[bookmark: _GoBack]Well, I think these are two very different things. Not just slightly different, very different. In a democratic context, therefore, with a democratic constitution, which has a legal framework for relationships between the State and society and for the organisation and functioning of the State, the State has one centralised level and another decentralised level and therefore there are a set of government and administrative institutions that have to be consolidated according to the legal framework.   Well, what does this mean? It means that the State is centralised and decentralised at the same time. Centralised on one level and decentralised on another. How much? In what proportion? Well, it will vary. From the political point of view, it establishes one centralised level and another decentralised level in this State. Thus, there are government and administrative institutions that have to be strengthened according to the law, which provides, for example, that local entities will be autonomous. This means that the legal framework has to developed to ensure that this happens and that the constitution is fulfilled with respect to the efficacy of all the institutions and of the relationships between them. This sets the framework for relationships between institutions, but more importantly for those between the State and society, i.e. which governments are competent in which matters and which governments have jurisdiction in which areas. This is the important thing. Thus, decentralisation is going to be a tool to ensure that the promised institutional and democratic changes are implemented. I believe this is an important matter, because it is being said that decentralisation is a democracy development tool  ... And it may well be, but we have to say first that democratisation, especially following authoritarian or dictatorial regimes, centralised to a maximum, where there is no democracy, would be the first result of political decentralisation, which is a distribution of power, an ordered distribution. This shows us how democratisation or institutionalisation are fundamental elements of the State's development, its institutional and democratic consolidation, which has nothing to do with decentralisation as a tool that has to improve or strengthen the power of local entities with respect to central government, and, therefore, redefine relationships. 


