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Young people from West Asia plant trees in support to UNEP Billion Tree Campaign

1. Good to Know P.2

® UNEP takes the stage at Arab Idol and
calls for reducing food waste

e The Arab and Mediterranean Regional
Conference on Environmental Resources
monitoring and management concluded in
Beirut

e UNEP participates in the training session
on the transition to a green economy in
Jordan

e Recommendations emerging from the
technical meeting on sand and dust storm

e Workshop in Bahrain to enable the region meet
its obligations under the Montreal Protocol

1. UNEP on the Ground P.7

e The Arab Regional Implementation Meeting in
Dubai discusses sustainable development in the
Arab Region post-Rio+20

e UAE to develop its National Biodiversity
Strategy and Action Plan in a Country-Driven
Process

e UNEP and GCC highlight the integrated
collaboration roadmap
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UNEP Goodwill Ambassador for the Arab Region, Mr. Ragheb Alama and

UNEP Regional Representative for West Asia, Mr. lyad Abumoghli
UNEP takes the stage at Arab Idol and called for reducing the
foodprint in the Arab region. This initiative made a surprisingly big
impact in the Arab region. Mr. Ragheb Alama who was
designated as UNEP Goodwill Ambassador for the Arab region
during the campaign, as Well as the Regional Representative of
UNEP in West Asia, Mr. lyad Abumoghli invited the large audience
of Arab Idol to join UNEP’s campaign: “Think.Eat.Save” which is
an anti-food waste campaign. In addition, UNEP in collaboration
with the UN Information Centre in Beirut launched an awareness
campaign to boost efforts to combat hunger and food insecurity.
The campaign helps enhance methods and behavioral changes

that address the world’s widespread problem of food loss. A TV
spot focusing on the campaign theme is currently aired on Future
TV as well as on Middle East Airlines flights for the months of June
and July 2013.

The campaign has had a big impact in the region which was
reflected in the 24 interviews conducted by national and regional
TV presenters, hundreds of articles published in the newspapers,
and millions of impressions on social media outlets.

Read more on: http://unep.org/wed/news/arab-idol-takes-stage.asp
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The Arab and Mediterranean Regional Conference on
Environmental Resources monitoring and management
concluded in Beirut

Kenya came to the “Arab and Mediterranean Regional Conference on

Environmental Resources monitoring and management” to discuss the
solutions to the challenges caused by the poor air quality and the
degradation of the coastal areas at the local and regional levels.

Considered as the second phase of “the Environmental Resources
Monitoring project established to address the damage to the marine
environment caused by the catastrophic oil spill of 2006, the conference was
organized by UNEP and UNDP on the 15th and 16th of May at Beirut-
Lebanon 2013.

The main recommendations that flowed from the conference sessions urged
the relevant stakeholders to establish relevant policies that help reduce
uncertainty on environmental problems, and remain abreast of new
pollutants introduced in the environment, in order to constantly update the
relevant techniques.

The experts called the countries participating in the meeting to enhance the
knowledge sharing amongst academic institutions, government and private
sectors. Thus, the exchange of information about the newly discovered
polluted sites, pollutants and preventive measures as well as the
establishment of an Arabic version that highlights the case studies relating
to the ecosystem service are necessary to meet the conference objectives.
Moreover, the stakeholders will prepare a public awareness programme to

disseminate the results and implications of the monitoring system to the
general public. The scientists have also emphasized the need to assess the
existing marine monitoring efforts at regional and national scales and build
the capacities of the communities to enable them take greater responsibility
for stewardship of their local environment, and therefore, facilitate the
implementation of the project. Over two days of intense and enlightening
debate, the participants agreed to gather efforts to enrich and incorporate
policy tools into the Integrated Coastal Zone Management activities.

Linking science to policy-making, capacity building, strengthening political
commitment leading to improving governance and more effective
management of coastal zones, and other recommendations were also
among the main outcomes that emerged from the conference.

For more information please visit www.unep.org/rowa
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Over 50 trainers from the ministries as well as from
governmental and non-governmental institutions have
attended the session on green economy and energy
efficiency held in April 28", 2013. The training aimed

at paving the road to boost the national capacities for a . ” i . . B

transition towards the sustainable development and i) LBV o seda = 4 e A5l G salaiall Jee LS

oty cleUadl) 8 48l plaail Jlae 8 dlaall ailaplai g
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the green economy.

The workshop organizers explained the concept of the

green economy and the related applications in the use Jaady iyl g ila slaad] Jals Ay il ilidall Chiauas
of energy in the construction, industrial and touristic AL BelES 3y ja% Anden Aalaiall Araaldy) 5 4l sall la jlaall
sectors. They also highlighted the importance of Al g el cleUad S lasad a3l

integrating the green economy in the future plans.

The training sessions included exchange of information

and expertise relating to international and regional

practices that help enhance the efficiency of the energy
use especially in the construction sector.




Recommendations emerging from the technical

meeting on sand and dust storm

Under the patronage of the UAE Minister of Environment and
Water His Excellency, Dr. Rashid Ahmad Bin Fahad, the Ministry
of Environment and Water in collaboration with the National
Centre for Meteorology and Seismology (NCMS) hosted the
technical meeting on UNEP’s flagship Regional Programme to
Combat Sand and Dust Storms (SDS), on 6-7 May 2013. A total
of 52 participants representing governments, UN Organizations,
League of Arab States, Gulf Cooperation Council, other regional
and international organizations attended the meeting.

The meeting deliberated on the programme concept, the
proposed regional cooperation framework and funding, the
WMO-UNEP regional assessment of dust storms sources and
trends, and a road map towards a comprehensive master plan
to tackle this transboundary problem. Key outcomes of the
meeting included 1) the identification and confirmation of a
Dust Storm "Corridor" stretching from Jordan and Syria in the
north west passing through Iraq and ending in the Gulf, 2)
agreement on establishment of a regional monitoring and early
warning system, 3) criteria to identify source areas "hot spots"
to focus combating efforts and a road map for the development
of the Master Plan. The meeting recommended expediting the
conclusion of a regional cooperation framework, a trust fund
and a technical programme and urged UNEP to conclude the
development of the detailed programme document (Master
Plan) by November 2013 with view to get the high-level
endorsements of the whole package by early 2014.

More details on: http://sds-was.aemet.es/projects-research/west-asia
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Workshop in Bahrain to enable
the region meets its obligations
" under the Montreal Protocol

UNEP’s Regional Office for West Asia organized the
2013 Main Meeting of West Asia Network of ODS
Officers along with a Regional Training Workshop on
the Management & Operation of HCFC Phase-out
Management Plans (HPMPs). The meetings were held
from 12" to 15" May, 2013 at Bahrain.

The Network Meeting’s main focus was on issues
related to implementations of HCFCs Phase-out
Management Plans and regional challenges associated
with these HPMPs. The meeting highlighted the work
programme and required activities to enable the region
meet with its obligation under the Montreal Protocol.
The meeting discussed and adapted the necessary
recommendations that will guide the work during 2013
— 2014 years.

The need to enhance the managerial capacity and skills
of the Project Management Units (PMUs) managers is
important for sound implementation of HPMPs as the
methods and tools that HPMP project managers use is
the cornerstone for HPMP successful implementation.

HPMPs are dynamics with clear objectives and cannot
be managed by processes alone. Success, therefore,
requires a combination of best practice methods and
tools, plus the interpersonal skills to meet agreed
objectives throughout the entire HPMP lifecycle.

The two days training workshop focused on what it
takes to be a successful PMU manager, exploring both
the processes, tools and multiple skills needed to
deliver in accordance with the agreed terms between
the country and the Executive Committee.
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The Arab Regional Implementation
Meeting in Dubai discusses sustainable
development in the Arab Region post-
Rio+20

In the context of the follow-up to the United Nations
Conference on Sustainable Development held in Rio in June
2012 (also known as Rio+20), about 130 representatives of
Arab countries, regional and international organizations,
civil society, and experts met in Dubai on the 29" and 30™
of May 2013, at the Arab Regional Implementation
Meeting (RIM) convened by the UN Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), UNEP and the
League of Arab States.

Participants discussed how to move further forward
towards achieving sustainable development in the region,
recognizing the specificities of both the region as a whole
and its individual member states, with Major Groups
representatives having a key role in the discussions. .

Participants agreed that there are a number of
environmental challenges facing the region and these
shaped the discussions of the Arab RIM and led to a range
of outcomes, such as the need to gather efforts to
integrate the three pillars of sustainable development,
emphasizing the importance of having a high-level political
forum with a strong institutional structure under the
General Assembly of the United Nations, and ensuring that
the sustainable development goals which will be agreed
upon should take into account capacities, policies and
national priorities of the states, with due consideration
given to international peace and security, poverty
eradication, the nexus of food, energy and water,
transportation, the reduction of land degradation, drought
and desertification, the maintenance of biodiversity,
disaster reduction and emergency preparedness.

More details on:
http://www.escwa.un.org/information/meetingdetails.asp?referenceNu
m=2044E
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UAE to develop its National Biodiversity
Strategy and Action Plan in a Country-Driven
Process

The UAE Ministry of Environment and Water is drawing up a
national strategy on biodiversity conservation, and an action
plan to implement it, with technical support from the United

Nations Environment Programme Regional Office in West Asia.

To this end, a national workshop was organized from 11 to 15
May 2013 in Dubai, to review the national biodiversity existing
policy and baseline information to identify priority areas of

concern and outline the UAE National Biodiversity Strategy and

Action Plan (NBSAP). The NBSAP is envisaged to be a country-
driven process during its development and implementation
over the next decade and by all its seven Emirates.

In addition, the workshop helped identify the areas of
cooperation between UNEP and the Ministry of Environment
and Water such as building institutional capacity of the
national stakeholders and officials and laid a solid biodiversity
foundation.

The key outcome of the workshop was the effective
participation from various institutions and federal authorities
in UAE, NGOs, Universities, CMS, local communities and
private sector seeking to enhance the biodiversity
achievements in line with the United Nations Convention on
Biodiversity Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the
global Aichi Biodiversity targets. They agreed on the need to
strengthen the knowledge sharing and management of
biodiversity data base, in order to set up sound policies that
will help curb biodiversity loss in the UAE.

It is expected that the Ministry of Environment and Water will
submit the strategy by this year’s end, and start the
implementation phase in 2014.

The strategy will address direct and underlying pressures of
biodiversity loss as well as mainstreaming the national
biodiversity targets into the UAE’s national development plans
including its 2021 strategic vision for sustainable
development.
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Development. UNEP’s experts delineated the main areas
of collaboration such as the regional networks for
information sharing on chemicals and trade in
endangered species.
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