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1. Introduction 
The Global Climate Change Alliance (GCCA) programme is an initiative of the European Union to strengthen dialogue and cooperation on climate change with developing countries notably the Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and Small Island Developing States (SIDS), which are the most vulnerable to the adverse impacts of climate change.
The overall objective of the Intra-ACP programme is to help ACP Member States to better tackle climate change as a challenge to their development, and in particular to improve understanding of the effects of climate change and to contribute to adequate adaptation and mitigation responses. 

The Intra-ACP programme, with an overall budget of €40M, has two main components including;
1. A technical support component, which includes a Climate support Facility (CSF) (€4M) and institutional support to the ACP Secretariat (€0.7M)
2. A regional support component, which supports five sub-components including: ClimDev Africa (€8M), COMESA ((€4M), ECOWAS/CILSS (€4M), CCCCC (€8M) and PIFACC (€8M).
At the first Programme Steering Committee (PSC) meeting in July 2012, it was agreed by the regional components that, the establishment of thematic networking groups within the Intra-ACP GCCA Programme would be useful in order to enhance networking and communication, improve coordination and facilitate exchange of information and expertise. 
Nine thematic areas were identified, including: 
· Climate Science (Data generation and analysis, modelling, climate services) (Thematic area 1) 

· Mainstreaming CC in regional, national and sector development policies and strategies (Thematic area 2) 
· Assessment of CC impact, vulnerability, and disaster risk (Thematic area 3) 
· Adaptation and Climate Resilience (Thematic area 4) 
· UNFCCC negotiations (Thematic area 5); Low Carbon Solutions (Thematic area 6)
· Participation in the carbon market (CDM – DNA – AFOLU – REDD+) (Thematic area 7) 
· Climate Change Course Development and Training (Thematic area 8) 
· Climate Change Finance and Economics (Thematic area 9). 

The PSC Meeting also agreed that the ACP Secretariat would initiate the process for the establishment of these groups.  As a result, the ACP Secretariat developed and circulated a short questionnaire in September 2012 to, the African Climate Policy Centre (ACPC), the Permanent Inter-State Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS), Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre (CCCCC), the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS), and the University of South Pacific (USP). 
The questionnaire sought to gather information on, inter alia, the activities undertaken in the nine thematic areas, problems encountered, and expectations from establishing thematic networking groups.

The main findings indicate, inter alia, that there was little interaction and exchange of information and experiences between the regional components. However, there was a willingness to improve coordination, share best practices, enhance networking and communication and identify synergies between the regional components. 
Presently, the annual Steering Committee meeting is the only opportunity to gather all the regional components at the same place to discuss project implementation and therefore it is recommended that a dedicated meeting be convened to address networking, communication, coordination and related issues in a comprehensive manner.
The aim of this meeting is thus to bring together the Intra-ACP Regional Components to:

· raise their interest in the Intra-ACP programme 
· improve communication and coordination 
· identify synergies between the regional components 
· identify synergies with the Intra-ACP GCCA programme
· establish thematic networking groups.
2. Content and organisation
The Regional Technical Meeting will take place in Belize, in July 2013 and will precede the Programme Steering Committee meeting (PSC). Recommendations from the Regional Technical Meeting will be forwarded to the PSC for their deliberation and possible approval.

The discussions of the meeting will be conducted on the basis of:

· Findings from the above-mentioned questionnaire indicated that integrated Disaster Risk Reduction and Adaptation; Impact and Vulnerability; Mainstreaming; and Low Carbon Solutions were the themes that were of common interest to the regional components.
· Presentations from the regional components on the activities/projects/programmes undertaken with regard to the above-mentioned themes. 
2.1. Sessions

The event will be organised over two days using plenary and working group sessions. 
On Day 1, experts will present technical briefing papers in order to provide the global and regional perspectives on the selected themes. The technical papers will be developed in consultation with the ACP Secretariat and the regional components and will focus on progress of their work under the selected themes, as well as the constraints, opportunities and their workplans for 2014. 
The experts’ presentations will be followed by working group sessions to identify areas for possible collaboration with other regional components and/or with the ACP Secretariat. 
On Day 2, representatives from the regional components will seek to establish thematic networking groups as a means to enhance networking and communication at the regional level and with the ACP Secretariat. This session will be guided by the discussions and outcomes of the previous sessions as well as targeted questions aimed at clarifying how the networking groups shall function. 
2.2. Target audience
Representatives of the regional components, the European Union, ACP partner organisations, government officials, representatives from civil society and the private sector. 

3. AGENDA 

(Please see separate document)
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