
 

 

Background information 

The African and EU Heads of States decided, in 2007, to change the nature 

of the inter-continental partnership between Africa and the EU. The 

principles guiding the relationship are dialogue, common objectives, 

mutual responsibilities and shared benefits.1 

Subsequently, the 3rd Africa-EU Summit decided, in December 2010, to 

‘confirm the joint determination to strengthen cooperation in the area of 

cultural goods and other areas of cultural cooperation’. To operationalise 

the political commitment, priority was given to: 

1. To raise awareness among decision makers on the importance of the 

protection of cultural goods (PoCG) against plunder, theft and illicit 

trafficking for stability, security and sustainable development 

(increased understanding of situations, trends and dynamics, 

improved inventories and digitalization of such inventories, 

improved customs, police and heritage management resources, 

monitoring capacity and improved design of policies and programs). 

 

2. To provide recommendations and priority actions to enhance the 

PoCG in Africa, taking into due consideration current gaps at pan 

African and regional levels.  

 

3. To identify interested parties and outline operational modalities in 

the areas of digital cultural archiving for sustainable development 

and cultural data and cultural goods monitoring in Africa. 

 

4. To deliver input for dialogue at political level, especially in the 

perspective of the 2014 EU-Africa Summit (April 2014). 

 

To realise these objectives, a workshop will be held in Casablanca, Morocco 

from 9-11 January 2014. The 3-day Workshop will bring together a wide 

range of thematic experts in the field of the protection of cultural goods 
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(incl. heritage management and law enforcement) as well as 

representatives from key institutions active in this area.  Stakeholders from 

the five African regions, the African Union Commission and the EU Member 

States, the UNESCO, Union économique et monétaire ouest-africaine 

(UEMOA), the European Commission, INTERPOL, ICOM International, WCO 

and others as appropriate will participate.  

 

The workshop will be structured around the following issues:  

Module 1: Towards better international cooperation to combat theft 

and trafficking 

3 sub-themes: 

 Heritage and local networks : awareness raising and exchanges 

 Mutualised contribution for a better securisation of sites and 

heritage institutions 

 Towards a better international cooperation in the fight against theft 

and illicit trafficking of cultural goods 

 

Module 2: The role of digital cultural archives 

3 sub-themes: 

 A technical perspective 

 The African perspective  

 A Joint perspective 

 The following cross-cutting issues will be dealt with: 

(1) policy and institutional framework, (2) infrastructure framework, 

(3) capacity building, (4) financial issues, (5) monitoring and evaluation 

Experts provide their input and present several options for follow-up with 

regard to the future Africa-EU cooperation in the fight against illicit 

trafficking of cultural goods.  


