Beneficiaries: 

· African contemporary artists who were exhibited in the pavilion and art centres which curated local exhibitions for the pavilion.
· Architects and urban planners in Africa who contributed to the debate on the role of architecture and culture in civil society and public spaces.
· Public audiences in African urban capitals who could access the pavilion exhibits free of charge.
· Cultural institutions (state and private) involved in supporting the project and its message of inclusiveness.
· Academic institutions involved in art and architecture education.
Area covered: Seven capital cities in Africa.

EC partners: BOZAR (the Belgian Centre for Fine Arts) was the main partner and it was responsible for artistic coordination.

The following partners were involved in the travelling urban platform and local exhibits at a country level:

· Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Burkina Faso

· Atelier, Addis-Ababa, Ethiopia
· DARB1718, Al Azhar Park, Aga Khan Cultural Services, Ministry of Culture, Governor of Cairo, Cairo, Egypt
· The National Gallery of Zimbabwe and National Council of Culture, Zimbabwe
· Ministry of Arts and Culture of Burundi
· Bayimba Foundation, Makerere Art Gallery, Aga Khan Development Network, Kampala City Council Authority, and Ministry of Gender and Culture, Uganda
· GoDown Arts Centre, Kenya
· UN-Habitat, Kenya
· ArchiAfrika, Ghana
· African Architecture Matters, Netherlands
· African Union, Ethiopia
In each host city, the Delegation of the European Union played an active role in promoting the project.
EC Contractor: Cecoforma
Project Tasks: In these project pages will find information on the following tasks:
1. BOZAR's Visionary Africa project, background and origin of the EC-funded travelling urban platform Art at Work
2. The travelling urban platform, Art at Work
3. Outcomes
4. Press Cuttings and Testimonials
 
Overall objective: To display the creativity and diversity of contemporary Africa by making significant contemporary art works easily accessible and available in the public space of selected African capitals; raise local and international awareness of the richness of African arts and cultures; and generate a debate on the role of culture in public spaces and civil society in general. 

Specific objectives:
Mount and organize an open, accessible exhibit pavilion, a workshop for artists and an artist residency in each of the host capitals.

During the 3+ week run, engage, through this experimental symbolic project, the local cultural institutions, authorities and audiences on the role of art and architecture in urban development.

Generate enough material for an 'Atlas' or 'Urban Africa' manifesto, a publication on the results and recommendations of this experimental project.

Results: In each city a pavilion was created in a public space to house free African contemporary art exhibits for 3 weeks or more, as well as an artist residency. There were workshops for artists and promotional activities. The pavilion was then donated to the partner cultural organization for future other cultural activities in public spaces.
It is roughly estimated some 10,000 people experienced the Art at Work urban pavilion exhibits, across all the six cities combined. The biggest attendance was in Al Azhar park, the recently designed urban park of Cairo (an Aga Khan Development Network initiative), which attracts an average 6,000 visitors per week. 

More broadly, the project generated in each city a debate among the main stakeholders on the role of art, public spaces, structures and education for art in the city. This is particularly important in the context of rapid urban growth in the African context, development of a middle class, and yet a still very large proportion of marginalized urban populations, which calls for inclusive approaches to city development for long-term stability and sustainability of these urban centres. 

Material for a publication was gathered: artists' work, discussions, curator's texts, pavilion plans, photography, video, press, public reaction.

You can view a compilation video (at the top of this page), created by BOZAR, which includes highlights from/interviews about the exhibitions.

Background: 
2010 had marked the 50th anniversary of the independence of 19 African countries. The wave of independences that swept through the African continent in the 1960s, leading to significant political, economic, social and cultural changes, was the opportunity for commemoration and celebration of Africa's contribution to the global world.
To commemorate this anniversary, and in the context of the Belgian presidency of the European Council, the Belgian 'Palais des Beaux-Arts' (BOZAR) initiated in 2010 the Visionary Africa festival together with the Royal Museum for central Africa of Tervuren. This multidisciplinary platform of contemporary, ethnographic, and performing arts followed in the footsteps of the April 2009 International Colloquium on "Culture and Creativity – vectors for development", hosted by the European Commission. This event included both policy makers and industry representatives from the EU and African, Caribbean and Pacific states to discuss the role of culture and creative industries in development, and resulted in the adoption of the Brussels Declaration by artists and cultural professionals and entrepreneurs. 
In response to the challenges laid out by professionals, the European Commission committed itself to strengthen the role of culture in its policies towards African, Caribbean and Pacific countries. BOZAR was invited to conceive, together with the European Commission, an Africa extension of Visionary Africa. The travelling urban platform Art at Work came to life, as a symbolic and experimental project to highlight the importance of culture and creativity in Africa, and in urban development in particular, in line with the Brussels Declaration.
Art at Work, the itinerant African contemporary art platform and its associated activities, includes a pavilion and exhibitions in public spaces, an artist in residency program, and workshops for artists and arts professionals, aimed to raise awareness of the richness and diversity of African art, create a better appreciation for artists and their role in civil society and urban development, and contribute to the expansion of the arts within Africa.
Art at Work's launch was coordinated to coincide with the third EU-Africa summit which took place in November 2010 in Tripoli, Libya, and subsequently travelled to Ouagadougou; Addis Ababa, Cairo, Harare, Bujumbura, Kampala and Nairobi. The European Commission had laid the ground for a global Europe-Africa partnership at the second EU-Africa Summit in Lisbon:
1. improving the Africa-EU political partnership;
2. promoting peace, security, democratic governance and human rights, basic freedoms, gender equality, sustainable economic development, including industrialisation, regional and continental integration ensuring that all the Millennium Development Goals are met in all African countries by 2015
3. effective multilateralism
4. and a people-centred partnership.
The Main People Behind the Project: 
Paul Dujardin, Director General, The Centre for Fine Arts (BOZAR)
Paul.dujardin@bozar.be
Kathleen Louw, Project Manager, Africa, The Centre for Fine Arts (BOZAR)
Tel: +32 2 507 8497
Kathleen.louw@bozar.be
Giorgio Ficcarelli, 1st Counsellor, European Union Delegation to Uganda
Philippe Peyredieu du Charlat, Unit B4 Education, Health, Research, Culture, EuropeAid
Gilles Hubens, Wallonie Bruxelles International [seconded to Unit B4 Education, Health, Research, Culture, EuropeAid, between 2012 and 2013] who originally proposed the presentation of this project pn capacity4dev.eu. 
Dominique Thiange and David Vliegen, Cecoforma (EC contractor), handled logistics and production of the itinerant project Art at Work.
Simon Njami (Cameroon), Independent Curator, Paris
David Adjaye (Ghana), Architect, Adjaye Associates, London
