SNAPSHOT of DEVCO’s action on culture with partner countries (2007-2014)

The EU provides ongoing support to the cultural and creative sectors in developing countries, supporting the development of sustainable cultural industries, helping preserve the diversity of tangible and intangible heritage, and providing assistance and vocational training for culture professionals.

EU funding for culture under EU development cooperation was more than €200 million for the period 2007-2013.

Within this context, we are:

· collaborating on a regional level on intercultural dialogue with the League of Arab States and through the Ana Lindh foundation programme.

· contributing to freedom of expression and inclusive growth through the support to capacity building in the cultural sector and community involvement in Neighbourhood, ACP and DCI regional programmes: Investing in People Culture; ENPI South Euromed Audiovisual and Euromed Heritage (closed) and Media and Culture; Eastern Partnership Culture; ACP Culture. In 2013 we funded more than 70 projects around the world through calls for proposals, for approx. EUR 46M.

· integrating cultural actors and heritage through the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights on an ad-hoc basis, and in bilateral cooperation with Zimbabwe, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Algeria (€1M, €10M, €10M and €21.5M respectively in 2012) and through UNESCO action plans (Mali Timbuctu manuscripts €0.5M, Syria Fight against illicit trafficking of cultural goods €2.5M), and more specifically through civil society support programmes in Guinea Bissau, Mauritania, Benin, Haiti, among others.

· providing, as party to the UNESCO 2005 Convention on the diversity of cultural expressions, an expert facility piloted by UNESCO in the governance of culture, which benefitted 13 partner countries.

· actively participating in the cooperation in the area of cultural goods and other areas of cultural cooperation under the Africa-EU Partnership on Democracy Governance and Human Rights: 

- organised a workshop on the protection of cultural goods against plunder, theft and illicit trafficking in Morocco in January 2014

- supported the travelling cultural platform Visionary Africa: Art at Work across 7 African capitals (2011-2013)

· creating synergies with UN-Habitat and other partners to increase the role of cultural stakeholders in fast growing urban development projects:

- organised a side event on issue at UN-Habitat Governing Council in 2013 and a high panel discussion on the value of culture and creativity in urban development at the European Development days in November 2013 with stakeholders from Harare, India, Medellin,  Nairobi. 

