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The aim of the GMES & Africa Consolidation-Validation Workshop was to bring together 
representatives from a significant number of African countries to discuss three thematic 
areas of the GMES & Africa Action Plan (GAAP), and two cross-cutting issues. The three 
thematic chapters, Marine and Coastal Areas, Water Resources Management, and 
Natural Resources Management, had been discussed in previous GMES & Africa 
Workshops help in October 2012 (Mombasa-Kenya), May 2013 (Abuja-Nigeria), and June 
2013 Sharm El-Sheikh) respectively. The two cross cutting issues, Governance and 
Infrastructure, were here addressed at a workshop level for the first time, with a view to 
furthering discussions on the implementation of the GMES & Africa process.  
 
The workshop was attended by 100 participants, 46 of whom were representing 30 
African countries (Annex 1). Key African Institutions present were the African National 
Space Agencies of Nigeria, Egypt, and South Africa, the Southern African Development 
Community (SADC), the African Ministerial Council on Science and Technology 
(AMCOST), the African Association of Remote Sensing for the Environment (AARSE), 
African Universities, etc. The African Union Commission was very well represented, with 
the four departments involved in the internal AUC Space Platform being present (Human 
Resources Science and Technology (HRST); Rural Economy and Agriculture (REA); Peace 
and Security; Infrastructure and Energy). The host country South Africa was represented 
by the co-organiser and BRAGMA partner Department of Science and Technology (DST), 
as well as by participants from the South African National Space Agency (SANSA), 
Department of International Relations and Cooperation (DIRCO), Council for Scientific 
and Industrial Research (CSIR).  
 
The workshop was opened by the Deputy Director General, International Cooperation 
and Resources of DST, Mr. Mmboneni Muofhe, who welcomed participants on behalf of 
the host country South Africa (see Agenda in Annex 2). This was followed by welcome 
addresses by the European Commission, AMCOST Chair, and African Union Commission, 
which highlighted the importance of the GMES & Africa process in contributing to 
sustainable development in Africa, as well as the important role that the outcomes of 
this meeting will play in contributing to the implementation of the initiative through 
specific points of action. 
 
The first session provided a context and background to the GMES & Africa Process. 
Topics covered were the Draft African Space Policy, existing Earth Observation initiatives 
in Africa (presentations included the AfriGEOSS and MESA initiatives), and 
Copernicus/GMES, the European Earth Observation Programme. Finally, the GMES & 
Africa initiative was outlined and presented by Mr. Mahama Ouedraogo of the 
AUC/HRST. This comprehensive information session allowed for all participants to be 
brought to the same level of knowledge and understanding, and also informed 
participants of the precise objectives of the workshop, including what was expected 
from the participants as well as the next steps for the GMES & Africa process. 
 



The second session began following a clarification session of questions and answers 
(Q&A), where issues such as the distinction between GMES & Africa and MESA were 
discussed. The second session consisted of a combined presentation of the 
implementation plans prepared for the priority services of the GAAP that were 
addressed through workshops in 2012 and 2013 (Marine and Coastal Areas, Water 
Resources Management, and Natural Resources Management). During the second part 
of this session, participants were invited to provide their feedback on the previous 
presentations by addressing key concerns and challenges, and commenting on the 
roadmap and respective priority actions (Annex 3). Some of the considerations for the 
thematic implementation plan include the harmonization of thematic chapters across 
the GAAP, the acknowledgement the importance of capacity building as well as of 
existing higher education facilities in Africa, and the importance of a clear link with 
existing initiatives as well as between the thematic chapter and the infrastructure 
chapter.  
The third session addressed the Space and In Situ Infrastructure cross cutting issue 
(Annex 4). This session proposed actions to target the development of Space and in situ 
Infrastructure in order to fill the gaps in the thematic areas of the GAAP, specifically the 
thematic areas addressed above. The issue of data accessibility was also recognized as a 
key issue to be addressed. This chapter requires further reflection and consolidation in 
order to reach an adequate level ofcompletion. 
 
The fourth session addressed the other cross cutting issue, Governance (Policy and 
Institutional Framework) (Annex 5). The discussions launched during this session 
highlighted the importance of this issue and a decision was taken to embed this matter 
into the ongoing work of the African Working Group on Space regarding the African 
Space Policy. The African Space Policy will be endorsed by AMCOST at the end of 2014. 
 
At the end of the workshop a “Call for the Implementation of GMES and Africa” was 
discussed and adopted by all present (Annex 6). This document outlines the basis for 
future actions for the GMES & Africa process as well for Earth Observation in Africaand 
will be submitted at the EU-Africa Summit in 2014, in order to encourage and strengthen 
cooperation in the framework of the GMES & Africa Initiative. 



Annex 1: List of Participants of the GMES & Africa Consolidation-Validation Workshop, 
24-25 October 2013, Johannesburg, South Africa. 
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Annex 3: Thematic Areas - Recommendations and Conclusions  

 



 



 
Annex 4: Space and in situ Infrastructure 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 
Annex 5: Governance  
 

 



 

 



 



 
Annex 6: Call for the Implementation of GMES and Africa 
 

 


