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How to export to the 
European Union?  



 

 

 

 

A website to inform you on how to export to the EU 

www.exporthelp.europa.eu 

 

A database on trade in goods 

 

Free access: no charge and no password 

 

In 6 languages: English, French, Spanish, Portuguese, Arabic and Russian  

What is the  
Export Helpdesk? 
 

http://www.exporthelp.europa.eu/
http://ehtst.trade.cec.eu.int:8080/thdapp/index.htm


How can it help a business? 

How my product should be? 

It provides you with the full list of requirements your product needs to fulfill to 
enter the EU market 

How much will it cost me? 

It calculates the import tariff applying to your product  and informs you if a 
preferential tariff applies in your specific case  

How to obtain a preferential tariff? 

It explains the preferential trade agreements applying to your product and 
country, along with informing you how to implement them 

It also explains how to prove the origin of your product 

With whom can I do business? 

It provides you with a list of EU trade contacts 

Who is importing/exporting?  

It assists your market research by providing detailed statistics on product-by-
product EU trade flows 

 



 

 

How to export  

wood  

to the EU?  
 

 



My export 



Requirements 



Tariffs 



GSP Rules of Origin 



EPA Rules of Origin 



 

 

Which requirements 
apply to export 
wood to the EU?  

 

 



Export wood to the EU 

To export wood to the EU you must ensure that you comply with the EU relevant legislations. 
Some regulations applies to all types of wood and other applies to specific types of wood. 
 
Before exporting to the EU check if the following legislations apply to your case: 
 
Applying to all products (wood and not wood): 
•Product safety (Directive 2001/95/EC) 
•Liability for defective products (Directive 85/374/EC) 
•Packaging and packaging waste (Directive 64/62/EC) 
 
Applying to all wood: 
•Legality of timber products (Reg EU 995/2010) 
•FLEGT licensing scheme (Reg 2173/2005) 
 

Applying to specific wood: 
•Wood packaging materials used for transport –including dunnage- (Directive 2000/29/EC) 
•Cresotes in wood products (Reg EC 1907/2006) 
•Wood preserved with arsenic (Reg EC 1907/2006) 
 

Applying to specific wood (voluntary): 
•Eco label for wooden furniture and wooden floor coverings 



Requirements 



EU requirements for wood 

 
Legal logging 
 
• Timber regulation  
• FLEGT 
• CITES 
 
 
 
Safety 
 

 
• Technical standards for construction products  
 
 
 
Labelling 
 
• Voluntary eco-labelling for wooden floor coverings  
• Voluntary standards 
 

http://europa.eu/eur-lex/lex/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:295:SOM:EN:HTML
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2005:347:0001:0006:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:1997R0338:20100815:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:088:0005:0043:EN:PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/documents/Wooden_floor_covering.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/documents/Wooden_floor_covering.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/documents/Wooden_floor_covering.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/documents/Wooden_floor_covering.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/documents/Wooden_floor_covering.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/documents/Wooden_floor_covering.pdf
http://www.standardsmap.org/
http://www.standardsmap.org/
http://www.standardsmap.org/


 

 

Which tariff apply 
when exporting 
wood from 
Zimbabwe to the 
EU?  

 

 



Tariffs 



GSP Rules of Origin 



EPA Rules of Origin 



 

 

Which rules of 
origin apply to 
wood  

under the EPA?  
 

 



The rules of origin define the economic nationality of a product for international 
trade 

 

 

There are rules of preferential and non-preferential origin 

 

 

Non-preferential rules of origin relate to quotas, antidumping measures, statistics or 
labelling. 

 

Preferential rules of origin relate to tariffs 

What are the rules of origin? 



EPA Rules of Origin 



0% duty 

How can I proof             
the origin of my product? 

is the final product wholly obtained in your country? 



Proofs of origin 

 

If you are not an approved exporter, 

 

 

 

 

you should type, stamp or print the following declaration (in the appropriate language) 
on the invoice, delivery note or other commercial document:  

"The exporter of the products covered by this document (customs authorisation No ...) declares 

that, except where otherwise clearly indicated, these products are of ... preferential origin". You 
must sign it by hand.  

 

 

 

 

 

If you are an approved exporter,  

you can use an invoice declaration for consignments of any value  

provided you give your customs authorities a written undertaking that you accept full 
responsibility for any invoice declaration identifying you.  

 

consigment's value Proof of origin Issued by 

€6 000 or less. invoice declaration  the exporter 

consigment's value Proof of origin Issued by 

More than €6 000 Movement certificate EUR1  the customs authorities 



 

 

Who is buying 
Zimbawean wood?  

To whom are the 
Europeans buying 
wood? 



Statistics 



Statistics 



 
 

•By contacting the EU Delegation  

•in your country www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations 

 

 

•By directly contacting the  

•Export Helpdesk team 

 

 

 

 Thank you! 

 

 

Ines Escudero Sanchez 

Export Helpdesk coordinator 

European Commission, DG Trade 

Ines.Escudero-Sanchez@ec.europa.eu 

 

How to get further information? 

http://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations
mailto:Ines.Escudero-Sanchez@ec.europa.eu
mailto:Ines.Escudero-Sanchez@ec.europa.eu
mailto:Ines.Escudero-Sanchez@ec.europa.eu
http://ehtst.trade.cec.eu.int:8080/thdapp/index.htm

