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Digital Data in archaeology:  

long term preservation and access 

– the work of  

the Archaeology Data Service 
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• Digital preservation 

• Free access to data via the 

Internet 

• Guidance and support for 

data creators 

 

Supporting research, learning and teaching with 

free, high quality and dependable digital resources 
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Information entropy 
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http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/dpm/dpm-eng/oldmedia/pages/sd.html
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/dpm/dpm-eng/oldmedia/pages/xd.html
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/dpm/dpm-eng/oldmedia/pages/smartmedia.html
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/dpm/dpm-eng/oldmedia/pages/compactflash.html
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/dpm/dpm-eng/oldmedia/pages/travan.html
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In March 2011 we were very pleased to obtain 

the Data Seal of Approval: 
http://assessment.datasealofapproval.org/assessment_36/seal/ht

ml/ 

 

We follow the 

Open Archival 

Information 

System (OAIS) 

reference model 

Archival Standards: How we do it 

http://assessment.datasealofapproval.org/assessment_36/seal/html/
http://assessment.datasealofapproval.org/assessment_36/seal/html/
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GIS 

CAD 

Geophysics 

AP and Remote Sensing 

Excavation and Fieldwork 

Virtual Reality 
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The Guides 
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The Opportunity:  

no preservation without re-use 
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British Archaeological Awards 2008 Best Archaeological Innovation 

http://www.britarch.ac.uk/awards/index.html
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Primary re-use of data 
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•Set up in 1996 – 2 members of staff 

•Currently c.15 members of staff 

• Director 

• Deputy Director  

• Communications & Access Manager 

• European Projects Manager 

• Administrator 

• 3 Applications Developers 

• 6 Digital Archivists 

•Based within the University of York 

 

The Archaeology Data 

Service: Staffing 
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ADS Charging Policy 

ADS one-off deposit charge levied at point of deposit: 

 

•Included in project costing – to research council, 

public body, or commercial contractor 

•Starts at c. £250; can be up to c.£50,000 

•Generally < 3% of project costs 

•Costing based on: 

• Number of files 

• Complexity 

• Size 
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Investment Return over 30 

years? 

Increase in returns on 

investment in data and related 

infrastructure arising from 

additional use facilitated by ADS    
  

ADS Value/Impact Analysis 

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 

£1 investment provides up to £8.30 return  
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International collaboration 
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Thank-you for listening 

Further information 

Follow us on Twitter: 

 

@ADS_Update 

Follow us on Facebook: 

 

http://www.facebook.com/archaeology.data.servi

ce 

E-mail: julian.richards@york.ac.uk 

Website: http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/ 
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