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February 2005, Paris
Subject: Joint Meeting of the EU Water Initiative’s EECCA Working Group and the EAP Task Force Environmental Finance and Water Networks, Chisinau, Moldova,  29 March to 1 April 2005
Dear,

We take pleasure in inviting you to a series of meetings of the EU Water Initiative EECCA Working Group and the EAP Task Force Environmental Finance and Water Networks that will be held in Chisinau on 29 March to 1 April. By holding these meetings together we hope to exploit the synergies, ensure better coordination among the activities and to focus attention on a key event: namely, the Conference of EECCA Ministers of Finance, Water and Environment to be held in Moscow, in November 2005, which will bring together high-level representatives from the EECCA region represented in the three networks, as well as donors, IFIs and the civil society. Holding these meetings back-to-back will make it possible to reduce travel costs, and to save time for those participants who would have participated in more than one of the meetings.
At the Almaty consultation in 2000, Ministers adopted Guiding Principles for Urban Water Sector Reform and requested the EAP Task Force to organise a Ministerial Conference in 2005 to monitor progress in implementing these Principles.
In this context, the objectives of the meetings in Chisinau are:

· To discuss preparations of the Moscow Conference of Ministers

· For EUWI-EECCA Working Group: to discuss and endorse its work programme and reflect on its contribution to the Moscow Conference and beyond
· For the EAP Task Force: to report on progress in implementing the work programmes and discuss possible new activities for the EECCA Environmental Finance Network and the Group of Senior Officials for Reform of the Urban Water Sector
· To discuss how the potential synergies between the EUWI EECCA Working Group, the EAP Task Force and the Project Preparation Committee could be best exploited.

The first day (29 March) will be dedicated to discussions of the EU Water Initiative’s EECCA Working Group. The EU Water Initiative was initiated by the EU at the 2002 Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) as its main contribution to achieving the Millennium Development Goals and WSSD targets on water supply and sanitation. As agreed during the last EUWI-EECCA Working Group held on 18 August 2004 in Stockholm, a detailed work programme for the future development of the component will be presented to partners for discussion and endorsement. 
The second day (30 March) will primarily focus on issues related to the preparation of the conference in Moscow, including:

· Background papers and main messages that could be used to stimulate the Ministers’ discussion
· Topics on the agenda of the conference
· Possible output from the conference

· Practical issues.
The remaining sessions will then be dedicated to discussions on

· the EAP Task Force Water Programme: recent and planned activities, potential future projects
· the EECCA Environmental Finance Network: review of recently finalised and ongoing projects, discussion of possible new avenues
· cooperation between these two groups and the PPC.
EECCA and other representatives who participate in all three groups (EU Water Initiative, and Water and Finance Networks) are invited to attend the full four days of the meeting. Representatives who do not participate in the EU Water Initiative may participate in the sessions devoted to the Moscow Ministerial meeting and the Water and Finance Networks.
Some participants may need visas to enter Moldova. We would ask such participants to return their registration forms as soon as possible to enable the Secretariat to facilitate the issuing of visa invitations as needed.

Simultaneous English-Russian interpretation will be available at the meeting. Further information about the meeting venue, accommodation and arrangements for covering the costs of certain EECCA partners will be provided in due course, along with other documentation for the meeting. More information will be made available on the EAP Task Force web-site: www.oecd.org/env . 

Attached please find a Registration Form that you are kindly requested to complete and return to the EAP Task Force Secretariat by Friday, March 7, 2005. Should you have any questions or require additional information about the meeting, do not hesitate to contact Ms. Ecaterina Berghi, tel: (33 1) 45 24 98 75, fax: (33 1) 45 24 96 71, e-mail: ecaterina.berghi@oecd.org 
../..
Yours sincerely,
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Brendan Gillespie
Head, Non-Member Countries Division
Environment Directorate
OECD
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Patrick Murphy
Head of the Water Unit
Environment Directorate General
European Commission
Encl: 
Registration Form
Secretariat of the EAP Task Force:

Environment Directorate, OECD;  2, rue André-Pascal, 75775 Paris CEDEX 16, France

tel: (33 1) 45 24 81 85;  fax: (33 1) 45 24 96 71;  e-mail: env.contact@oecd.org;  http://www.oecd.org/env/eap/
2
2

[image: image4.png]EUWI

FU WATER INITIATIVE



