Minutes of CAADP DPTT teleconference call, 03/10/13
CAADP Development Partners Task Team (DPTT)

Minutes of DPTT teleconference call

Thursday 10th October 2013


Participants:

Steve Rothfuchs (CIDA); Marie Hélène Novak and Bernard Rey (EC – Chair); Francesco Rampa (ECDPM); Jean Kabahizi (FAO); Pascale Corbé (GDPRD Secretariat); Eleonora Canigiani (Global Mechanism); Monique Calon (NL-BuZa); Patterson Brown and Susan Thompson (USAID); Hubert Cathala (TA to EC, Cardno)


Summary of main issues and decisions:
- A Business Meeting preparation Task Team telephone conference will be held next Monday 14th October to prepare the BM. DPTT members will send their comments on the Business Meeting concept note and annotated agenda (prepared by the NPCA) to the DPTT Secretariat before Monday. The EC chair and USAID will represent the DPTT in the task team.
- DPTT members will discuss the limitations of the SD Direct report on "Mapping Investment Flows into African Agriculture" which should be presented at the BM (as has been agreed in the last telco).
- The DPTT secretariat will prepare a draft progress report for the BM. It will be circulated before we travel to Abuja so as to receive comments from DPTT members. The report can then be discussed in the DPTT meeting.
- The DPTT Chair will discuss with the NPCA how best to ensure maximum attendance of DPTT member institutions in the BM.
- It is agreed to hold a quick DPTT meeting immediately following the Business Meeting.
- The DPTT meeting will be held on Tuesday 29th October in the EC Delegation premises in Abuja – invitation letter will follow.
- USAID, the Netherlands (BuZa), DFID and the DPTT Secretariat are proposed as members of a steering group to conduct preliminary exchanges of ideas on a CAADP post compact implementation event.
- No telco is planned before the DPTT Meeting (29th October) unless unexpected issues emerge.


A) Preliminary remarks
1. Following the last telco (03/10/13), minutes were circulated but sprang reactions about whether the discussions had actually led to decisions or remained points for discussion. A revised version of the minutes will be circulated to take this into account.
2. The EC chair proposes, from now on, to distribute a short agenda matrix before each telco presenting the agenda items, the background information related to each item and expected points of discussion or decisions. This should enable to better focus discussions and save time with respect to putting things in context (background information not being represented unless someone disagrees with it) thus concentrating on actually reaching agreements.
3. There has been no news from the NPCA or the AUC/DREA since the DPTT secretariat sent an annotated version of the latest version of the Partnership Paper (in which DPTT comments had supposed already been taken in) last Friday.
B) The Business Meeting (BM)
4. A telephone conference has been proposed by the NPCA next Monday 14th October to prepare the Business Meeting. Items on the agenda are: i) briefing on logistical arrangements; ii) agenda ; iii) documents to be distributed and iv) side meetings. USAID reconfirms its commitment to take part in the Business Meeting Task Team along with the DPTT secretariat.
5. DPTT members agree to send their comments on the Business Meeting concept note and annotated agenda (prepared by the NPCA) to the DPTT Secretariat, as a preparation to the Monday 14th October BM task team call.
6. To date 3 points have come out from our discussions on the Business Meeting agenda: i) We need to prepare the discussion on CAADP funding status and support of different institutions and instruments (item 4 of BM agenda); ii) With respect to the second day, mainly focused on reports, we will need some solid framing on what we are going to report on if we want to get anything out of it in terms of the issues we want to bring forward; and iii) There has also been a request to discuss the KIS.
[bookmark: _GoBack]7. A discussion was held of how interesting is the SD Direct report on "Mapping Investment Flows into African Agriculture" commissioned by the World Bank. DPTT members will discuss its limitations and the relevance of presenting it at the BM (as has been agreed in the last telco).
8. CIDA agrees to send a past version of the progress report to the DPTT secretariat to support the preparation of the next DPTT progress report by the Secretariat. A draft version of the progress report will be circulated before we travel to Abuja so as to receive comments from DPTT members. The report can then be discussed again in the DPTT meeting prior to the BM.
9. A discussion is held on whether we should align the progress report on the results of the draft CAADP Results framework. This could be a form of test before accepting and endorsing the Results Framework. It would enable us to see how DPTT activities fit and contribute to the Results Framework. There is consensus around discussing this issue but some parties feel actually aligning may be preliminary and we should limit ourselves to supporting the Partnership Paper and the Results Framework.
10. The DPTT chair has received requests for an invitation to the BM from 16 people. DFID, JICA, IFAD and the Spanish Cooperation have not responded though we feel they will probably wish to assist. A discussion on how to select participants is held. The principle according to which institutions should limit their amount of participants for DPTT representation to reflect the largest number of institutions is mentioned. A distinction is however made between donor institutions and non donor DPTT members.
11. There is agreement that not respecting the NPCA's request of limiting ourselves to 15 participants (people) would be bad diplomacy.
12. The possibility of having some institutions invited outside the DPTT quota is discussed.
13. The Global Mechanism requests we ask AUC and NPCA whether it would be possible to make available videoconference facilities for some institutions to take part in key moments of the meeting.
14. A request is made for institutions to confirm the exact name of their participants for NPCA to be able to send nominal letters of invitation.
15. A discussion is held on the possible organisation of a 1 day ECOWAS meeting the day after the BM (01/11/13). The DPTT Secretariat and/or the BM task team will follow up on this to check whether it is materialising. It would be the opportunity of presenting the ECOWAS CAADP Donor Working Group coordination experience.
16. The RTI JAG meeting is still planned for the afternoon of the 29th October (though this would be on an informal basis and needs to be confirmed) despite the feelings voiced in the last telco that it could be premature to hold it before the BM where it is hoped that JAG modalities will be formalised.
C) Next DPTT meeting
17. Agenda items suggested by the DPTT chair are validated:
1. Final common position with respect to issues on the BM’s agenda (partnership paper, AU 2014 agenda, funding status, progress report)
2. DPTT activities running up to AU Year 2014 (up until February meeting)
3. Event on Post Compact CAADP implementation at a national level
4. Discussion on tracking flows of support to CAADP implementation (Why? How?...)
5. DPTT – MDTF PC relations and MDTF II scope consultation process
6. Other (Demonstration of DPTT “hub” (internet exchange platform), non-charter finalisation (representation and name)
18. The DPTT secretariat will prepare a more detailed version of the agenda on the basis of these agenda items.
19. The DPTT chair proposes holding a quick DPTT meeting following the Business Meeting. Participants agree to this (could be during dinner).
20. The DPTT meeting on 29th will be held in the EC Delegation premises in Abuja.
E) Post Compact CAADP implementation event
21. There is backing to organise an event in relation to this team.
22. The event is planned to be held the first week of February 2014. No location is fixed yet. The initial idea is to bring a group of technical working level representatives and officials from country teams along with lead and maybe secondary donor together to discuss challenges in terms of CAADP implementation. This gives opportunity for cross learning. We would be aiming to invite the -about- 20 countries that have completed CAADP invest plans. USAID is prepared to finance a significant part of this meeting though not all.
23. A discussion about what exactly the process building up to the meeting should be was held. There is concern about identifying issues which country stakeholders will feel concerned about and not having too much of a continental approach, with the risk of being too general. One proposal, which emerged from Martin Bwalya's recent visit to Brussels, would be to have a dual track preparation process with, on one hand, the AUC/DREA and the NPCA approaching CAADP focal points and identifying issues in specific countries and consolidating these consultations into agenda items; and on the other hand, the DPTT developing a similar process with ADWG in countries which have advanced with CAADP compact and investment plan preparation. Once this step has been undertaken, AU institutions and the DPTT, possibly along with key country teams would then get together to specify the exact contents and form of the event.
In the same vein, the possibility of developing similar events at a regional level before organising a continental event was also mentioned. This would contribute to improving donor coordination at a regional level.
It was underlined that it is important to capture layered dynamics which is one of the reasons why the presence of country teams present at a non political level is important. The idea is also to fit all this in with efforts with respect to the Partnership Paper, the Results Framework and the JAGs and integrate national preoccupations within these processes as much as possible.
24. It is agreed that a steering group will conduct preliminary exchanges of ideas and discussions on this event. This would contribute to more formal discussions which we would have at the DPTT and Business Meetings. USAID, the Netherlands (BuZa) and the DPTT Secretariat are proposed as members to the steering group, probably along with DFID.
E) Other
25. The EC has received an invitation to an event on "Scaling Up Investments in Science and Technology: Collective Actions to Enhance Africa’s Agricultural Productivity and Competitiveness" organised by FARA in Abuja on 7 and 8th November. A related concept note was circulated to DPTT members. The question of sending a DPTT representative or being represented by our local offices is mentioned (but not responded to). It is agreed members can discuss between themselves this issue so that we can respond in a coordinated way.
26. An event on “Mainstreaming Land Policy and Governance in the APRM and CAADP” was organised by the Land Policy Initiative in Addis Ababa on 2 and 3rd October. It looked at the way land issues are handled within CAADP. In essence, conclusions indicated that although many CAADP interventions deal with combating land degradation or water management but land policy issues and land governance are hardly covered in the CAADP compact. This is food for thought.
27. It is agreed that, unless something necessitating it comes, up we do not plan another telco before the next DPTT Meeting.
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