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Joint programming (JP) is about making development cooperation more effective and supports the partner government’s national development plan because this enables ownership. The national development plan is a valuable tool for donor funded activities to align with national sector definitions, policies, mandates and authorities. When donor funded activities are packaged to comply with the partner government’s conceptual framework and working arrangements, they demonstrate their relevance to decision makers.

When conducting the joint analysis, the national development plan is assessed to check how relevant it is to the partner country’s decision makers and how feasible its implied intervention logic is. If the development plan is not considered feasible but is still relevant to decision makers, then joint programming focuses policy dialogue on how to improve the technical quality of the national development plan and related policies. On the other hand, if the national development plan is considered feasible, but does not enjoy the full support of the partner government’s decision makers, then policy dialogue needs to focus on improving the relevance of the national development plan. In this case, joint programming and policy dialogue need to draw on analysis of the partner country’s political and economic context to identify what government’s ‘unwritten plans’ are and how they can be formalised so as to be supported by all stakeholders. 

How Joint Programming Relates to the Partner Country’s National Development Plan

               Feasible, Up to Date and Well Supported by Government and Non-State Actors
          Efficient and harmonised support to implement the national development plan.
Policy dialogue on making national development plan more relevant/ better aligned to context.


                   





Lessons-learning and creating the space to develop a feasible and better contextualised plan.

Lessons-learning and dialogue to improve the technical quality of policy and plans.



                         


Partner Country’s National Development Plan


                  																					

Endorsed at the Political Level and Aligned with Existing Political and Economic Incentives 






Comments to: alexanderoriordan@gmail.com
