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N EXCITING and
informative travel-
ling exhibition called
“Vistonary Africa: Arl
at Work” is currently hong at ihe
National Art Gallery of Zimbabwe
"(Nagz) and it has generated inter-
est among the general populace of
Zimbabwe,

The exhibition has a local com-
ponent aptly named, Mifananidzo
yeZimbabwe Ndiyo Nhorowondp
Yedu: Images of Zimbabwe are our
narratives,

TRaphael Chikulowa, Nagz cura-
tor is the custodian of Zimbabwe’s
exhibition. .

Chikukwa said in the past the
Zimbabwean story went untold or
misrepresented due to lack of Tocal
arlists that communicated it. “In the
past we had the Zimbabwean and
Afriean story in general being told
by ather people, thus Mifananidze
yeZimbabwe Ndiyo Nhorowondp
Yectt will attempt to negotiate this
position of self by framing the idea
of Zimbabwe differently,” said
Raphae] Chikukowsa.

The local exhibition is show-
casing images by Zimbabwean
photographers that include Annie
Mpalume, Nancy Mteki, Believe
Nyakudyara, Tsvangirayi Mulowazhi,
Bethule Nkiwane, Hillary Maradzika
and Aaron Miumel:.

Nagz director Dorcen S;banda
said the exhibition is important to }
the gallery's young audiences ag
if enhances knowledge of African
cultures, A number of people have:
passed through the gallery and
“viewed the exhibitions. The local
exchibition is set in a pavilion in the

Haréwe Gardens outside the gallery, .

‘Aldo Dell* Ariceia, the Bivopean
Union ambassador to Zimbabwe
“views the ongoing exhibition
as a platfomn to help mersd the
' “Zimbabwe-Eurepean- Union rela- ©
tions, Dell* Ariceia said ciilture is at -
the heart of the Aﬁiaan-Eumpean
dialogue.
The young Zimbabswean artists
taking part in the exhibition are
ifivolved in a critical role for Zim- -

babuwe. As Dell” Ariccia outlined, “it

“is alse part of our effort to advocats
for an image of Zinbabwe which .
s more positive than what is ofien -

presented in international media,”

" The Nagg supplied the Daily~

. News with profiles of the local phio-

- togkaphers and their brief Statements

on the art world, pholog;aphy and -

- 'Ihe country:-

(Annie Mpalume). Anme, one of
the photographers is practising with

the Daily News. She graduated from

the Market Photo Workshop in South
Afiica before foining the company.
| Working, as a photojournalist does

not stop her from exploring art pho- -~

togmphy and thmugh conversations

. with Catvin Dondo, she has seen her

work growing day-by-day. Armie
has exhibited her work mainly in
Gwanza: A month of photography at

. the Nationat Gallery of Zimbabwe,

Artist Statement: T am a docu-

. l_ mentary photojouinalist who is

interested in documenting sccial and

- political fife in my home country

Zimbabwe. After graduating from

1he Market Photo Workshep in 2007 -

E have taken keen inferest in many
issues that affect mainly woriten and
children. My passion is o be able fo
tedl the African story from an African
perspective.

"~ (Aaron Ufumeli) Bom in Zim-
babwe Auron Ufumeli works mad

 practice i in his home caumry like
7 many Zimbabwedn photographers,

He is a sélf-taught photograplier and
now working as a photojoumnalist.
"with a focal newspaper. He saw his
work exhibited at the Nationat Gal-
lery of Zimbabwe through Gwanze

. mmonth of photography Smoe then

Aaron’s work has been growing
from strengﬂz to strength, .

. Artist Statement: Aga selfiaughl

.photographer ] have a big interest
in people and their lives. Most of -
my work looks at peoplé and in this -
exhibition the body of work in this~
show Jooks at how disadvanlaged
people five from day to day. 'foduy
in Zimbabwe we aré one of the poos-

est countries inAfrica but despite all

The exhlbltlon alms at telhng the Story of Africa and Zlmbabwe from a native pe:spectwe

this, young people still have hope,

‘Tiie piece in this show entitled “High:

Jump'", says a lot about not giving
up on life.

(Belicve Nyakudyara) Believe
Nyakudjara is a photojournalist and
documentary photographer, caently

working as the Chief’ Phctogtaphcr T

for a weeekly broadsheet,
He ix 4 graduate of photojournal-

" ismfrom the Markef Photo Work: -

shop in South Africa. Nyakudyara -

_ has exhibited at the Nafienal Gallery .
_.of Zimbabwe and in SnmhAihca
. Artist Statement: As a _phuto_]uur— :

nalist I am interested in art photop-

_raphy and ] am curcently working ©

on migration, 1denllty and-religious .
themes, In this particular; exhibi-
tion my work explores rmgrauon
issues, which are affecting many
people who end up in unknown
temitories, [n the past decads we saw
many Zimbabwéans seeking refuge
in other counfries but currently a
numtber of people are seeking refuge

" in Zimbabwe,

(Bethule Nkiwanc) Bethule .

" work and practice in Zimbabwe as

one of the emerging photngraphers
in the country. He currently works

s a photojournalist with the Daily

News, . , .
Bethule was trained at Market

Photo Workshop in Seuth Africa. On

his return to Zimbabwe Bethale held

- as0lo exhibition at the National Gal-
[ery of Zmbabwe He has e\hlhlled

L . iombibrs

Art EXthItIOn steals hmel'

at a number of Gwanza cxhlblhons
at the Gallery,

Artists Statement: Iammnre i
inferested in peaple and tapping inta
the unknown stories, My work is
more of docwnentary and as a young
photographer I am still exploring

many jssues concerning people. This
.- particular area of work fooks at the

football fans who sometimes try to
gef in stadivms for free,

- (Hilary Maradzika) Hitary
Muradzika was Borm ofiMay 29,

"1971in Zimbabwe whre e works.
" and practices. He started photogra-

phyin 1991 as a Black and"White

- printer and moved to painting and
- later taking pictures. Hilary has par-
ticipated in Gwanza exhibitions fiom:

2008 to 2009 and won the Gwanza
furst prize award in 2009.

He attended world press work-
shops from 2008 to 2010 and is eur-
rently working as a photojounalist
for a local print media. Previously he
worked as a freelance photographer
for news agencies including AF, AFP

. and Zimordine.

Arfist Statement: Afler parlicip-al-_

. ing in many photo exhibitions during
Gwanza 1 have developed a passion

in art photography. Tn my work [
deal with 5o many themes, haman
rights abuses, and child labour es-
pecialty in illegal gold and diamond
mines in Zimbabwe.

The Makorokoza series looks at
hosw these people survive and at the

same Hme nuining the environment.

The Zimbabwean namative can-
not be complete without Makoro-
koza because they are part of our
cornminity.

(Naney Mteki) Nancy Mteki was
born in Harare, Zimbabwe in [989.
She started photogrmphy in 2008

. at a South African focal workshap

calted IMiso Labartu {The Eyc of the
People) founded by Alistair Berg and
Sue Johnson.

She first exhibited with Hiso La-
bantu at the 4th Cape "Fown Month
of Photogeaphy 2009 and 2011 ai the
Hational Art Gallery of Zimbabwe,
Harare. Mitekiworked for a locat
newspaper in Harare and won the
Devion Art Peize at the Dak® Art
2012, Senegal.

Arist Staternent: | am an art pho-
tographer who is passionate abowt
‘people and their soeial life. My wack
looks at how women are perceived
by their male counterparss. in this
particular work 1 explored a Kemds
as an urban landscape in African
cities. The moment the woman
gets into a kombi she iz undressed
through the derogative ¢
used by totis.

S this hodh

brgost sovoeiny
(Tsvangiray Miwsyhi) Tsvan-
girayi is a remrwnsd plavoerapher

" whose works hawe beens exhibiled

in Mali, Nethertasds, Genrasmy and

. several countries in Furope Asia and

Africa, Mulowazhi a Photo Edi-

tor of the Daily News has won the
CNN African Photographer award
20602, World Press PhotoJoop Swart.
Master class 2002, 2006 Gender and
Media Photojournalist of the year .
for Southem Aftica and got highly
commended for the 2003 Common-
wealth PhotographidiAward and was
recently awarded thic CNN Mo-

_ hamid Amin Photographic Award,
_ 2007 Mukwazhi has had his works

published in several inlemnatiional
publications among them Newnreek,
Time Magazine, and The New ok
Times. Mukwazhi 35, holds a Di-
ploma in Mass Commumication and
Journalism (Ceosa) 2000 and a Di-
ploma in Photography from the Afri-
can United Colleges (SA). Currently
he lives in Zimbabwe and ravels
extensively in Africa freelancing
for the Associated Press and sgveral
ather Interational publications.
Artist Statement: My body of
work iterregates the Zimbabwe
Refuse Collection team whose work.
is always fooked down upon. These
men work frem moming, getting
shouted at but at the end of the day
they still smile. These men amaze
me and | bring these warks to the
wviewers 10 make up their minds |
about the Zimbabwe rcfuse collec-
fion team. Like them, hale lhem b’ut
ilf smi




