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Moldova is a small (33,800 km2) landlocked country with 3,589,300 inhabitants (1 January 2006); 41.4% in urban and 58.6% in rural areas. Moldova shares its water resources with Romania and Ukraine. The surface water resources amount to 11-12 km3/year from which 90% are formed abroad. There are around 1500 rivers, which are regulated by more than 3,500 reservoirs and artificial ponds. The biggest rivers are the Prut, discharging into the Danube, and the Dniester, discharging into the Black Sea. There are also some natural lakes. The estimated groundwater resources are in the order of 1-1.2 km3.
Water is supplied from surface waters (85%), including the Dniester (84%) and Prut (1%), 

and from groundwaters (15%). Surface waters are “moderately” polluted.  The pollution of shallow and deep groundwaters is of concern, as water from 90% of the wells does not comply with standards.

Water resources are still managed at the central governmental level, with the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources as the main policy-making body, and Apele Moldovei as the main implementing agency. There is no operational institutional framework yet for water management at the basin level based on the principles of integrated water resources management. The National Policy Dialogue is at the root of such institutional frameworks and management principles.

	National Policy Dialogues (NPD) are being carried out within the EECCA Component of the EU Water Initiative, which was launched by all EU Member States and the European Commission at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in 2002. National Policy Dialogues are the main operational instrument of this Initiative. Presently, the DG Environment within the European Commission acts as Chair of the EECCA Component. 

The National Policy Dialogue in Moldova on Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) brings major stakeholders, including government authorities and non-governmental organizations, together to improve the management of water resources and contribute to achieving the water-related Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) as a number of people still lack access to safe drinking water and adequate sanitation.



[image: image3.wmf]baz. r. Nistru

baz. r. Sărata

baz. r. Hagider

baz. r. Larga

baz.r. Bîc

baz. r. Botna

baz. r. Ichel

baz. r. Cogîlnic

baz. r. Ialpug

baz. r. Sărata

baz. r. Cahul

baz. r. Lăpuşna

baz. r. Răut

baz. r. Ciuhur

baz. r. Prut

Objectives of the National Policy Dialogue

The overall objective is to contribute to, and 

facilitate, the implementation of the principles of the 

Water Framework Directive and the UNECE 

Water Convention related to IWRM with a link to 

financing issues. The specific objective 

is to provide a platform for discussion and policy-

making on new water-related legislation, the 

establishment of river basin management authorities 

and water management tools, taking into account 

the impact of climate change on water resources in 

Moldova and its riparian countries.
Outputs of the National Policy Dialogue

Outputs include so-called policy packages on the legal and institutional frameworks, water management tools and such crosscutting issues as public participation and financing IWRM:

· By October 2007: Interim governmental regulation on wastewater discharges;
· By December 2007: Draft governmental regulations on River Basin Management Organizations and River Basin Councils, including public participation;

· By mid-2008: Draft governmental regulation on targets and target dates to reduce water-related disease;

· By October 2009: Draft policy packages on financing integrated water resources management and water management tools (river basin management plans, water safety plans and measures to protect, restore and wisely use water-related ecosystems).
	The existing legislation on wastewater discharges in Moldova has been developed on the base of a “no risk approach” for human health and does not include obligations for a periodic review of ecological standards and norms. Consequently, it leads to rigorous ecological requirements, which are incorporated in permission documents. These are forcing any economic enterprises to apply technically and economically unrealistic measures. Thus, the existing system of wastewater standards is a barrier to attract investments and apply European wastewater treatment technologies. 

Supported by the National Policy Dialogue, Moldova is currently developing new wastewater treatment requirements, which are based on EC Directives. It is expected that the new wastewater standards will be technically achievable and complied with by wastewater treatment utilities, considering current economic situation of wastewater treatment plants (the Moldavian Apa-Canal enterprises).      



Activities

Meetings of the major partners are carried out every second month and official meetings of the Steering Group, back-to-back with special seminars, at least twice a year. A web-based discussion forum allows interested stakeholders to exchange their views and experience with the Steering Group, thus contributing to, and profiting from, the National Policy Dialogue.
Steering group

A Steering Group guides the National Policy Dialogue. Key institutions are the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources and the newly established Water Management Agency Apele Moldovei, which will supervise two river basin directorates (Dniester and Danube-Prut) that are currently under establishment. The UNECE secretariat is the strategic partner of these key institutions. 

The Steering Group also involves representatives of the Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Local Public Administrations, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Economy, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Finance, Parliamentary bodies for environment, National Academy of Science, governmental institutions (e.g. Acvaproiect, Hydrometeorological Service, National Centre of Preventive Medicine), municipalities, national and local non-governmental organizations, the International Environmental Association of River Keepers (ECO-Tiras), REC Moldova, the Global Water Partnership/Moldova as well as UNDP, the European Commission, OECD and OSCE.

For further information, please contact guvir@mediu.gov.md and ecopolicy@mediu.gov.md (policy issues), rmelian@acva.md  (institutional frameworks), ecotiras@mtc.md  (public involvement) as well as rainer.enderlein@unece.org, Francesca.Bernardini@unece.org and bo.libert@unece.org (project management).
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