fax: +27 (0)12 845 9110 
e.musaba@cgiar.org 

ReSAKSS-West Africa
Mbaye Yade, Coordinator 
International Institute for Tropical 
Agriculture (IITA) Oyo Road, Ibadan, 
Oyo State, Nigeria 
International Mailing Address:
C/o IITA Limited
Carolyn House, 26 Dingwall Road
Croydon, CR9 3EE United Kingdom
Tel: + 234 (2) 241 2626 
m.yade@cgiar.org

IFPRI CAADP Support Program
Ousmane Badiane 
International Food Policy Research 
Institute (IFPRI) 
2033 K St., NW 
Washington, DC 20006-1002 
USA
Tel: +1-202-8625650
o.badiane@cgiar.org 

ReSAKSS Contacts

CAADP 
Processes
Where is each country in the 
process of implementing 
the Comprehensive Africa 
Agriculture Development 
Programme (CAADP)? 

Which countries have held 
their roundtables, signed 
compacts, developed national 
agricultural investment 
plans (NAIPs), and organized 
business meetings to raise 
funds for the NAIPs?

Investment in 
Agriculture
How much are African 
governments and their 
development partners 
allocating to agriculture? 

Which governments are 
following the CAADP 10 
percent budgetary allocation 
guideline?

Agricultural 
Growth
Is agricultural growth 
increasing in African 
countries?

How close are countries to the 
CAADP 6 percent agricultural 
GDP growth target or to their 
specific required agricultural 
growth?

Poverty 
Reduction and 
Food Security
What is the prevalence 
of malnutrition and 
undernourishment in  
African countries?

Which countries are on track 
to meet the first Millennium 
Development Goal of halving 
poverty and hunger by 2015?
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review and 
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Investment 
program 
design

Second annual 
review
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Government 

launch process

Roundtable 
Signing of 
Compact

Stocktaking,  
Growth, and 
Investment 

Analysis

Agreement on 
financing plan, 

instruments, and  
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Execution of 
investment 
programs

First annual 
review

Cabinet 
Memo and 

Endorsement

Establishment of 
Country Steering 

and Technical 
Committees

Key Stages in CAADP 
Roundtable Process



ReSAKSS is a knowledge management platform offering easily accessible,  
high-quality analysis, data, and tools to farmers, researchers, policymakers,  
and development professionals to promote evidence-based decisionmaking,  
improve awareness of agriculture’s role in poverty reduction and food and 
nutrition security, promote dialogue, and facilitate the review, learning,  
and adoption of best practices associated with the CAADP Agenda. ReSAKSS 
operates as a multicountry network of collaborating partners represented 
by regional web-based platforms that provide access to open data sources, 
analysis, and readily available tools and research evidence for informing 
agricultural and poverty-reduction strategies. 

ReSAKSS helps to strengthen ongoing policy dialogue at the continental, 
regional, and national levels to influence future strategic directions in African 
agricultural development for greater and better distributed growth, poverty 
reduction, and food and nutrition security.

ReSAKSS is organized around four 
nodes of operation:
One is at the continental or Africa-wide level 
(ReSAKSS-AW) and three are at the subregional 
level—eastern and central Africa (ReSAKSS-ECA), 
southern Africa (ReSAKSS-SA), and western Africa 
(ReSAKSS-WA). The International Food Policy 
Research Institute (IFPRI) and the Consultative 
Group of International Agricultural Research 
(CGIAR) Africa-based centers facilitate operation 
of the nodes in partnership with the NEPAD 
Planning and Coordinating Agency (NPCA), the 
African Union Commission (AUC), the Regional 
Economic Communities (RECs), and a network 
of national and other regional and international 
organizations. The Africa-based CGIAR centers and 
the RECs include the following: the International Livestock 
Research Institute (ILRI) and the Common Market of Eastern and Southern 
Africa (COMESA) for ReSAKSS-ECA; the International Water Management 
Institute (IWMI) and the Southern African Development Community (SADC) for 
ReSAKSS-SA; and the International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA) and 
the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) for ReSAKSS-WA.

ReSAKSS was established as a direct response to the growing demand for 
credible information and analysis during the design of the Comprehensive 
Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP). 

Evidence- and outcome-based planning and implementation 
of agricultural-sector policies and strategies in Africa 
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Basic Structure of ReSAKSS
To achieve these objectives, ReSAKSS focuses on  
three main activities: 

Strategic analysis: provide data, tools, and analysis for 
monitoring key growth and poverty-reduction priorities 
and assessing the impacts of interventions to address key 
questions, including the following: whether and how the 
interventions are having their desired impact on increasing 
growth and reducing poverty and malnutrition; what 
environments enable successful implementation of agricultural 
policies and strategies; and which interventions can lead to 
greater and better-distributed outcomes.

Knowledge management: develop a common pool of 
up-to-date information on key indicators at various levels to 
support policy planning, analysis, and dialogue; document 
lessons from past and ongoing research, policy analysis, impact 
assessment, policy processes, and practical experiences for 
improving future growth and poverty reduction strategies; and 
facilitate access to a variety of knowledge products to support 
assessment, review, and benchmarking of growth and poverty-
reduction strategies.

Capacity strengthening and policy communication: 
collaborate and work closely with national and regional 
networks of partners in carrying out the previously listed 
activities and in exchanging skills, training, and practical 
experiences to strengthen local capacities; and share with 
policymakers, through various media and interactions, key 
growth and poverty-reduction issues, analysis, and emerging 
challenges, as well as research findings associated with the 
performance and impact of growth and poverty-reduction 
strategies.

Goals and Principles of CAADP
The Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development 
Programme (CAADP) is designed to help African countries 
reach a higher path of economic growth. As an African-led 
and African-owned process, through the African Union’s 
New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), CAADP 
addresses policy and capacity issues across the entire 
agricultural sector and African continent. 

CAADP aims to
Designate agriculture-led growth as a main strategy to achieve 
the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) of halving the 
proportion of poor and hungry people;

Pursue a 6 percent average annual agricultural sector growth rate 
at the national level;

Allocate 10 percent of national budgets to the agricultural sector;

Use regional complements and cooperation to boost growth; and

Promote partnerships, policy dialogue, review, and accountability 
to improve efficiency.
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ReSAKSS Regional Strategic Analysis and Knowledge Support System

Visual and narrative description 
of countries’ performance in key 
agricultural development indicators
Allows policy makers to track their country’s 
agricultural performance for benchmarking, 
monitoring and review

Strategic analysis results available in 
technical papers, briefs and other formats 
on policy and investment options for 
accelerated growth and poverty reduction
Provides easily accessible outcome-based 
analysis for informing agricultural and  
poverty-reduction strategies

Visual and narrative description of 
countries’ performance toward CAADP 
targets and MDG1
For use in tracking, measuring and assessing 
performance against goals and objectives 
and in reaching desired outcomes

Countries on Track for 
Halving Hunger by 2015
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Monitoring Agricultural Sector Performance, 

Growth and Poverty in Africa 
O Agriculture provides the backbone of the economy in many 

African countries.  Developing agriculture speci cally, and 

the rural sector more broadly, are key components of Africa’s path-

way out of poverty.  Yet in the last decades of the 20th century, 

agriculture in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) suffered from a tragedy of 

political inattention and disinvestment.  
Fortunately, African governments and their development partners 

have once again embraced agriculture as a priority for Africa’s 

poverty reduction and economic growth strategies.  In 2003, Afri-

can heads of state adopted the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 

Development Programme (CAADP) of the New Partnership for Af-

rica’s Development (NEPAD), a new, African-led plan to stimulate 

agriculture on the continent.  The main principle of CAADP is to 

employ agriculture-led growth to achieve the  rst Millennium De-

velopment Goal of halving poverty and hunger by 2015 (MDG 1).  

The speci c targets of CAADP include achieving annual agricul-

ture growth rates of 6 percent by allocating 10 percent of national 

budgets to the agricultural sector. Development partners have also 

recognized that rebuilding the agriculture sector in SSA is essential 

to achieving MDG 1 and have pledged their commitment to sup-

porting CAADP.  

Has African agriculture begun to move and take off as a result of 

this initiative?  Several countries are showing persistent growth in 

the agricultural sector and reductions in poverty and hunger.  Is this 

the beginning of a new era for African agriculture?  Or will these 

promises and trends evaporate as they have in the past?  How 

can this agricultural growth be sustained and accelerated and also 

ensure that the poor and hungry bene t?  How can CAADP further 

facilitate further growth in African agriculture?This brief reviews recent trends in African agriculture, along with 

possible driving forces.  It highlights some of the strategic policy op-

tions that could help African agriculture to accelerate its growth mo-

mentum and also ensure that growth will be shared more broadly.   
ARE THERE SIGNS OF OPTIMISM IN THE AGRI-

CULTURAL SECTOR?
Economic and agricultural performance
Economic growth rates for SSA have been following a positive 

and more stable path in the past decade (Figure 1).  This rep-

resents a new trend for Africa, which in the past has seen great 

inconsistencies in its growth patterns.  Average GDP growth rates 

have been increasing, from around 2.5 percent in 1990-2000 to 

over 5 percent in 2004-2006 (World Bank 2007a).  For 2007, the 

growth rate for SSA is expected to reach 6.8 percent, and remain 

over 6 percent for 2008 (IMF 2007).  The combined effects of a 

stable macroeconomic environment, debt relief, rising exports and 

favorable prices for crude oil, minerals and raw materials appear 

to be the major source of this growth (Figure 2).
While the performance of agriculture varies greatly within and 

across countries in SSA, recent annual growth trends of agricul-

tural GDP show a steady increase from their average levels in the 

1990s. For the sub-continent as a whole, growth increased from 

an average of 3 percent over the period of 1990-2000, to around 

5 to 6 percent in 2003-2006 (Figure 1).  Many of the countries 

that have witnessed higher agricultural growth rates over the most 

recent period are in West Africa, including Benin, Burkina Faso, 

Cameroon, the Republic of the Congo, Gabon, Ghana, Mali, and 

Nigeria. In East Africa, only Uganda and Tanzania experienced 

average agricultural growth rates close to 5 percent, while in 

Southern Africa, Angola and Mozambique have both witnessed 

high growth rates.  The driving factors for this high growth include 

higher prices for export crops, expansion of non-traditional export 
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