


Children are central to development
 Children make up one-third of the global population (2010: 2.2 

billion children)

 By 2025: another 2.5 billion children will be born

 1 in 3 urban dwellers lives in slum conditions; (in Africa, 6 in 10)

 13 children under the age 5 die of preventable causes every 
minute

 22.6 million infants in the developing world are not immunized 
before their first birthday

 more than one third of child deaths are attributable to 
undernutrition



Strong EU commitments
• 2007: EU Guidelines for the Promotion and Protection 

of the Rights of the Child 

• 2008: Council conclusions on the Promotion and 
Protection of the Rights of the Child’ 

• 2009: Lisbon Treaty (art.3, art. 21)

• 2010: Council Conclusions on Child Labour 

• 2011: Agenda for Change

• 2012: ‘EU Strategic Framework and Action Plan on 
Human Rights and Democracy’ 



The Toolkit aims to provide: Practical Guidance

 How to integrate a child rights approach
in external action & development programming, budgeting, 
policy and law making 

 How to support partner governments 
in implementing their commitments to protect, respect & 
fulfill children’s rights

Child Rights Toolkit



Target audience

 European Commission staff

 Bilateral donors

 Governments

 Development partners 



Why Children are at 
the heart of all 
development
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8 modules and thematic areas
 Broad, overarching content areas

1. Overview

2. Programming

 Six thematic areas
3. Child participation

4. Governance

5. Impact assessment

6. Budgeting

7. Humanitarian/resilience

8. CSOs



 Learn about & understand relevant child rights

 Operationalise commitments on child right







Organization of Modules
 Introduction 

 Purpose and objectives

 Key considerations

 Key principles

 EU commitments

 Mainstreaming in programming/project 
cycle management

 Suggested entry points/recommended actions

 Case Studies

 Tools



More than 80 ‘practical tools’

 Child Rights Country Context Analysis

 Child Rights Screening Checklist

 Sector checklists

 Checklist to assess child-sensitivity in budgets 

 Matrices for assessing child participation

 Child-sensitive governance assessment

 ToRs for Child Impact Assessment expert

 Mapping of child rights CSOs



Web Portal: www.unicef.org/eu/crtoolkit

http://www.unicef.org/eu/crtoolkit
http://www.unicef.org/eu/crtoolkit
http://www.unicef.org/eu/crtoolkit


E-Learning course

http://www.walkgroveonline.com/unicef/ChildRights/M3Child_Participation_Beta_180214/story.html
http://www.walkgroveonline.com/unicef/ChildRights/M3Child_Participation_Beta_180214/story.html


For more information: 

European Commission - EuropeAid 

EuropeAid-B1@ec.europa.eu

UNICEF – Brussels

Verena Knaus

Daniel Pelletier (dpelletier@unicef.org) 

For more information:  

www.unicef.org/eu/crtoolkit
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