Minutes of CAADP DPTT teleconference call, 06/02/14
CAADP Development Partners Task Team (DPTT)

Minutes of DPTT teleconference call

Thursday 06th February 2014


Participants:

Darren Brunk and Steve Rothfuchs (Canada - DFATD); Marie Hélène Novak and Bernard Rey (EC – Chair); Jeske Van Seters (ECDPM); Guy Evers, James Tefft and Jean Kabahizi (FAO); Pascale Corbé (GDPRD Secretariat); Geoffrey Livingston and Abdul Barry (IFAD); Patterson Brown, Michelle Jennings and Susan Thompson (USAID); Willem Janssen, David Nielson and Tim Robertson (World Bank); Hubert Cathala (TA to DPTT Chair, Cardno)


Summary of main issues and decisions:
1. The Partnership Platform will be held in Durban from 19th to 21st March. Discussions on its concept note are still underway.
2. The DPTT should harmonise its level of representation in the 10th PP.
3. A "mini" Business Meeting (BM) should be held on Saturday 22nd March after the 10th PP.
4. A DPTT meeting will be organised as a side event to the 10th PP, before the BM (maybe on the 20th or 21st March).
5. So as to produce a new version of the Partnership Agreement, it is proposed that a preliminary agreement on its content be endorsed by AUC/DREA and NPCA at a high level. A short high level note would be prepared materialising this high level agreement and would be presented for discussion to the group defined in Abuja that could develop a more extensive partnership agreement on its basis.
6. The consultation meeting on the CAADP MDTF 2 in Addis Ababa provided broad support for a new trust fund.
7. The EC will share a conceptual framework on tracking CAADP support flows. DPTT members should react to it and could aim at having a product to present in Durban.
8. The organisation of a senior official meeting of the various donors contributing to CAADP is supported.
5. The next telco will be held on Thursday 06th February 2014.

A) CAADP 10 years on: Dialogue to Improve Implementation, Coordination and Alignment with National Agricultural Investment Plans (NAIP)
1. Countries have participated well in the process of preparation of the meeting. The donor community will be well represented with around 50 people. African representatives could total 80-100. DPTT members must take advantage of the presence of all these colleagues to foster extensive discussions, peer exchange and experience sharing.
2. Through the questionnaires, a large quantity of information has been produced. It will be important to capitalise on this information. In a number of cases, the ADWG has made a point of not having the same view as the African side. This must be recognised as reports don't reflect it well. It is important that differences of opinion come out at the meeting for there to really be a dialogue about how CAADP is being implemented.
3. An informal gathering of Development Partner participants is planned on Monday evening. On the evening of the last day (Thursday), a DPTT meeting / debriefing with ADWG representatives is proposed to draw lessons from the exercise and see what the next steps could be.
4. ADWG have put a lot of effort and enthusiasm into the preparation process and in responding to materials but some weren't clear as to how far the proposed questionnaires really captured what they wanted to say. The DPTT should be careful about how to interact with other groups in the future and attempt to improve the quality of its communication.
B) 10th Partnership Platform
5. The Partnership Platform will be held in Durban from 19th to 21st March. The DPTT has sent a first set of comments concerning the first concept note. We are currently waiting for the 2nd version of the concept note.
6. The DPTT should harmonise its level of representation at the 10th PP.
7. The AUC/DREA would appreciate organising a "mini" Business Meeting (BM) on Saturday 22nd March after the 10th PP. The DPTT agrees with this proposal.
8. The DPTT chair suggests also organising a DPTT meeting as a side event to the 10th PP, before the BM (maybe on the 20th or 21st March).
9. A breakfast meeting is planned on Thursday 13th February (on the side of the Addis "Dialogue to improve CAADP implementation") to discuss the 10th PP. It should appraise the present state of preparations and draw a common position with respect to what remains to be done, as well as on the necessary length (2 or 3 days) and agenda of the 10th PP. It will also touch upon the dates of the proposed BM and DPTT meetings.
C) Partnership Agreement
10. Some DPTT members are upset about the limited apparent progress made in finalising the Partnership Agreement. The paper is not being sufficiently discussed and time appears to be running very short for sufficient exchanges to materialise and allow consensus and ownership. Despite the fact that some issues are beyond our purview, the most should be made of every opportunity to talk about the agreement and "get the ball moving again". The agreement could be discussed in Addis.
11. As agreed in the last telco, the DPTT Chair has touched upon the issue with the AUC/DREA and the NPCA. Before going ahead with the revision of the Partnership Agreement as agreed in the BM, they have indicated that they would like a preliminary agreement on its content to be endorsed at a high level (meaning Commissioner Tumusiime and Dr Mayaki probably). A short high level note would be prepared materialising this high level agreement and would be presented for discussion to a wider group that could develop a more extensive partnership agreement on its basis.
12. The AUC/DREA has underlined that such a paper is necessary to clarify the roles, duties and responsibilities of CAADP stakeholders.
13. The NPCA has proposed to recruit a consultant to conduct the high level consultation and prepare the high level note.
14. Participants agree the DPTT needs to go back with a more cohesive and aligned position and input. It needs to reiterate, confirm and in some areas develop its message to the AUC and NPCA. Its previous message being to be short and focus on structures, on responsibilities and accountability.
15. The document should not go to the BM unless all major areas of disagreement have been dealt with and it is virtually ready to be signed off.
16. No clear decision is made as to the next step for finalising the partnership agreement. The DPTT chair will revert to the NPCA and AUC/DREA with these opinions to see how to move on.

D) Consultation meeting on CAADP MDTF 2
17. The 23rd January consultation meeting on the CAADP MDTF 2 in Addis Ababa was well attended with representatives from RECs, civil society and the private sector, as well as observers from the donor community. There was broad support for a new trust fund and its proposed components were discussed. It was agreed that a new trust fund would need to be contextualised so as to determine how it fits in with the range of other initiatives supporting CAADP. The MDTF 2 should focus on areas where it is really needed and has added value.
18. Continued support to African institutions supporting CAADP remains entirely appropriate although greater involvement of wider African constituencies was requested by participants. In particular, involvement of civil society is perceived as capital together with better public-private linkages. Identifying a set of critical institutions is necessary; the 10th PP could contribute to this.
19. Thematically, the trust fund should refrain from replicating what others are doing but could complement support in the areas of JSR, nutrition, statistics, land and human capital.
20. There was also unanimous support for a stronger MDTF engagement at national levels, adding value to existing tools whilst being cautious of not encroaching on the mandate of RECs and the AUC.
21. Financing modalities were discussed with part of the funds executed by the Bank and a growing amount executed by African institutions.
22. A report on the consultation meeting will be made available.
E) Tracking CAADP support flows : Capturing the picture.
23. Members and AUC/DREA entreat the DPTT to obtain a better view and presentation of the support it provides to CAADP. Besides, this is an essential element to appreciate the added value of the MDTF.
24. At this stage, the idea is to focus on support at a continental and regional level (to the AU, NPCA, RECs, AU flagship programmes), not at a national level. Various dimensions can potentially be monitored: thematic, institutional, financial support mechanisms or geographical.
25. Based on the discussion note provided at the last DPTT meeting in Abuja (which received scarce reaction), the EC has given some thought to this issue and will share a more operational conceptual framework based on the present state of the CAADP Results Framework. DPTT members should react to it and could aim at having a product to present in Durban. At this stage, it would be qualitative not quantitative. The idea is to explain what initiatives/programmes/institutions are supported by which donor and relate support to the results of the CAADP results framework. Gathering information for the proposed system needs to be further discussed but would most probably involve donors committing information directly.
F) Other
26. Despite the clear longstanding commitment of DPTT members to the CAADP process, it is not always clear how far DPTT member hierarchies are fully aware of the potential of CAADP in terms of a more efficient assistance to African Agricultural. Organising a senior official meeting of the various donors contributing to CAADP is proposed. This could take place during the World Bank spring sessions in April, a time when such senior officials are already gathered together. The meeting would foster an exchange of views across agencies on CAADP's potential.
[bookmark: _GoBack]27. The organisation of such a meeting is supported. It is the right year to undertake such an initiative. It will add to the overall governance of CAADP and enable a more strategic engagement across partners. It may foster more concrete collaborations. It could also contribute to integrating donors that are not actually following the CAADP process as such but have an interest in agricultural development in Africa.
28. The next telco will be held on the 06th March 2014, at 15h00.
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