Minutes of CAADP DPTT informal meeting, 13/02/14
CAADP Development Partners Task Team (DPTT)

Informal DPTT meeting minutes

Addis Ababa, Thursday 13th February 2014


Participants:

Marco Serena (DFID); Jean Pierre Halkin and Marie Hélène Novak (European Commission); Aude Guignard (EU Delegation to Ethiopia); Mutemwe Kavalo (EU Delegation to Malawi); James Tefft (FAO); Eric Force (French Ministry of Foreign Affairs), Ousmane Djibo and Carsten Schuettle (GIZ); Courtney Buck, Michelle Jennings, Jim Oehmke and Fenton Sands (USAID); Willem Janssen and Severin Kodderitzsch (World Bank); Roman Malumelo (Malawi ADWG); Hubert Cathala (TA to DPTT chair)


Summary of main issues and decisions:
1. The DPTT secretariat will produce a 2 page communication proposal including key messages from this excellent meeting. The note will be shared with ADWG, DPTT members and African participants to the meeting.
2. The EC chair will enquire with AUC about the level of African representation at the 10th Partnership Platform. Once this is known, DPs will indicate their own range of representation.
3. The Donors guidelines at country level will be updated after African countries have renewed their commitment to CAADP. However, a small group will look at the guidelines and make recommendations on a way forward (content and format) for discussion at the next DPTT meeting.
4. The DPTT intends to organise a senior official meeting before the AU Summit. The discussions could include the following:
i) A confirmation of support and commitment to the CAADP process on the part of participating DPs with a call for an ambitious Head of State summit conclusion in Malabo in June;
ii) An exchange of views on how in the future we would take the CAADP process forward collectively, including the issue of the political leadership of CAADP and policy reforms;
iii) scaling up financial commitments, particularly at the national level (and what type of conditions we would like to see taken into account to pursue and enhance donor support);
iv) How far we can further align (and possibly the related questions of instrumentation (basket funding...) and building on existing initiatives).


A) Key messages we should retain and relay
1. The meeting has been excellent in terms of stakeholder participation and involvement (countries, RECs and donors at both country and headquarter level). It has shown evidence of significant progress and provided participants with examples of specific actions to move forward and key messages to take back to their countries. The event has also helped identify a limited number of key areas for CAADP to work on in the coming years and has contributed to prepare messages to be discussed at the 10th Partnership Platform and the upcoming ministerial. More generally, it has shown evidence of how the AU YOA 2014 is coming together. We must make sure we capitalize on and keep up the momentum which this meeting has created.
2. Specifically concerning development partners, the presence of both headquarters and ADWG should be highlighted. We should try to keep up the level of communication. Moreover, the presence of ADWG adds value to discussions. It could be good for some ADWG to be involved in the PP.
3. A series of important steps are being taken at national level. These must be supported in addition to efforts from headquarters. To this effect, we should provide some guidance for Development Partners (DP) at country level so as to make sure they are taking part at the appropriate level in the coming weeks and months.
4. DPs need to make a statement that they will support the process and mobilise colleagues at a national level to do so in order to come out with a strong message at the heads of state summit in June.
5. For Monday 17th, the DPTT secretariat will produce a 2 page communication proposal including key messages from this meeting and what is expected from country offices at country level. Following comments from participants, the note will be shared with ADWG, DPTT members and African participants to the meeting. The communication will also be sent to the donors heads of mission in countries.
8. In parallel, the EC chair will enquire with AUC about the level of representation at the 10th Partnership Platform on the African side. Once this is known, DPs will indicate their own range of representation in Durban -hopefully high.
B) Reviewing donor guidelines at country level
9. The donor guidelines to support CAADP implementation were prepared by the GDPRD in 2009 to agree on common principles for DPs to support the CAADP process at country level. They focused on compact and NAIP elaboration and are considered outdated as many countries now have NAIP in place and the issue has become how to implement it and review its progress.
10. The guidelines should be simpler and shorter, focusing on principles. We should start from scratch a new set of separate guidelines focusing on NAIP implementation. Such guidelines will only express an intent; they will not commit institutions and be binding (which implies a much more complicated process).
13. It is not clear whether it is the right time to update the guidelines. Waiting for the next Head of state summit in June would enable DPs to see how far African countries are committed and how far they want to commit through the Guidelines for CAADP country teams at national level. Moreover, it would be easier to see whether both documents should be merged or not, so that we have African and DP commitments together. Besides, right now, in such a busy year, we may not want to put so much effort into the guidelines, particularly as we are still struggling with the Partnership Paper.
14. However, though not as a priority, a small group of institutions will look at the guidelines and make recommendations on a way forward (content and format) for discussion at the next DPTT meeting.
C) Senior Officer meeting
15. The last DPTT telephone conference supported the idea of organising a senior official meeting.
16. Such a meeting will contribute to ensure the right level of commitment towards the AU YOA 2014 and CAADP. It will enhance the level of discussions and coordination to make sure we effectively push for an ambitious declaration in the June Head of State summit with both headquarters and offices at country level supporting the AU led process.
17. The idea is also to lobby DP institutions internally and raise awareness so as to get political buy in for the CAADP process.
18. To give an idea of the level of participation expected, the EC indicates it intends to send Klaus Rudischhauser, the deputy DG in EuropeAid, to chair the meeting.
19. The discussions could include the following:
i) A confirmation of support and commitment to the CAADP process on the part of participating DPs with a call for an ambitious Head of State summit conclusion in Malabo in June;
ii) An exchange of views on how in the future we would take the CAADP process forward collectively, including the issue of political leadership of CAADP and policy reforms;
iii) The possibility of scaling up financial commitments, particularly at the national level (and the issues we would like to see taken into account to pursue and enhance donor support);
iv) How far we can further align (and possibly the related questions of instrumentation (basket funding...), building on existing initiatives and mechanisms, and increasing further coordination and information exchange between DPs).
20. The meeting being relatively short (1-1h30), the agenda should be limited to 2-4 points. Moreover, such a meeting can only involve limited debate meaning issues have to be pre discussed beforehand.
21. Broadening the scope of DPs (particularly BRICS and big foundations) is considered.
22. The relevance of identifying thematic issues (nutrition sensitive agriculture, environment for business, creating the right context for growth, protecting marginal farmers, land tenure, data systems, climate smart agriculture...) amongst DPs or waiting for Africans to propose them is extensively discussed. Identifying a series of topics where DPs can jointly do more at policy level is relevant but we should be cautious about coming out too strong on specific topics. Moreover, a topical priorisation is considered too ambitious for the meeting considered. We should limit discussions to CAADP.
23. Touching upon institutional issues related to the need for cross sector consultation and the fact that in the AUC, CAADP is managed by DREA, whereas nutrition is managed by social affairs and issues related to the business environment by "Finance", linked to a different commission, is considered too ambitious.
[bookmark: _GoBack]24. The possibility of producing a joint message to follow up on in June is mentioned.
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