Press Release
International Experts Discuss Air Pollution Modelling
In some European capitals residents have the opportunity of not only getting a  weather forecast but also an air quality forecast for the day. And there is a reason for that. At the present time air pollution is a very serious threat to human health. According to World Health Organization data, about 7 million people died worldwide from the effects of air pollution in 2012. 
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of Belarus also addresses this problem. The use of best practices is of primary importance in such work. Towards that end, on July 1-2, 2014,  the Training Center of the above Ministry in Minsk hosted an International Air Pollution Modelling Workshop for specialists in air emissions. Experts from Armenia, Belarus, Ukraine and Latvia gathered together at the event under the auspices of the European Union Project “Air Quality Governance in the ENPI East Countries”. 

A man in the street would ask: “What does this have to do with modelling? This is theory whereas we need practical results”. To answer that question, we turned to Vladimir Morozov, a key expert of the Project office in Kyiv. Vladimir Morozov emphasizes that “air pollution dispersion modelling is used everywhere. In developed countries and in Belarus this is a working tool for use in industrial production, control of pollutant emissions, determination of the required size of sanitary protection areas of industrial sites, planning of municipal infrastructure and planning of actions in case of adverse weather conditions. The models allow the calculation of atmospheric air pollution levels with a high degree of accuracy and an understanding of the underlying causes. They also provide an opportunity to save funds on technology and instrumental observations, as it is all but impossible to install sensors and instruments everywhere. So it is our health and the state of the environment in general, which greatly depend on the application of good atmospheric models”.
A workshop participant, Oksana Yuchkovich, consultant of the Atmospheric Air and Ozone Layer Impact Control Department of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of Belarus, focused attention on the fact that within the framework of the given project one of European air quality models is being prepared for operational use: “We are testing the model and software in the city of Novopolotsk and plan to utilize the model for all the major cities of Belarus in the future”.
For further project details please go to the website: 
http://www.airgovernance.eu/
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