Eastern Caribbean Development Partners Group

On Climate Change and Disaster Risk Reduction

Minutes of Meeting

December 17, 2014

The meeting started at 09.00 AM.

Agenda and list of participants attached.

Chair: Andrea Janoha (EU Delegation)

1. AJ invited all participants to introduce themselves through a quick tour de table;
2. Before addressing the subjects listed in the meeting agenda, participants discussed the opportunities and advantages of including relevant local national and regional representatives in the WG's meetings. Participants unanimously welcomed the proposal and, besides videoconference, teleconference and webinar options, committed to explore ways to contribute to the cost of their missions to Barbados. The EU, subject to the OECS's consent, may finance missions of OECS representatives under the ongoing GCCA project.
Moreover, AJ briefly reminded new and old members of the latest developments affecting the WG. This WG will cover CC and DRR, while Energy will be the subject of a separate WG chaired by the EU Delegation, currently by Mr Jannik Vaa. 

3. AJ introduced the first item on the agenda: Consultation on the Donor Project Matrix. AJ invited all members of the group to update the matrix which is uploaded on the WG's web based working tool on the Development for Capacity platform http://capacity4dev.ec.europa.eu/ecdwgccdrr. 
It was agreed to add a column indicating the extent of the project's alignment with partner's development policies/strategies. 

AJ requested all members to make sure that what is indicated in the Country column of the matrix is indeed the country where the intervention is implemented and not other irrelevant information.
The WG proposed to share the project matrix with the 5Cs for information purpose and as an attempt to enhance project coordination and assure a certain degree of alignment with the regional Implementation Plan. 

USIAD took the opportunity to inform the WG that they are in the process of defining their cooperation policy and interventions in the area for the next 5 years, worth approximately USD 25 million.

DIFD is also in the process of defining its development cooperation policy in the region for the next 5 years, worth approximately £ 25 million. 

The EU, having completed the programming exercise at national level 2014-2020 for each of the OECS MS and Barbados, is currently negotiating the Regional Indicative Programme 2014-2020 with CARICOM. The RIP has a global envelope of approximately EUR 340 million, of which EUR 56 are earmarked for CC, DRR and Energy. None of the OECS MS National Indicative Plans include CC or DRR as focal sectors.

Members of the WG agreed to meet and share their respective future development cooperation programmes in a view to establish potential areas of complementarity.

In addition, participants also agreed on the prospect of having bi or trilateral meetings so as to seek opportunities for synergies among current ongoing projects. 
4. AJ introduced the second item on the agenda: WG Work Plan. A draft WP for 2015 outlining objectives, results, activities and indicators was shared with WG members. Participants agreed to review the WP and provide feedback by the end of January 2015. The aim is to produce a WP with realistic results and SMART indicators which will allow the WG report on tangible results hopefully delivered by the end on 2015. A copy of the draft WP can be found on the CAP4DeV platform. 

5. Dr JL Mure representing the French Embassy in St Lucia, gave a brief outline of France's development cooperation activity in the region under different financial instruments, i.e. French Government funds, INTERREG, etc. 
Moreover, Dr Mure presented a climate diplomacy initiative "Working Partners for “Paris Climat 2015” (WPPC-15)" launched by France aiming at providing support to the OECS and its Member States in their preparation for the negotiations associated with the COP21 process.

Specifically WPPC-15 aims at:

a) Providing a platform for information exchange among Member States of the OECS and European partners on issues relating to climate change;

b) Supporting the process of engagement to allow for active participation of OECS Member States in Paris 2015; and

c) Facilitating a programme of sensitization among civil society on climate change issues with a view to supplying information and securing input in the development of national and regional negotiating positions
A preparatory meeting among the OECS Commission (Chair), OECS MS and EU MS will be held in St Lucia on January 23rd, 2015.
Next meeting to be convened in March/April 2015
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