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Join the campaign launched by UNEP and help change the culture of food waste:
www.thinkeatsave.org
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Governments of the world celebrate Universal
Membership of UNEP

The year 2013 marks a
watershed moment in
UNEP’s 40 year history, as
countries worldwide
attended the First Universal
Session of the Governing
Council.

The landmark resolution, the first major structural change to
UNEP in its four-decade history, aims at increasing the role
of UNEP as the leading environmental authority that sets
the global environmental agenda.

The decision, adopted by the UN General Assembly in
December 2012, allowed, for the first time, 193 states to
participate in the annual Governing Council session,
which was held this year in Nairobi from 18 to 22
February 2013.

Participants took this opportunity to discuss the
environment, economy and social-related issues. They
highlighted the mechanisms needed to strengthen
UNEP’s role and to ensure the availability of financial
resources necessary to meet sustainable development
goals.

Other key issues on the agenda included future
ministerial engagements, enhancing responsiveness to
country needs, strengthening the science-policy
interface, and expanding constructive stakeholder
participation in decision-making.
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UNEP and FAO launch
global campaign to
change culture of food
waste

L
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Simple measures by consumers and food retailers
could dramatically reduce as much as 1.3 billion
tonnes of food lost or wasted each year and help
shape a sustainable future, according to a new global
campaign, launched by UNEP and the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO), to cut food waste/

The Think.Eat.Save. Reduce Your Foodprint
campaign supports the SAVE FOOD Initiative, run by
the FAO and the UN Secretary General’s Zero Hunger
Initiatives. The initiative aims to reduce food loss and
waste throughout the entire food process, from
production to consumption.

Think.Eat.Save. aims to accelerate action and provide
a global vision and information-sharing process for
the numerous and diverse initiatives currently
underway throughout the world. Approximately
one-third of food produced worldwide, worth
around US S 1 trillion, is either lost or wasted in the
food production and consumption process, according
to data released by FAO. Food loss occurs mostly at
the production stages — harvesting, processing and
distribution — while food waste typically takes place
at the retailer and consumer end of the food-supply
chain.

“In a world of seven billion people, set to grow to
nine billion by 2050, wasting food makes no sense —
economically, environmentally and ethically,” said
UN Under-Secretary-General and UNEP Executive
Director Achim Steiner.

REDUCE YOUR FOODPRINT
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On 6 February 2013, Lebanon deposited its instrument
of ratification of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, a
legally binding agreement which governs the
transboundary movement of living modified organisms
(LMOs), also commonly known as genetically modified
organisms.

By ratifying the Cartagena Protocol, Lebanon becomes
the 165" Party to this groundbreaking international
agreement, which paves the way for better protection

of biodiversity, and thus human health. This step will dalaail Elac s jlall Heddl e (ualaad) & ol egg
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Environment Facility and with technical assistance
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to comply with the Protocol’s provisions.
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Environmental Resources Monitoring
in Lebanon enters its second phase
before implementation

The Environmental Resources
Monitoring in Lebanon project
(ERML) was launched in 2011 by
UNEP, the Ministry of
Environment in Lebanon, and

the UN Development
Programme.

A conference to prepare for the implementation of the
project will be organized in Beirut-Lebanon from 15 to 16
May 2013.

Considered a source of wealth, welfare, and stability, the
coastal areas of Lebanon now face critical challenges that
may affect the sole means of livelihood for many. As such,
the ERML project mainly focuses on the development of a
monitoring system for the coastal zone in Lebanon, based on
an ecosystem approach, land use, policy reforms and
development of an air pollution monitoring system.

The conference brings together scientists, decision-makers,
planners, and civil society representatives from 22 Arab
countries to discuss new and innovative approaches needed
to manage coastal areas and overcome the conflicts that
emerge when the interactions between natural, societal and
political forces are overlooked.

Participants will discuss the solutions that could emerge if
science and policy are blended to manage the coastal areas
resources. The conference is designed to serve as a platform
to help the scientific community establish a roadmap for the
implementation of the project.
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“Youth and Environment”
theme announced for the
launch of Bahrain’s National
Environment Day 2013

The United Nations

Environment Programme (UNEP)
congratulates Bahrain

on its National Environment Day 2013, which was
launched with the theme “Youth and
Environment.”

UNEP’s Representative in West Asia, Mr. lyad
Abumoghli said: “The Kingdom of Bahrain’s Youth
and Environment initiative may have a global
impact, as young people constitute 1.3 billion of the
world’s population.”

“Building the capacities of today’s youth in the
sustainable development approach is one of the
key solutions to the health, economic, and social
crisis that has been challenging our planet for a
long time,” he added.

As UNEP’s host country, Bahrain supports activities
organized by the Regional Office for West Asia
(ROWA), in particular those functions related to
youth events, such as the International Children’s
Painting Competition, where, in 2012, a young
Bahraini lady placed third.
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UNEP and ASHRAE join forces to phase-out
Ozone Depleting Substances

The sustainable phase-out of Ozone Depleting Substances
(ODS) in refrigeration and air-conditioning applications is
one of the international goals that UNEP and the American
Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning
Engineers (ASHRAE) are intending to achieve in their third
biennial Work Plan for 2013-2014.

This initiative is based on a global cooperation agreement
signed in 2007 at ASHRAE’s 2013 Winter Conference, held
in Dallas, Texas from the 26™ to the 30" January, 2013.

The work plan includes other cooperation components,
such as maximizing the climate benefits of using zero ODS
alternatives, including aspects of energy saving in buildings,
as well as facilitating the transfer and adoption of suitable
technologies in developing countries.

There are two main goals and several relevant actions in
the New York work plan. The first goal addresses the
reduction of emissions, long-term refrigerants and energy
efficiency in buildings. The second aims to promote the
exchange of expertise and technological information
between governments and specialists. This would be
achieved by establishing an international advisory team to
assist developing countries in updating relevant standards
and codes, as well as developing joint online tools and a
forum for partners and stakeholders to enhance
communication and dissemination of related information.
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