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We all know that accountability is a really important element of decentralisation, but often time accountability is framed primarily around issues of local elections and the bottom line on that is that we know that local elections are important for local accountability but there are also bluntly accountability instruments. So there are to be other ways for citizens to connect with their local governments. And in some of these are just basic information, sessions, there can also be participatory planning budgeting and report cards, and things like this, ways of providing feedbacks and interaction. So these are very important things and we increasingly understand the needs for them. But it is also true that many of these things have been done in relative formulated way. Regionally, for example, participatory budgeting emerges organically out of a very specific environment in Porto Allegre Brazil. And that model has been kind of shopped around the world. In Porto Allegre case the guidelines for participatory budgeting did not come from a Ministry of local government or Donor manual, they were developed locally through local purposes. And so what these mechanisms are quite important, it also important they have be developed in a way that can be used effectively in a particular environment. And the other thing is that, just because they exist, doesn’t mean that people are going to use them. They have to feel like there is some benefit to doing this. They have to know how to use them. They have to feel comfortable with using them, not being intimidated by the presence of certain peoples in the rooms or that they just going to repeat what some local leader wants, and so forth. And this means that in certain environments you have to think about, perhaps, structuring the sessions of participatory planning or budgeting in a different ways so that you can get people to speak their mind and really and genuinely assemble some feedbacks. I think the other part of this two is that, if it has an influence than people may continue to do it. And of course, you know, you think about, wherever country you live in, many of us are very engaged in participatory processes, partly that is because in more industrialized, in more developed countries we get basic services and infrastructures already, so it is less of interest for us. But at the same, and we have some trust in our local government, but at the same time these elements are available and if people, and if there are some controversial project people show up and show their mind. But it is because they feel empowered to challenge the local government on something and not just accept whatever decisions are made by the local government. So, that kind of sensibility has to be developed over time, and if people see that their involvement in this kind of mechanism has an impact, than they would be more likely to continue doing in the future. So, bottom line: accountability is very important, elections are a very important element of accountability but we need other mechanism. But we have to make sure that the accountability mechanisms there will be used in a particular place, they will be developed for a particular place, or appropriate for that particular place.   
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