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How to export to the 
European Union?  



 

 

 

 

A website to inform businesses in developing countries on how to export to the EU 

www.exporthelp.europa.eu 

 

A database on trade in goods 

 

Free access: no charge and no password 

 

In 6 languages: English, French, Spanish, Portuguese, Arabic and Russian  

What is the  
Export Helpdesk? 
 

http://www.exporthelp.europa.eu/
http://ehtst.trade.cec.eu.int:8080/thdapp/index.htm


How can it help a business? 

How my product should be? 

It provides you with the full list of requirements your product needs to fulfill to 
enter the EU market 

How much will it cost me? 

It calculates the import tariff applying to your product  and informs you if a 
preferential tariff applies in your specific case  

How to obtain a preferential tariff? 

It explains the preferential trade agreements applying to your product and 
country, along with informing you how to implement them 

It also explains how to prove the origin of your product 

With whom can I do business? 

It provides you with a list of EU trade contacts 

Who is importing/exporting?  

It assists your market research by providing detailed statistics on product-by-
product EU trade flows 

 



 

 

How to export 
cotton bib & braces 
to the EU?  

 

 



My export 



Requirements 



Tariffs 



GSP Rules of Origin 



EPA Rules of Origin 



 

 

Which requirements 
apply to export 
cotton bib & braces 
to the EU?  

 

 



Export textiles to the EU 

To export clothing and textiles to the EU you must ensure that they comply with the relevant 
EU legislation. Some rules apply to all types of textiles and others apply to specific types of 
fabrics or garments. 
 
Before exporting to the EU check if the following laws apply to you: 
 
Concerning all products (textiles or not textiles): 
•   Product Safety (Directive 2001/95/EC) 
•   Liability for defective products (Directive 85/374/EEC) 
•   Packaging and packaging waste (Directive 64/62/EC) 
 
Concerning all textiles: 
•   Labelling of textile products (Directive 2008/121/EC) 
 
Concerning specific textiles: 
•   Personal protective equipment and CE 
•   Safety of children's clothing (Decision 2011/196/EU) 
•   Organotin compounds (Reg. EC 1907/2006) 
•   Azo dyes in textile and leather (Reg. EC 1907/2006) 
•   Flame retardants in textiles (Reg. EC 1907/2006) 
•   Nickel in clothing, jewellery and accessories (Reg. EC 1907/2006) 
•   Persistent organic pollutants (Reg. EC 850/2004) 
 
Concerning specific textiles (voluntary): 
•   Eco-labeling for textiles and textile floor coverings 



Requirements 



EU requirements for clothing 

 
Composition 
 
• azo dyes 
• organotin compounds 
• nickel 
 
 
 
Safety 
 
• Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
• List of harmonized standards 

 
 
 
 
Labelling 
 
• EU labelling rules 
• Voluntary eco-labelling 
• Voluntary standards 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/sectors/mechanical/personal-protective-equipment/revision_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/sectors/mechanical/personal-protective-equipment/revision_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/sectors/mechanical/personal-protective-equipment/revision_en.htm
http://www.ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/european-standards/documents/harmonised-standards-legislation/list-references/personal-protective-equipment
http://www.ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/european-standards/documents/harmonised-standards-legislation/list-references/personal-protective-equipment
http://www.ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/european-standards/documents/harmonised-standards-legislation/list-references/personal-protective-equipment
http://www.ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/european-standards/documents/harmonised-standards-legislation/list-references/personal-protective-equipment
http://www.ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/european-standards/documents/harmonised-standards-legislation/list-references/personal-protective-equipment
http://www.ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/european-standards/documents/harmonised-standards-legislation/list-references/personal-protective-equipment
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/sectors/textiles/documents/
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/sectors/textiles/documents/
http://www.ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel
http://www.ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel
http://www.ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel
http://www.ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel
http://www.ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel
http://www.standardsmap.org/
http://www.standardsmap.org/
http://www.standardsmap.org/


 

 

Which tariff apply 
when exporting 
cotton bib & braces 
from Zimbabwe to 
the EU?  

 

 



Tariffs 



GSP Rules of Origin 



EPA Rules of Origin 



 

 

Which rules of 
origin apply to 
cotton bib & braces 
under the EPA?  

 

 



The rules of origin define the economic nationality of a product for international 
trade 

 

 

There are rules of preferential and non-preferential origin 

 

 

Non-preferential rules of origin relate to quotas, antidumping measures, statistics or 
labelling. 

 

Preferential rules of origin relate to tariffs 

What are the rules of origin? 



0% tariff 

12% tariff Undeterminated origin   

Is the final product sufficiently transformed in your country? 

How do they work? 

http://www.google.be/imgres?imgurl=https://www.wqn.com/content/images/country/India.png&imgrefurl=https://www.wqn.com/products/india/easytalk&usg=__HKRHGwsg24xhsnSvlOey-rDan1c=&h=256&w=256&sz=47&hl=en&start=4&zoom=1&tbnid=mpixTUpMdnIW6M:&tbnh=111&tbnw=111&ei=mUcQT4PdJ5GXOpL7laYD&prev=/search?q=india&hl=en&sa=X&rls=com.microsoft:*&tbs=isz:i&tbm=isch&prmd=ivnsumlrb&itbs=1
http://www.google.be/imgres?imgurl=http://www.pj.dk/graphics/flags/flag%20of%20USA.png&imgrefurl=http://www.pj.dk/infopages/customerService.ms?country=USA&number=126&usg=__FQTBSYJkB5UT-5bWHm2a6uPFfGo=&h=256&w=256&sz=45&hl=en&start=15&zoom=1&tbnid=82Jh31kX5-AtSM:&tbnh=111&tbnw=111&ei=ukcQT9vjGsqYOs7plaYD&prev=/search?q=usa&hl=en&sa=X&rls=com.microsoft:*&tbs=isz:i&tbm=isch&prmd=ivnsumlrb&itbs=1
http://www.google.be/imgres?imgurl=http://aux.iconpedia.net/uploads/21385891391252661349.png&imgrefurl=http://www.iconspedia.com/icon/flag-of-mexico-8567.html&usg=__EaJ02MlbrJXSKetwyE8dqMq487c=&h=256&w=256&sz=35&hl=en&start=7&zoom=1&tbnid=jw577sLMjLi7lM:&tbnh=111&tbnw=111&ei=AEgQT5r5FIGfOtr-7KwH&prev=/search?q=mexico&hl=en&sa=X&rls=com.microsoft:*&tbs=isz:i&tbm=isch&prmd=ivnsumlrb&itbs=1
http://img1.xooimage.com/views/9/5/a/interrogation_97x118-26f518.jpg/


EPA Rules of Origin 



How to define the specific operations? 

List of minimal operations 

 



 

Tolerance is 

importing materials from another country to be treated as "originating" in your 
country until a certain percentage. 

 

Tolerance for clothing under EPA is: 15% of the value/10% of the total weight 

 

 

Cumulation is 

importing materials from another country to be treated as "originating" in your 
country as long as the processing done locally go beyond the minimum 

 

 • cumulation with the UE  

 • cumulation with the Seychelles, Mauritius, Madagascar, Comoros & Zambia   

 • cumulation with the Overseas Countries and Territories and ACP countries 

-having an agreement of customs administrative cooperation including the correct 
application of EU rules of origin- 

  

What is tolerance & cumulation? 



Cumulation 



Proofs of origin 

 

If you are not an approved exporter, 

 

 

 

 

you should type, stamp or print the following declaration (in the appropriate language) 
on the invoice, delivery note or other commercial document:  

"The exporter of the products covered by this document (customs authorisation No ...) declares 

that, except where otherwise clearly indicated, these products are of ... preferential origin". You 
must sign it by hand.  

 

 

 

 

 

If you are an approved expoter,  

you can use an invoice declaration for consignments of any value  

provided you give your customs authorities a written undertaking that you accept full 
responsibility for any invoice declaration identifying you.  

 

consigment's value Proof of origin Issued by 

€6 000 or less invoice declaration  the exporter 

consigment's value Proof of origin Issued by 

More than €6 000 Movement certificate EUR1  the customs authorities 



 

 

Who is buying 
Zimbawean cotton 
bid & braces?  

To whom are the 
Europeans buying 
them? 



Statistics 



Statistics 



 
 

•By contacting the EU Delegation  

•in your country www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations 

 

 

•By directly contacting the  

•Export Helpdesk team 

 

 

 

 Thank you! 

 

Ines Escudero Sanchez 

Export Helpdesk coordinator 

European Commission, DG Trade 

Ines.Escudero-Sanchez@ec.europa.eu 

 

How to get further information? 

http://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations
mailto:Ines.Escudero-Sanchez@ec.europa.eu
mailto:Ines.Escudero-Sanchez@ec.europa.eu
mailto:Ines.Escudero-Sanchez@ec.europa.eu
http://ehtst.trade.cec.eu.int:8080/thdapp/index.htm

