
A network for all food 
security actors 

ROSA is open to anyone involved in the food se-
curity sector. It is a “virtual community” that brings 
together people from the European Commission 
(both at headquarters and in the fi eld) and part-
ners from non-governmental organisations, re-
search institutes, and regional and international 
organisations.

The network is growing fast and it is open to new 
partners from all regions.

Become a member and Become a member and 
participate to the networkparticipate to the network

 By sending an e-mail to:  
animation@reseau-rosa.eu, and/or 
EuropeAid-ROSA@ec.europa.eu, 
you will receive information needed to access 
ROSA. 

 The virtual platform is user-friendly and can be 
mastered by everyone.

 Numerous tools are available to help you in 
your daily work and you can contribute to the 
life of the network by sharing documentary 
resources, announcing news, presenting and 
discussing your views and experience with 
other members of the network.

OPERATIONAL
FOOD
SECURITY
NETWORK

Contacts

EuropeAid
EuropeAid-ROSA@ec.europa.eu

Moderating team
animation@reseau-rosa.eu

The team is composed of Vanessa Alby-Flores and Arlène Alpha from 
Gret. This service is provided by the consortium Particip/Transtec.

The opinions expressed do not refl ect the offi cial position
of the European Commission.

ROSA

EuropeAidROSA is an initiative of EuropeAid 
Cooperation Offi ce (Unit E6 – Natural Resources 
in collaboration with Unit G4 – Training and 
Knowledge Management).

A team of experts facilitates the participation
of ROSA’s members. It is responsible for 
coordinating network activities and stimulating 
discussion.

EUROPEAN
COMMISSION

A valuable toolA valuable tool
for food securityfor food security

www.reseau-rosa.euPhotos: Agence Kamikazz (Senegal), Cécile Broutin, Cécile Thimoreau, Murielle Morisson



A working tool
for the members 

ROSA supports the daily work of its members 
with:

 regular newsletters that provide an over-
view of the situation, challenges and debates 
on food security issues of food availability, ac-
cess, utilization and stability;

 an updated calendar of major events re-
lated to food security;

 a list of useful links for additional information 
and resources;

 an online library organized by major theme 
providing useful documentary resources;

 interactive tools that allow the members to 
share ideas and questions (discussion forum) 
and work together to produce documents (wiki);

 a column dedicated to the dissemination of 
good practices based on lessons learned 
from experiences of the European Commis-
sion and its partners.

An informative, innovative
and interactive site

ROSA’s website is available to its members 
through a username and a password. Designed 
as an interactive platform, it is the main tool for 
supporting communication among members by 
gathering information and stimulating discussion. 

Take a look at this site dedicated to food security. 
We invite you to contribute so that it can become 
a shared place for information and exchange.

Improving the quality of food
security interventions Exchanging experiences and ideas
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Meeting of the United Nations 

Standing Committee on Nutrition  

On 23 and 25 November 2009 in Brussels, the 

European Commission hosted the High Level 

Meeting of the UN Standing Committee on 

Nutrition, a forum to promote cooperation on 

nutrition and food policies among UN agencies and 

partner organizations. 

The main purpose was to put nutrition higher on the 

agenda of both high burden and donor countries. 

They also discussed initiating the development of a 

nutrition roadmap and developing basic guiding 

nutrition principles. 

By way of introduction, a paper was presented on 

the sixth SCN report on the world nutrition 

situation (to be published). This was followed by an 

analysis mapping policies and programmes in 

different countries. This tool developed by the 

WHO assesses country readiness to act to speed up 

interventions for tackling undernutrition. Country 

presentations shared experiences on successful 

examples of national nutrition policies, programmes 

and governance mechanisms in Benin, Brazil, Laos, 

Malawi, Cambodia, Guatemala and Peru. 

The discussions largely focussed on the importance 

of improving national and international nutrition 

governance by including all nutrition stakeholders, 

and not just certain donor countries or multilateral 

institutions.  International governance needs to be 

improved for two reasons: i) to make nutrition 

interventions and policies more effective, and ii) to 

create a really global strategy to combat 

undernutrition that will make it central to the 

agenda and generate more resources for action. 

The UN agencies present confirmed their support of 

the SCN. However, the SCN must strengthen its 

role in leadership and coordination of interventions. 

Clarification is also needed on the sharing of tasks 

with other UN-related coordinating bodies such as 

the Food Security Committee or the High Level 

Task Force on the World Food Crisis. 

You can consult the papers and notes from this high 

level meeting under: 

Looking back on past events 

The Standing Committee on Nutrition website: 

www.unscn.org  

 
 
 
 

Hungry for Change: An action 

plan to tackle child hunger 

Save the Children UK’s flagship report has a 

critical role to play in informing the national and 

international responses to child and maternal 

undernutrition. First, it makes a compelling case for 

greater leadership to put an end to child hunger. 

Second, it goes beyond recommendations and 

proposes an eight step costed action plan to tackle 

child hunger, which has the potential to 

dramatically reduce undernutrition but also to build 

the poor’s resilience to the triple threat of food 

prices, economic downturn and climate change. 

They are: breastfeeding support and promotion; 

micronutrient supplementation and deworming; 

nutrition friendly agriculture and livestock policies; 

safety nets and social cash transfers; fortified foods, 

education on nutrition and hygiene practices; 

adequate early warning systems and response; and 

treatment of severe acute malnutrition. Save 

estimates that the price tag for significantly 

reducing child (under 2) and maternal 

undernutrition in the 8 countries (Afghanistan, 

Bangladesh, DRC, Ethiopia, India, Kenya, Sudan 

and Vietnam) where 50% of the world’s stunted 

children live is US $8.8 billion per year.  

There is no silver bullet for ending child hunger and 

malnutrition but Save’s report demonstrates that 

with the right kind of interventions and political 

leadership, millions of children can be saved and go 

on to live productive and healthy lives.  

  
Link to the report in English 

The Hungry for Change DVD can be viewed at  

http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/31_59.htm    

For any questions, please contact Delphine Valette, 

Save the Children UK, Policy & Advocacy Adviser: 

d.valette@savethechildren.org.uk
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Nutrition is one of the key components of food 

security. It has been overlooked for a long time 

while emphasis has been placed on other areas, 

mainly agricultural production. But over the last 

few years it has become a major question for 

governments of developing countries and donors 5. 

In the light of the Millennium Development Goals, 

several bilateral and multilateral donors have 

developed their work in this area and issued 

position papers. The European Commission (EC) has followed this 

process closely and in 2008 began to take part in a 

series of initiatives on child and maternal 

undernutrition. There are three main objectives for 

this initiative: to maximise the impact of EC 

resources on food security and nutrition; to tackle 

chronic undernutrition; to provide better 

coordination between humanitarian and post-crisis 

responses, which should consolidate the LRRD 6 for 

addressing acute and chronic undernutrition. In 

practical terms, this gave rise to a Background 

Paper, a Seminar on the subject in May 2008 (see 

Box no 1 below) and a Concept Note. 

Box 1: European Commission Seminar and 

Framework Memo 
The seminar on enhancing the EC's contribution to 

address child and maternal undernutrition and its 

causes organised by the European Commission, 

was held on 7 and 8 May 2008 in Brussels. After 

presentations that outlined the debates on 

addressing undernutrition, discussions were held in 

two major areas of concern for the EC:  

 to review the main types of strategies and 

actions in the field of nutrition, and the relevance of 

these; 
 to provide inputs to prepare a reference 

document on the new EC approach, strategy, 

position and responses to combat undernutrition 

and, in particular, make a greater impact on chronic 

malnutrition.  Claire Chastre wrote a background paper for the 

seminar. The document aimed to present the main 

issues and questions raised during the seminar. The  

                                                           

5 Despite all, the question of nutrition is often 

neglected. See the DFID analysis, The neglected 

crisis of undernutrition, 2009.   

6 Linking Relief, Rehabilitation and Development. See 

ROSA Focus No. 8 on the subject. 

 
 

Monthly Highlight of ROSA Focus N°4 presented 

the main points of this background paper and 

reviewed the issues of addressing undernutrition 

before the Brussels seminar. 

Following the seminar, the Commission continued 

work to produce a Concept Note. This Note 

published in January 2009 was directly based on 

contributions made by seminar participants and 

recent publications on the subject, in The Lancet in 

particular. It suggests that the EC should make 

nutrition a priority and develop a strategy and an 

operational plan for addressing undernutrition (see 

Box 2). 

Box 2: Enhancing EC’s contribution to address 

Maternal and Child undernutrition and its 

causes. Concept note 
The Monthly Highlight of ROSA Focus N° 12 

presents some of the key elements developed in this 

note. First the article analyses the support of main 

donors in the field of nutrition and related sectors. 

Then it highlights the comparative strengths and 

weaknesses of the EC. It ends by pointing the way 

forward: actions to be implemented internally 

within the EC and activities to carry out jointly with 

other partners. You can consult the concept note in the ROSA 

library. 
Based on the recommendations from these studies, 

AIDCO in conjunction with the DG DEV and 

ECHO decided to set up an external nutrition 

service called the Nutrition Advisory Service 

(NAS). The main purpose of the NAS is to provide 

support to the delegations and the General 

Directorates involved in nutrition in developing 

countries in order to enhance the Commission's 

contributions to addressing undernutrition. The 

NAS was set up on 22 September 2009. 

It has three main thrusts: support to EC 

delegations, support to headquarters and 

sharing experiences. 
Support to EC delegations involves improving 

access to relevant information on nutrition 

programmes, developing a user-friendly tool box so 

that nutrition is better integrated into current or 

future programmes, and providing support for 

Strategy of the European 

Commission to address 

undernutrition 
Creating the Nutrition 

Advisory Service 

Meeting of th
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Very often, interventions used to address 

undernutrition are totally dissociated from each 

other, and addressing undernutrition is generally a 

question of specific actions, such as micronutrient 

supplementation for example. The complex causes 

of nutrition problems and their close links with 

political, socio-economic and environmental 

factors and resource management means that there 

is a need to go beyond the conventional biomedical 

approach and isolated solutions. In certain 

approaches, the range of interventions has tended to 

broaden to include indirect actions that address the 

underlying causes of undernutrition. There is 

growing interest in social transfers for alleviating 

poverty. 

The European Commission has made the questions 

of addressing undernutrition and social transfers 

priority taskforce topics1 .  However, work 

remains to be done on the link between the two. 

While it is true that social transfers improve 

revenues, the impact on the nutritional situation 

needs to be studied more deeply. 

 

           
           

           
           

           
    

1  Several issues of ROSA Focus have looked at this 

question. (No. 2, 3, 4, 6, 12, 15). 

However, a growing number of studies tend to 

show that social transfers have a significant impact  

on the nutritional status of beneficiaries. The 

feedback reports organised by ROSA from April 

to September 2009 also tend to confirm this. This 

Focus highlights the role of social transfers in 

combating undernutrition, particularly in children. 

It is based on the feedback reports, to which we 

have added a review of the literature from 

documents presented here in the Watch2 . 

Very diversified social transfers 

There are very many different types of social 

transfers, ranging from cash transfers to food 

vouchers and including food aid in kind or in 

agricultural inputs. There is also a wide range of 

ways in which social transfers can be implemented: 

transfers can be targeted or not, targeted in different 

ways, conditional or unconditional, etc. 

However, social transfers must be based on a 

government decision to redistribute resources and 

they must be predictable and regular3 . They are set 

up for long term use, and must be an integral part of 

government social protection policy (Box 1). This 

makes them different from short term emergency 

responses in a humanitarian setting. 

Box 1: Social protection 

An integral part of social services (with education 

and health), social protection provides income, in 

cash or kind, in order to protect people from risks, 

vulnerability, poverty and exclusion. This covers: 

 Social legislation: the legal framework for human 

rights (the right to work for example); 

           
           

           
           

           
    

2  Cf. the overview and the summary sheets for each 

contribution on the ROSA site (under "Capitalisation) 

3  EuropeAid, Social transfers: an effective approach to 

fight food insecurity and extreme poverty, October 

2009, pp 2-3. 
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A place for informationA place for information
and exchangesand exchanges

The European Commission and its partners have 
a long experience in the food security sector. Over 
the last fi fteen years, the networking has been de-
veloped with the aim of improving food security 
interventions.

In 2007, EuropeAid responded to growing re-
quests to strengthen coordination and pooling of 
information by setting up a virtual platform called 
the “Operational Food Security Network” (Réseau 
Opérationnel de Sécurité Alimentaire - ROSA).

ROSA offers:

 access to relevant information on issues relat-
ing to food security;

 a place for exchanging ideas, experiences and 
good practices;

 regular updates on key subjects in the fi eld of 
food security;

 a collaborative working tool which promotes 
interaction between network members.


