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What we see in Latin America is that, in the recent past, there has been a move towards creating new local participatory institutions. There are two necessary conditions that are important for these local participatory institutions to work properly and, ultimately perhaps, enhance local democracy. One is for local governments to have political and fiscal decentralisation. By political decentralisation I mean that they are locally elected, if these are local governments, and that they have a significant level of political autonomy from the national government. By fiscal decentralisation what I mean is that these local governments have the necessary fiscal resources to afford the responsibilities, and that they have  some level of decision making about a list a portion of those resources and how they are going to be allocated. So, in processes of participatory budgeting for example, what we see is that a part of the investment budget of the local government is decided through participatory mechanisms. So we need those resources to be there, so it is a necessary condition to have political autonomy, but also some degree of fiscal decentralisation. Secondly for local communities participation to have enhancing democratic features it is very important that there is some level, at least some degree, of political competition at the local level, and some level of freedom of expression so civil society can choose among different leaders and civil society can also express themselves without any fear of retaliation from the political elites. So, I’d say those are the necessary conditions to have meaningful local community participation.   
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