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U.A.E. takes the lead in
preparing a roadmap on green
economy and green growth

The U.A.E. is taking the lead in preparing a roadmap on
green economy and green growth, as was demonstrated in
a presentation made by the Ministry of Environment and
Water (MOEW) in the U.A.E. during a high level mission by
the Regional Representative of UNEP in West Asia, Mr.
lyad Abumoghli and the Lead Advisor of Green Economy in
UNEP, Mr. Steven Stone.

The mission was fielded as an invitation by H.E. the

Minister of Environment and Water, Dr. Rashid Ahmad Bin
Fahad during the Governing Council of UNEP last February
and subsequent coordination meetings with UNEP/ROWA.

The meeting focused on two major objectives, the first was
a review of a green economy roadmap for the U.A.E. in
preparation for a comprehensive green economy strategy
for the seven Emirates of the U.A.E.

This strategy will benefit from sectoral consultations and
assessments that have already been organized by the
Ministry of Environment and Water and the Office of the
Prime Minister, in cooperation with other relevant
governmental and non-governmental organizations. The
second important issue that was discussed was the offer
made by the U.A.E. to hold an international conference on
green economy as part of the “Partnership for Action on
Green Economy” (PAGE) initiative, which was announced
by UNEP last February. This demonstrates the leadership
role that U.A.E. is taking in advancing green economy
strategies and achieving sustainable development.
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Promoting Low-GWP Alternative
Refrigerants in the Air-Conditioning Industry
for High Ambient Countries

The Executive Committee of the Multilateral Fund of the
Montreal Protocol recently approved a regional project
entitled “Promoting Low-GWP Alternatives for A/C industry
in high-ambient countries." The project, to be implemented
by UNEP and UNIDO within 15-18 months, includes a major
component for building and testing prototypes with
different low-GWP refrigerants. The overall scope of the
project will be implemented in coordination with the
relevant governments in the region.

In cooperation with UNIDO, the OzonAction Compliance
Assistance Programme at UNEP/ROWA jointly organized the
first coordination meeting for the project on June 10, 2013
in Dubai, U.A.E.

Hosted by the Emirates Standardization and Metering
Authority (ESMA), the meeting’s objectives included, among
others, discussion and agreement on a timetable for the
project, legal aspects, as well as the roles and
responsibilities of stakeholders. An action plan was adopted
at the end of the meeting to meet the project’s goals and
tight timeframe.

On 11th June 2013, the Ministry of Environment and Water
(MOEW) in the U.A.E. also hosted a coordination meeting
for the National Ozone Officers of GCC countries and UNEP
& UNIDO project managers. The meeting discussed the
coordination of work with respect to the formation of a
technical review team and national studies on the
implementation of future air-conditioning technologies.
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Next steps of a new expanded Eye on Earth
Secretariat framework

The fourth Eye on Earth Special Initiatives Joint Secretariat
meeting took place 12" - 14™ June 2013 in Abu Dhabi between
UNEP, Abu Dhabi Global Environmental Data Initiative-
Environment Agency — Abu Dhabi (AGEDI-EAD) and the European
Environment Agency (EEA).

The Secretariat discussed the next steps of the formation of a new
expanded Eye on Earth Secretariat framework that aims to foster
the vision of Eye on Earth with closer collaboration from key
partners, such as the EEA. Updates on the status of each of the Eye
on Earth’s eight Special Initiatives were also presented during the
two days, as well as a final review of the proposed projects to
receive the initial seed funding from AGEDI. The sponsored
projects will be announced shortly.

One of the criteria for selection included the need for projects to
have clear, tangible results that would be ready to be presented at
the next Eye on Earth Summit in 2014. The formation of a new Eye
on Earth Alliance Secretariat will include the European
Environment Agency, and the first Eye on Earth Alliance
Secretariat meeting will be hosted in EEA’s headquarters in
Copenhagen, on 28" -29" August 2013.
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stakeholders were built to ensure sound NBSAP development and
implementation. The Iraq NBSAP was flagged as one of the model
NBSAPs to have ensured national consultations took place across
all of Irag’s sub regions and sectors. The participants also
benefited from a field trip organized by the Jordanian Royal
Society for Conservation of Nature (RSCN), to explore how
ecosystem services are contributing to economic and social
development of local communities in Ajloun.




to manage water scarcity

In West Asia and North Africa

UNEP recently participated in an expert meeting that was
held on 24-25 June 2013 in Beirut, in support of a project
entitled “Strengthening National Capacities to Manage
Water Scarcity and Drought in West Asia and North Africa.”
The project is in response to the United Nations Conference
on Sustainable Development (Rio+20), which calls for urgent
action to address desertification, land degradation, drought
and water scarcity.

The meeting was organized by the United Nations
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN-DESA) and
the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia (ESCWA). UNEP highlighted its activities and
projects to combat drought and desertification in the
region, such as its Sand and Dust Storm project and the sub-
regional Action Plan to combat drought and desertification
in West Asia.

The main outcomes of the meeting were, but not limited to,
the establishment of advisory and expert committees to
manage the project, discussions on the relevant
preparedness plans, as well as the need to increase
institutional capacity of selected pilot countries to develop
and implement the preparedness plans.
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7 g Regional workshop held in Bahrain
to foster cooperation between
parties in the implementation of the \

Rotterdam Convention in Gulf )
countries and Yemen ‘

To ensure better implementation
of the Rotterdam Convention,
UNEP, in collaboration with the
Convention Secretariat, the UN
Food and Agriculture Organization
and the Supreme Council for
Environment in the Kingdom of
Bahrain, organized a regional
workshop for Gulf Countries and
Yemen, from 1 - 4 July in Bahrain.
The workshop was devoted to reviewing and updating the National
Action Plan for the implementation of the Rotterdam Convention for
the Parties. The main recommendations that flowed from the meeting
included the need to encourage countries to enhance the
implementation of the Rotterdam Convention and promote the use of
safer alternatives to the toxic chemicals under the Convention.
Collaboration and knowledge sharing between countries was highly
recommended in order to build a unified database that identifies the
harmful and toxic chemical substances that exist in the region. Experts
also called for countries to facilitate the involvement of research
centers and universities in the implementation of the Rotterdam
action plan at national and regional levels. They also highlighted the
importance of synergy in the implementation of toxic chemicals and
hazardous waste related Multilateral Environmental Agreements. They
also emphasized the importance of guidelines for safe chemicals
management offered by regional organizations and centers. This will
help enhance capacity building, particularly of customs officers, who
are the first line of defense in controlling the trade of harmful
chemicals in the region.
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devastation brought by dust-storms that sweep across
the country each year.
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