BACKGROUND

The Thematic Programme of EuropeAid "Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development" (NSA/LA Programme) is "actor oriented" and co-finances initiatives proposed and carried out by Civil Society Organisations (CSO) and Local Authorities (LA) from the European Union and its partner countries in the area of development.

The NSA/LA Programme foresees three specific objectives: 

Objective 1 supports actions proposed and implemented by CSO or LA, which strengthen development processes as well as promote an inclusive and empowered society in partner countries. Objective 1 has two components:

· Objective 1A - In-country Actions (projects in only one partner country);

· Objective 1B - Multi-country Actions (projects in two or more partner countries).
Objective 2 focuses on Development Education and Raising Awareness (DEAR) in the EU member States and in acceding countries. It aims at informing EU citizens about development issues, mobilising greater public support for action against poverty, and providing citizens with tools to engage critically with global development issues (with a budget of approximately €30 million per year, it counts about 300 on-going projects). The next DEAR call for proposals is planned for the autumn 2013.
Objective 3 concerns capacity development and institutional coordination between European platforms/networks of CSO and LA and the European institutions, with the view of stepping-up multi-stakeholder dialogue.

Since 2007, under the NSA/LA programme, the European Commission has launched several calls for proposals covering the three objectives and co-financed several hundred projects implemented by LAs and CSOs from the European Union and partner countries. 

In this context, DG DEVCO Unit D2 "Civil Society and Local Authorities" organised in October 2011 a Seminar on "Management of the Project Cycle and Monitoring of Project Implementation" for the Grant Beneficiaries of 2009 and 2010 calls for proposals: "Local Authorities in Development" (call reference: EuropeAid/129200) and Civil Society Organisations in Development (call reference: EuropeAid/129493). 

Over the last three years the EuropeAid Unit B2, in charge with CSO and LA, has launched several processes and studies (the Structured Dialogue, the DEAR Study, the Policy Forum, the DEAR Support team). The EC policy documents that resulted from these processes contain a number of recommendations to strengthen the NSA/LA Programme. Among them there are recommendations to support capacity development, learning and sharing learning, as well as dialogues among practitioners. 
SEMINARS

To support capacity development, and dialogue among practitioners, EuropeAid Unit B2 “Civil Society and Local Authorities” is organising seminars on “Management of the Project Cycle and Monitoring of Project Implementation”:
· An Inception Seminar on 7-8 November 2013: for the Beneficiaries of new projects (of Calls for Proposals 131140, 131141, 131142 and 131143 launched under the NSA-LA programme). About 140 participants are foreseen. 

· A Capitalization Seminar on 17-18 September, which will target grant beneficiaries (of Calls for Proposals 129200 and 129493) already invited to attend the October 2011 seminar. As these projects will end in late 2013 or in 2014, this follow-up seminar will focus on capitalisation and exchange of experiences as well as on relevant management matters concerning finalisation and closure of projects. About 75 participants are foreseen.

 The overall objectives of both Seminars are to contribute to (i) a better project management by the Grant Beneficiaries under the NSA/LA Programme, in consistency with the principle of aid effectiveness; (ii) the improvement of knowledge on the roles of Project Managers and EC Task Managers; (iii) the enhancement of cooperation and coordination among on-going projects and (iv) capitalisation and exchange of experiences for the projects that will end in the coming months. 

� Regulation (EC) No 1905/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a financing instrument for development cooperation (OJ L 378, 27.12.2006), and in particular Article 14 thereof, constitute the legal basis for this thematic programme. The official documents related to the NSA/LA Programme are available at: http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/what/civil-society/index_en.htm.





