Minutes of CAADP DPTT teleconference call, 05/12/13
CAADP Development Partners Task Team (DPTT)

Minutes of DPTT teleconference call

Thursday 05th December 2013


Participants:

Steve Rothfuchs (Canada - DFATD); Marie Hélène Novak and Bernard Rey (EC – Chair); Jeske Van Seters (ECDPM); Guy Evers and Jean Kabahizi (FAO); Pascale Corbé (GDPRD Secretariat); Carsten Schuettel (GIZ); Patterson Brown (USAID); David Nielson (World Bank); Hubert Cathala (TA to DPTT Chair, Cardno)


Summary of main issues and decisions:
- The EU will get in touch with Dr Abebe to see exactly what they are expecting from Development Partners with respect to preparing AU Y2014.
- The DPTT would appreciate some feedback from USAID on the discussions held during the AU retreat in Entebbe last week.
- The DPTT needs to organise discussions amongst its members concerning the level and kind of support they want to provide to agricultural research programmes / CAADP pillar IV. This should lead to the preparation by the DPTT of a unified position with respect to the Science Agenda for the next BM.
- Partners need to share views more regularly and improve transparency with respect to initiatives they support.
- As part of the MDTF 2 preparation process, the DPTT Chair and the WB will discuss when and how to organise a discussion on overall CAADP support instrument complementarity. This with involve the whole range of donors.
[bookmark: _GoBack]- DPTT members will check -and possibly complement- the updated ADWG list. It is now looking relatively complete.
- The next telco will be held on Thursday 16th January 2014.


A) AU Y2014 preparation process and issues following up from the DPTT meeting
1. Canadian DFATD colleagues in Addis Ababa feel they are not in a position to properly take up responsibilities with respect to the AU Y2014 Steering Committee. USAID would like to be closely associated with the preparation of the AU Y2014 agenda but needs to check exactly what they can propose in relation to this. The EU has contacted their delegation responsible for relations with the AU but are still waiting for a response.
2. We will check exactly what is required from DPTT members with respect to the AU Y2014 preparations and whether we need to be regularly present in Addis or not. The EU will get in touch with Dr Abebe to see exactly what the AUC is expecting from Development Partners with respect to preparing AU Y2014.
3. There has been an AUC/DREA retreat in Entebbe over the last few days which appears to have progressed quite a bit with respect to the AU Y2014 agenda. Some new material should be released quite soon.
4. USAID was present at the retreat. It would be appreciated if the DPTT could receive some feedback with respect to the retreat's major issues and decisions.
5. No additional news with respect to any work concerning the finalisation of the partnership paper and the results framework, since the Business Meeting, is presented.
6. No comments are made in relation to tracking CAADP support flows.
B) Recent Events
1. Science Agenda
7. The "Scaling Up Investments in Science and Technology: Collective Actions to Enhance Africa’s Agricultural Productivity and Competitiveness" meeting, organised by FARA on 01/11/13, fitted in to a series of events that FARA, SROs and Development Partners have been undertaking to look at further support for Science programmes at the continental and more local level. The meeting was co hosted by FARA and the Nigerian Government with a clear will to demonstrate African ownership of the agricultural research agenda. It also contributed to a strong effort to promote African financial contributions to research programmes so as to lessen their -still high- dependence on foreign contributions. A high level advocacy discussion about support to agricultural research programmes involving the international community as well as African leaders was promoted.
8. There is new leadership in all SROs and in FARA. These agricultural research institutions are working in a much more harmonious way than ever before.
9. There remains a need for continued discussion amongst Development Partners to determine what level and kind of support they want to provide for these programmes. The DPTT needs to organise discussions around this subject.
10. A further issue was the fact that FARA would like Pillar IV stakeholders to have a more consistent and unified language. Economies of scale could be sought in this way.
11. The DPTT should prepare a consolidated overall position for the next BM with respect to the Science Agenda. This will contribute to mobilising additional donors for pillar IV.
2. Risk management
12. A debriefing on the PARM workshop organised by NEPAD and IFAD (on agricultural risk management and mainstreaming risk management in CAADP implementation) was proposed. The programme should, on the one hand, undertake national case studies of Agricultural Risk Management options in 6-8 African countries in view of contributing to National Agricultural Policies; on the other hand, they will maintain a "think tank role" and supply information to a wider public. The PARM is supported by Italy, France and the EC.
13. The necessity for partners to share views and improve transparency with respect to initiatives that they support was discussed. It would have been a good idea for the NPCA to present the PARM in the BM for instance. One of the reasons for this not having been done may be the proliferation of initiatives and the fact that the linkage between each initiative is not well understood, even maybe at NPCA level. This problem is much broader than the PARM. Often, the same DPs -including those in the DPTT- are behind initiatives but treat them separately. Moreover, there is a risk that even at the country level they are treated separately which they should not.
3. MDTF 2
14. During the WB annual meetings in October, the AUC formerly requested that DPs establish a second MDTF. A CN has been produced, largely by the bank team, and has been under discussion with partners in Africa and DPTT members for a couple of months. It has been revised on the basis of these discussions.
15. A meeting was held in London, 2 weeks ago, to discuss the CN with partners involved in the current MDTF. A revised CN has been developed and sent out to the AUC and NEPAD for comments. It will be circulated once AUC and NEPAD have provided comments on it. The minutes of the London meeting will be circulated once its participants have approved them.
16. A further meeting is planned in Addis Ababa on the 22nd January with CAADP institutions, a broader set of stakeholders and Donors in Addis at that time.
17. A more detailed document should be prepared in February using input from all consultations. The Trust fund should be established in time for it to be announced at the AU summit in July.
18. It was reminded that the MDTF is only one instrument amongst a variety of CAADP support tools and that other tools also need resources and should not be neglected (different CAADP support channels being in effect competing for resources from the same donors).
19. It is intended to have a broader discussion about this issue amongst DPs. This should help clarify what kind of support is coming from where and how the MDTF fits in with other types of CAADP support instruments.
20. By operating at a higher hierarchical level than the MDTF per se, the DPTT can provide an added value through its broader view of CAADP support and an analysis of the complementarity of the MDTF in relation to other channels. The WB needs to include in its calendar of events towards preparation of the MDTF 2, a real discussion on instrument complementarity within an overall system of CAADP support. The DPTT Chair and the WB will discuss when and how to organise such a discussion with the whole range of donors.
C) February event on post compact CAADP implementation with CAADP country teams and ADWG
21. Minutes of the steering committee meeting held on 27th November have been sent out.
22. The AUC needs to send out preliminary documents to save the date (currently fixed as 11-13th February) and set the stage for how the event will move forward. We still need to clarify the type of support DPs can provide in terms of bringing together country teams. We are still working on producing a draft agenda, a budget proposal and tools to support meeting preparation.
23. Another call was planned for 06/12/13 (tomorrow) as a follow up, but it is not clear who is organising it. It could be pushed back to early next week; particularly as actions planned for the present week don't seem to have materialised.
24. The focus of the event is country implementation, challenges and opportunities. The idea is to look at CAADP investment plans at a country level. The event is understood as an exchange of countries. RECs, particularly COMESA, ECOWAS and IGAD, will however be included since country processes are embedded in regional dynamics. Moreover, they are expected to facilitate country level discussions. RECs are represented by COMESA in the steering committee.
25. DPTT members will have a further look at the updated ADWG list to check -and possibly complement- its information. It is now looking relatively complete.
D) Other
26. Members have a week to make any other comment on the DPTT meeting minutes, DPTT progress report and Non Charter. After this date, the documents will be considered as approved.
27. Concerning the Non-Charter a request is made to specify that the one year chairmanship retained in the text as a minimal chairmanship can be extended to 2 years.
28. It is suggested we have our next DPTT meeting just before the Partnership Platform (starting 24th March). There is a preference for organising it on Sunday 23rd rather than the week before but, beyond having it before the PP, no specific date is yet fixed.
29. Members are requested to register and give some feedback on the DPTT "Hub" launched during the week.
30. The next telco will be held on 16th January 2014.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year !
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