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 500+ populations in Africa 

South Africa >18,900 white rhino 

92.7% of Africa's white rhino 

Rest of Africa 1,495      

SOUTH AFRICA’S RHINO 
CONSERVATION SUCCESS 

Country Number 

South Africa 18933 

Namibia 524 

Kenya 394 

Zimbabwe 284 

Botswana 185 

Swaziland 84 

Zambia 10 

Uganda 14 

Mozambique 1 

C
a
p

tu
re

 t
o

o
ls

 

H
u

n
ti

n
g

 

C
IT

E
S

 A
p

p
e
n

d
ix

  
I 

A
u

c
ti

o
n

s
 

A
p

p
e
n

d
ix

 I
I 

S
A

 

P
o

a
c

h
in

g
 

R
e
m

o
v
a

ls
 

C
IT

E
S

  

A
p

p
e
n

d
ix

 I
I 

S
w

a
z
il

a
n

d
 

• South Africa  

• Rest of Africa  

• Total of Africa 

2 



Checking population status 

Survey ≈40% of Kruger using blocks. 
 
Define biases influencing estimates 
 
Define population sizes using Jolly-
Seber aerial survey estimators 
 
Evaluate the trends in population 
estimates 
 
Define optimal survey designs to 
detect trends 
 
Define a survey strategy for Kruger 

Greaver, Ferreira, Freitag-Ronaldson, Pienaar 2013 



The tenuous basis 
of numbers 
 

– Observer bias 

– Availability bias 

– Detectability bias 

– Capture bias 
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8968 
(8394-9564) 

Stabilization is a combination of 

poaching, management and ecology 

Management removals key to overall 

rhino population of South Africa SECRET  

YEAR POPULATION SIZE 

1960 350 (Rhino introduced from KZN) 

1990s 1 000 

2000s 2 000 

2010 8 700 – 12 200  
Predicted that by 2013 there 
should be 7 700 to 11 200 

2013 8 400 – 9 600 (survey estimate) 

5 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
International and National Collaboration and Cooperation 

INTEGRATED INTERVENTIONS FOR SOUTH AFRICA 
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