Lunch-time conference 20/03/2015
Environmental change and human health: how transforming the planet affects our health.
Speaking points

· Dear colleagues and participants,
· The theme of the European Year for Development 2015 for the month to come (April) is health. Health has ever been a fundamental issue for human development and wealth. Health for all is also a human right. 

· Ill Health and poverty are linked through a vicious circle in which poverty undermines health while poor health compounds poverty - be it through loss of working capacity and disability or through catastrophic health care expenditure. Investing in health and ensuring universal health coverage with quality health services without falling deeper into poverty is therefore one of the core elements of any national strategy for poverty reduction and inclusive growth. 
· The Agenda for Change identifies health as an important sector in its approach to inclusive growth, proposing that "the EU should take action to develop and strengthen health systems, reduce inequalities in access to health services, promote policy coherence and increase protection against global health threats so as to improve health outcomes for all".
· On the other hand and still in its inclusive growth approach, the Agenda for Change also states that "Development is not sustainable if it damages the environment, biodiversity and natural resources and increases the exposure/vulnerability to natural disasters. EU development policy should promote a ‘green economy’ that can generate growth, create jobs and help reduce poverty by valuing and investing in natural capital".
· We must recognise that both sectors, both communities – health and biodiversity – don't interact enough with each other and are not used to being approached jointly. 

· The purpose of the lunchtime conference today is precisely to make this link, to install and strengthen the evidence that environmental changes, in particular biodiversity loss and the degradation of ecosystem goods and services, do have an impact on human health. Natural ecosystems with a high diversity in species are an asset for the society. Preserving them contributes to easing access to health for all. 
· After all, it is not in vain that our Flagship Initiative that aims to raise the relevance and enhance our commitments to biodiversity across all our development cooperation programmes is called "Biodiversity for Life" (or B4Life).
· Therefore I am happy to introduce now our two guest speakers.

· Dr Lucette Flandroy is PhD in cellular and molecular biology and Master in environmental sciences and tropical medical biology. She has worked for more than 10 years as scientific expert at the Belgian Federal Public Service on Health, Environment and Food Chain Safety, essentially on Biosafety – having been the Belgian focal point for the Cartagena Protocol – and now on the interface between biodiversity and health. 

· She is going to provide you with an overview of the State of Knowledge Review on the interlinkages between biodiversity and human health, which was elaborated by a team of international experts on behalf of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the World Health Organisation (WHO). 
· Dr Christopher Golden is PhD in ecology and epidemiology and Master of Public Health, who studies the effects of global environmental trends on human health. He is Research Associate at the Center for Health and the Global Environment of the Harvard School of Public Health. He has conducted field research in Madagascar since 1999 and is Director of the Health and Ecosystems: Analysis of Linkages (HEAL) program of Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS).
· He will present the works developed by the HEAL consortium to quantify the relationship between various forms of ecosystem transformation and their effects on different domains of health (nutrition, infectious disease, non-communicable disease, and mental health). He will also present case studies of his own work in Madagascar describing the role of wildlife population collapses from land and sea in driving the destabilization of food security.

· I thank you for your attention and wish you a pleasant lunch time conference.
