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Introduction

Yaoundé, the capital city of Cameroon is situated at the Centre region. The city has about 1.8 millions inhabitants, with an annual growth rate of 3.65%. Like in many other sub-Saharan cities, the urbanization of Yaoundé is a relatively new phenomenon, linked to the colonial administration. This historic fact has particularly shaped the land use for, the birth of the city was done out of any land planning management or system. 
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 Annex: Yaoundé City Profile
The Yaoundé urban form is predominantly concentric.  The center of the city is constituted of the first settlements of the colonial administration that has given birth to the administrative center (quartier ministeriel or quartier du Lac) which surrounds the CBD (Poste centrale). Around the CBD are found old high densities area (Elig Essono, Bastos, Plateau atemengue) that were used by the masters meanwhile the autochthones occupied the third segments of the city (Mvog-Ada, Nlongkak, Essos…). Some light industries were established in the fourth segments (Mvan, Nsam). A fifth segment is already growing at the outskirts of the city (Leboudi,Nkolbisson, Emana, Nkomo, Odza, Messamendongo, Mendong…) constituted by new residential areas.  
Issues
A study conducted to find out the size and trend of urban dynamics in Yaounde using Landsat images demonstrates that between 1973 and 1988, urban area in Yaoundé has expanded at an average of 8,1 % per year, with an urbanized area evaluated at 12 848 ha in 1988 and at 16000ha in 2001.
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         (source: http://www.teledetection.net/upload/TELEDETECTION/pdf/20030918131237.pdf)
The building of this form is the succession of two main forces. The first is the centripetal forces. The main factor driving centripetal development in Yaoundé is related to the economic opportunities linked to the urban center. They are related to the migration of the populations from the rural and hinterland areas to the center city in quest of better living conditions (employment, lodging…).  This factor, added to the fast natural growth of the urban area, has caused a densification of the core and an overcrowding of the town. 
The second forces, which are centrifugal, have been observed for the last decade: people tend to leave the center of the city to settle in peri-urban areas. Here, the availability and the low-cost of the land are attractive factors for this movement. But these centrifugal forces can also carry the form of urban-to-rural migration, with job depravation and deterioration in urban living standards.
The main challenges posed by this form can be observed both to city function as well as to city growth. On the city function, Yaoundé has crossed from the simple administrative city to become a real commercial and services center with a growing CDB. The other challenge is related to that light industries that used to be situated at the periphery are now, because of the spatial extension, situated in the middle of the city with high risks of pollution and accidents.
Because, as earlier stated, Yaoundé is self-organizing, the city faces many issues. The main ones are related to the population growth. Today’s key problem include very rapidly uncontrolled growth of urban informal settlements, prevalence of substandard and overcrowded urban housing, inadequate urban basis services and infrastructure provision, declining urban livelihood options, incessant civil unrest and infectious diseases and crime.
In Yaoundé we can find two types of slums: the traditional city centre constituted by semi-durable houses and the spontaneous and often illegal informal settlements developed in the periphery or in squatted lands. These two types derive from a combination of poverty, failing urban governance and tough access to urban land. The consequences of this situation is the illegal occupation of the space, 
Regarding urban infrastructures, the main issue in Yaoundé is the insufficiency of urban transport system.  This causes huge traffic jams as population urges from and to the periphery. Unfortunately, Yaoundé does not have a real efficient transport system, despite the efforts of the City council.
Actions

The City council and the government are trying to catch up with new policies to withdraw the urban problems of Yaoundé. The City has a Yaoundé Urban Masterplan 2020 (Plan Directeur d’Urbanisme, PDU) whose main objective is to upgrade living standards in the urban area. This will be done by providing better housing and transport facilities and ameliorating the social context of the city, protecting and valorizing the natural opportunities of the city, the protection of slums, mountain slopes drainage infrastructures and through the creation of parks, and urban highways. To implement this Master plan, the City Council is combining densification (redevelopment, infilling, industrial relocation) actions with extensification (Contiguous unchanneled peripheral development and Satellite cities and new towns) policy. 
Densification actions that have been taken notably include redevelopment. Many substandard housing and areas such as Ntaba or Briqueterie, as well as some buildings erected out of the law regulation are totally demolished and new urban infrastructures (parks, collective housing system…) are constructed. They also include vertical expansion with the building of R+4 alongside the highways. Some infilling actions are also observed all around the city, where there exist unused spaces which are occupied by forest or squatters; the City council is transforming them for commercial uses as the case of Oyomabang or hippodrome. Because of the rapid spread of the city, the City council have relocate some industries that were situated at the periphery and now find themselves almost at the centre of the city. As in many developed countries, Yaoundé undergoes a self-organizing and informal densification.
Meanwhile, a process of extensification can also be observed through peripheral development. Surrounding cities are given enough infrastructures to handle the excess of population from the core.
Thus a spread movement is observed as the city tends to envelop neighboring administrative areas and transforming them to satellite towns of Yaoundé. This is the case of the university centre of Soa (Mefou and Afamba division) or the leboudi residential area (Lékié  division). It can also be housing opportunities or land access facilities. This is the case of Olembé (15 km from Yaoundé), Nkoabang, Nkomo, Okoui, and Mfou (20 km from Yaoundé). This action is supported by the construction of high standard road infrastructures that ease the population mobility from and to the city centre.
Impacts

The main planning tool used by the Yaoundé City Council is the Master plan, contained into the Schema Directeur d’Aménagement et d’Urbanisme (SDAU) conceived in the ’80. The document states almost all the aspects of land use, land possession, although from a 1974 law, all the land belongs to the State. The limits of this tool is that, as it tries to translate government policies into spatial form, the appropriation and the context do not really match with the aspirations of the populations. Moreover, even before its real implementation, the SDAU is already out of norms because of the fast growing population that implies a new land redistribution zoning scheme. 

To better cope with the key issues of Yaoundé, it would be better to do a combination of the Strategic spatial planning and a city development strategy (CDS). In fact, because the Strategic spatial planning can shape a desired future direction of urban development, it would help withdraw the negative effects of self-organization that prevails in Yaoundé with the failure of correction tentative. This can help taking into account the rapid changes the City is undergoing due to global forces. Moreover, this SSP can help define visions and strategies to improve city competitiveness.  
One of the main problems of Yaoundé is the lack of appropriation of the City objectives by city dwellers because of the insufficiency of the decision-making process. The population does not at all feel concerned with the changes brought to their day-to-day living conditions. By putting in place a collective vision and strategy among stakeholders (government, community, private sector), the CDS will provide a broad framework for local decision making and involve participatory planning processes and partnerships. In this way, the decentralization process actually on in Cameroon will be very useful for the implementation of effective local government institutions and leadership, committed to creating such a participatory process necessary to the putting on of this CDS.
Conclusion 
Finally even though the urban land use of Yaoundé was not well planned at the beginning, the city still has the opportunity to transform itself into a modern city. This can be done with the adoption of modern land use tools adapted to the socio-cultural, economic, natural and institutional environment and realities. Referring to Asian cities that have begun to move toward more dynamic planning tools to better deal with future change, Yaoundé can move away from blueprint planning toward strategic planning, with an emphasis on critical issues and prioritizing infrastructure investments, which are the key issues for shaping urban growth.
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