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UNEP urges Arab countries to enhance
the water resources management

UNEP First Universal Session of the
Governing Council discusses flagship
Sand and Dust Storms project

The UN engages citizens around the
world to take part in shaping the future
global development agenda

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Pledges to
Support the Conservation of Sea Cows
and their Vital Seagrass Habitats

UNEP on the Ground P.7

Twenty-Six Countries Meet to Progress
Sea Cow and Seagrass Conservation
Workshop in UAE to stop the invasion
of alien species in the Arab region

The second workshop on conservation
of pearl diving enclaves in Bahrain
discusses the development of a new
management system



UNEP urges Arab countries to

enhance water resources
management
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With 5 percent of the world's population, but just 1
percent of the world's total water resources, water
availability in the Arab region is a critical issue.
According to United Nations estimates, around 12
Arab countries suffer from severe water shortages.
The per capita availability amount of renewable water
resources is less than 500 m* per year. In order to
resolve this critical situation, many projects in the
Arab Strategy for Water Security (2010-2030) support
efficient management and use of water resources.

Regional Water Scenario

Agriculture accounts for 85 percent of total fresh water
consumption in the Middle East, while its share in the
total gross domestic product (GDP) roughly averages 8
percent. The major factors responsible for the rise in
water consumption and depletion of freshwater
resources are high standards of living, increasing
urbanization and industrialization, high population
growth rate, failure to adopt basic water conservation
principles, insufficient energy for seawater desalination,
regional conflicts resulting in mass flow of internal
migrants, and lack of public awareness.
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UNEP Calls for Action

To face the critical need for water, UNEP has developed a
water policy at the request of governments around the world.
This policy provides the guidelines for water policies to
achieve the objective of equitable and sustainable water
consumption as well as combating climatic and human factors
that contribute to drought.

Moreover, UNEP has launched a Global Environment
Monitoring System (GEMS) Water Programme which is
endorsed by one hundred countries worldwide, including
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Jordan and Iraq. The GEMS program
promotes freshwater quality data and information exchange
and enhances capacity building of developing countries to
monitor and assess water quality at national and regional
levels.

At the global level, UNEP has taken action to assist one-third
of the world's population fighting for survival because of water
scarcity. Each year, 1.5 million children die because of water
scarcity or diseases caused by water pollution and lack of
sanitation.

Conventional large-scale desalination is cost-prohibitive and
energy-intensive, and not viable for poor countries in the Arab
region due to increasing costs of fossil fuels and its depletion.
In addition, the environmental impacts of desalination are
considered critical on account of emissions from energy
consumption and discharge of brine into the sea. Therefore
focus should be given to developing desalination mechanisms
using alternative energy.

Water is the elixir of life. The fight for water has become a
fight for survival in the Middle East. UNEP calls on Arab states
to take swift action to implement plans for integrated water
resources management, including demand management of
available water resources, adoption of new technologies, and
promotion of water conservation for domestic, industrial and
agricultural uses. By preserving water, you will be helping
global efforts, including those of UNEP, in the implementation
of the Future We Want movement, to ensure that no one
suffers or dies due to non-availability of water in any part of
the world.

By Director and Regional Representative Dr. lyad Abumoghli

More information about GEMS:
WWW.Unep.org/gemswater



http://www.ecomena.org/author/iyad/
http://www.unep.org/gemswater
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During UNEP's First Universal Session of the Governing Council, a Ministerial

meeting discusses flagship Sand and Dust Storms project

UNEP’s flagship Sand and Dust Storms project, a regional

initiative targeting Bahrain, United Arab Emirates (UAE), Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, Oman, Iran, Turkey, Iraq, Jordan and
Syria, was the top issue discussed during a ministerial meeting
at UNEP’s First Universal Session of the Governing Council,
held 21 February 2013 in Nairobi, Kenya.

The project aims at enhancing joint efforts in the region to
combat Sand and Dust Storms by establishing a network of
experts and scientists to define the mechanisms of
implementation of the project and limit the human, social and
economic impacts.

During the meeting, the UAE Minister of Environment and
Water, Dr Rashid Ahmad bin Fahad, invited the parties to the
project to hold a technical and coordination meeting in the
next few weeks in order to agree on the steps that should be
taken in the near future.

“This is a pioneer project and a great initiative for the region,”
said Mr. Achim Steiner. “UNEP is leading similar projects in
other regions of the world and will provide the relevant
technical support, including reliable scientific information and
expertise,” he added. Sand and Dust Storms are
transcontinental phenomena that require regional
cooperation to combat them.
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http://www.google.com.bh/imgres?start=92&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1366&bih=575&tbm=isch&tbnid=YM6UsJWCrofOeM:&imgrefurl=http://www.sandsculptureice.co.uk/&docid=5KH6s9xd6vYpuM&imgurl=http://www.sandsculptureice.co.uk/p7ssm_img_2/fullsize/carnival_sand_sculpture_fs.jpg&w=450&h=338&ei=AfRPUdepNYm1PJf5gMgD&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:5,s:100,i:19&iact=rc&dur=617&page=7&tbnh=170&tbnw=226&ndsp=15&tx=94&ty=113
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MY WORLD.

THE UNITED NATIONS
GLOBAL SURVEY

FOR ABETTER WORLD.

The UN engages citizens around the world
to take part in shaping the future global
development agenda

The United Nations and partners invite people all over the
world to participate in setting the world’s future
development agenda by voting in an innovative survey
known as MY World, the United Nations global survey for
a better world.

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon encourages the
public: “Vote and tell us what issues matter most to you
and your family. Make a difference. Mark a difference!”

For more information, visit www.myworld2015.org.

KSA Announces Roadmap Towards Renewable
Energy
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The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the world's top oil exporter, is
seeking to generate 23.9 gigawatts (GW) of electricity from
renewable power capacity by 2020. The move will drastically
reduce its consumption of oil and make the Kingdom one of the
world's main producers of renewable electricity.
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to 5.1 gigawatts of electricity from solar, wind, geothermal and
waste-to-energy technologies.


http://www.myworld2015.org./index.html
http://www.myworld2015.org/
http://www.myworld2015.org/
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1366&bih=575&tbm=isch&tbnid=w6BOnLA7O2gHbM:&imgrefurl=http://www.colourbox.com/vector/blue-line-background-vector-1951549&docid=SFGogRhOc_CKbM&imgurl=http://www.colourbox.com/preview/1951549-75577-blue-line-background.jpg&w=480&h=339&ei=gbBBUdvKAsbAhAfP7YDoBg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:25,s:0,i:230&iact=rc&dur=1453&page=3&tbnh=181&tbnw=256&start=25&ndsp=15&tx=191&ty=146
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1366&bih=575&tbm=isch&tbnid=w6BOnLA7O2gHbM:&imgrefurl=http://www.colourbox.com/vector/blue-line-background-vector-1951549&docid=SFGogRhOc_CKbM&imgurl=http://www.colourbox.com/preview/1951549-75577-blue-line-background.jpg&w=480&h=339&ei=gbBBUdvKAsbAhAfP7YDoBg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:25,s:0,i:230&iact=rc&dur=1453&page=3&tbnh=181&tbnw=256&start=25&ndsp=15&tx=191&ty=146
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1366&bih=575&tbm=isch&tbnid=_YvVP_f9UGqOIM:&imgrefurl=http://convert2greenenergy.com/category/green-energy/&docid=Kq-z9De8btXBMM&imgurl=http://convert2greenenergy.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/green-energy.jpg&w=1700&h=1207&ei=L7VBUbLPAcOShgf0gIGYBg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:2,s:0,i:86&iact=rc&dur=1497&page=1&tbnh=189&tbnw=267&start=0&ndsp=12&tx=143&ty=85
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Twenty-Six Countries Meet to Progress Sea Cow
and Seagrass Conservation

Manila,
19-20 February 2013 |

The Second Signatory States Meeting for the

ULy

Memorandum of Understanding on the
Conservation and Management of Dugongs and
their Habitats throughout their Range (Dugong
MOU) was hosted by the Government of the
Philippines on 19 and 20 February in Manila,
Philippines. The meeting attracted government

officials and experts to share information on

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Pledges to Support related conservation efforts worldwide. Leading

authorities gave presentations highlighting the

the Conservation of Sea Cows and their Vital Seagrass Habitats challenges facing dugong and seagrass

conservationists. These marine mammals are

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has confirmed its support towards the protection affected by a range of human-related threats

of dugongs and their vital seagrass habitats by becoming the 26" Signatory such as capture in net fishing gear and habitat

State to the UNEP/CMS Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation degradation. In addition, extreme weather

and Management of Dugongs and their Habitats throughout their Range
(Dugong MOU).

patterns such as severe storm events that
destroy critical seagrass beds on which dugongs

Due to the size of the dugong’s range, its transboundary movements and the depend.

trend of declining populations, a coordinated international effort is critical if
conservation of this threatened marine mammal is to be effective. The
Secretariat looks forward to more countries in the North-West Indian Ocean
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Il. UNEP ON THE GROUND

Second Workshop on Conservation
of Pearl Diving Enclaves in Bahrain

The second workshop on the
conservation of pearl diving enclaves in
Bahrain was held in February 2013. The
workshop aimed to review the ecological
based assessment and discuss the
development of a management system
for pearling zones. In addition, the
workshop reviewed the main
contributing factors associated with
pearling in Bahrain, in terms of culture,
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http://www.google.com/imgres?start=298&hl=en&biw=1366&bih=575&tbm=isch&tbnid=udC6GfyadzWJZM:&imgrefurl=http://www.squidoo.com/most-wanted-pearl-ornaments&docid=zDonzXtLJIu1NM&imgurl=http://www.officialpsds.com/images/thumbs/Pearl-in-a-Shell-psd86432.png&w=400&h=194&ei=pmJIUbeaCIPOtQbnvoD4Dw&zoom=1&sa=X&ved=0CBYQhBwwBjisAg&ved=1t:3588,r:6,s:300,i:22&iact=rc&dur=956&page=18&tbnh=155&tbnw=320&ndsp=19&tx=137&ty=102
http://www.google.com.bh/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&biw=1366&bih=547&tbm=isch&tbnid=Ll6RjCuZerHv-M:&imgrefurl=http://flags.redpixart.com/bahrain/fluttering_flag/&docid=Y80od1sTJ3U23M&imgurl=http://flags.redpixart.com/img/1796/flag_256.jpg&w=256&h=192&ei=GgNPUYPQBMiGswbEyICgAw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:39,s:0,i:271&iact=rc&dur=806&page=3&tbnh=153&tbnw=197&start=25&ndsp=17&tx=125&ty=66
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INVASIVE

SPECIES

Sub-Regional Workshop in UAE tackles
Invasive Alien Species

A sub-regional capacity building workshop was held 11-
14 February in Dubai, U.A.E. in order to address the
threat of invasive alien species and achieve Aichi
Biodiversity Target 9 in the Arab region.

The workshop was organized by the Secretariat of the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in
collaboration with the Government of the United Arab
Emirates, UNEP Regional Office for West Asia, and the
Secretariat of the International Plant Protection
Convention (IPPC).

Invasive alien species are a major threat to marine and
terrestrial ecosystems in the Arab region, with dramatic
effects on biodiversity, habitat structure, human health
and economies.

The workshop aimed to enhance the collaboration and
communication between neighbouring Arab countries
and review the existing capacity to address invasive
alien species in the region. It also sought to consider the
need for updating national invasive species strategies
and action plans, as well as national biodiversity
strategies and action plans, in line with relevant
international regulatory frameworks.
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