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Climate Change and Sea-Level
Rise
As recognized in the Barbados Plan of Action, Small Island
Developing States are particularly vulnerable to global climate
change, climate variability and sea-level rise. Indeed, the issues of
climate change and sea-level rise were major driving force leading
to the convening of the Barbados Conference in April-May 1994.
with populations, agricultural lands and infrastructures tending to
be concentrated in the coastal zone, any rise in sea-level will have
significant and profound effects on settlements, living conditions
and island economies. The very survival of certain low-lying
countries is threatened.

Since the Barbados Conference, the mechanisms by which SIDS
will be affected by climate change has been further elucidated by
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. Countries such
as the Maldives have drawn up plans for adapting to sea-level rise,
including measures related to coastal protection, and have
enumerated needs in terms of resources, training and financial
support. The Johannesburg Summit has emphasized the
importance of mobilizing adequate resources and partnerships for
the adaptation needs of SIDS, consistent with commitments under
the UN Framwork Convention on Climate Change.

Within UNESCO, this complex issue of Climate Change and the
challenges it brings to its Member States is addressed through the
UNESCO Climate Change Platform, and the principal contribution
to issues related to rising sea levels is through such initiatives as
the Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS) and the Global Sea
Level Observing System (GLOSS), as well as the multi-
organizational Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts and Islands.  

 

Archive: UNESCO's Past Activities on Climate Change and Sea-
Level Rise

UNESCO Action to Address Climate Change Intersectoral
Platform

Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts and Islands

Ocean Policy Summit (Lisbon, October 2005)

Observing the Global Oceans: the Global Ocean Observing
System (GOOS)

Keeping Track of Sea Levels : the Global Sea Level Observing
System (GLOSS)

Ocean Acidification

On the Frontlines of Climate Change: A Forum for Indigenous
Peoples, Small Islands and Vulnerable Communities

Sandwatch: Introducing Young People and Communities to
Scientific Beach Monitoring

UNESCO Focal Points for 'Climate Change and Sea-Level
Rise' in SIDS Regions
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Climate Change & Sea Level
Rise
(Chapter I, Paras 16-20)

UNESCO helps small islands
educate for climate change 
(A UNESCO expert meeting,
21-23 September 2011, Nassau,
the Bahamas).

Report and
recommendations: Climate
change education for
sustainable development in
SIDS (PDF)
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